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CONFI OENTIAL 
PROG 7/24/79 
CHG: LBLAINGEN 
ECON : MJ OHNSON 
NONE 

ECON-3 CHG/ POL R F CHRON 

AMEM8ASSY TEHRAN 
SECSTATE VASHDG/ PRIORITY 

E.O. 12065: GDS 7724/85 (JOHNSON/ MARK) OR-E 
JAGS: EFIN/ ES^N/' PEPR/ IR 

SUBJECT; CALL ON MINISTER OF FINANCE ARDALAN 

1. (C- ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. CHARGE/ ACCOMPANIED BY VISITING DEPTOFF/ CALLED ON 
MINISTER OF FINANCE ALI LRDALAN JULY 23. ARDALAN WAS 
JOINED BY DEPUTY MINISTER DR. I B R AHI M-Z A DEH WHO INTER- 
PRETED. 

3. CHARGE OPENED CONVERSATION BY EXPLAINING OUR UNDER- 
STANDING AND ACCEPTANCE OF THE REVOLUTION. WE WERE 
WILLING TO WORK WITH IRAN IN THE TASK OF REBUILDING OUR 
RELATIONS AND STOOD READY TO COOPERATE IN THOSE AREAS 
WHERE IRAN FELT WE COULD PLAY A USEFUL ROLE. CHARGE SAID 
WE SHARED COMMON INTERESTS ANP ASSETS/ SUCH AS OUR 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS/ WHICH COULD AID THIS REBUILDING. 

4. ARDALAN REPLIED BY OFFERING HIS VISITORS A HISTORICAL 

SURVEY OF THE LONG AND FRUITFUL "RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
IRAN AND THE U.S. THE MEMORIES OF THOSE AMERICANS WHO 
WORKED IN IRAN IN THE EARLY YEARS AFTER IRAN'S CONSTITU- 
TIONAL UPRISING WERE CHERISHED BY IRANIANS. ARDALAN 
SPOKE FONDLY Or DR. JORDAN/ AN AMERICAN WHO HELPED 
ESTABLISH ALBORZ COLLEGE WHERE MANY IRANIANS HAD GOTTEN 
THEIR FIRST TASTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION. SIMILARLY/ IRANIAN 
PATRIOTS REMEMBERED PEOPLE LIKE MORGAN SHUSTER AND 
HOWARD BASKERVILLE IN TABRIZ WHO SYMPATHIZED WITH THE 
ASPIRATIONS OF THE IRANIAN PEOPLE. HE AGREED THAT THESE 
PAST RELATIONSHIPS WOULD INFLUENCE THE FUTURE. ARDALAN 
HOPED THAT THE NEW GROUP OF AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES WOULD 
HAVE THE SAME FEELING TOWARD IRAN. 

5. ' TURNING TO SUBJECT OF BANK NATIONALIZATIONS/ THE 
MINISTER EMPHASIZED THAT FOREIGN INTERESTS WOULD BE 
PROTECTED AND RESPECTED. THIS WAS REQUIRED BY BOTH 
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ISLAMIC TRADITION AND GOVERNMENT LAW/ HE SAID. NO TIME- 
TABLE EXISTED YET FOR THIS COMPENSATION AS THE PGOI/ 
WORKING THROUGH A SPECIAL INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE/ 
WAS STILL INVESTIGATING THE VARIOUS BANKS. I8RAHIM-ZADEH 
ADDED THAT THE COMMITTEE IS NOW IN THE VERGE OF MERGING 
THE NATION'S 36 BANKS INTO A FEW MAJOR BANKS/ PERHAPS 
FIVE OR SIX. 

6. CHARGE THEN RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OF REACTIVATING 
THE U.S.-IRAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OR THE BUSINESS COUNCIL 
AS A WAY OF IMPROVING THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN AMERICAN AND 
IRANIAN FIRMS. AR-OALAN SATD HE WAS IN FAVOR OF DOING 
THIS ALTHOUGH THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR MATTERS LIKE THE 
CHAMBER OR COUNCIL RESTED WITH THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE. 
ARDALAN'S MINISTRY WOULD BE WILLING TO BACK UP ANY 
PROPOSAL PUT FORTH BY THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE. LOOKING 
FURTHER DOWN THE ROAD/ DID THE MINISTER SEE ANY ROLE FOR 
THE JOINT COMMISSION? THE CHARGE SAID WE WERE NOT 
PUSHING THE COMMISSION BUT WANTED TO SEEK ARDALAN’S 
VIEWS. THE MINISTER FELT THAT IDEA WAS BASICALLY GOOD/ 
BUT HE HAD NO PARTICULAR VIEWS ON TIMING. THIS SUBJECT 
WOULD NEED STUDY BY THE INTERESTED PARTS OF THE PGOI. 

7. CHARGE USED CASE OF GTE AS ILLUSTRATION OF WHAT WE 
WERE ATTEMPTING TO AVOID. MINISTER WAS BASICALLY AWARE 
OF PROBLEM BUT HAD NO REAL INVOLVEMENT IN THIS DISPUTE/ 
WHICH HE HOPED COULD BE SOLVED THROUGH DIALOGUE RATHER 
THAN COURTS. ARPALAN THEN WENT ON TO MAKE WHAT WAS 
PROBABLY HIS CENTRAL MESSAGE DURING MEETING: U.S. 

SHOULD AVOID FORMING IMPRESSIONS OR DRAWING CONCLUS-IONS 
ABOUT IRAN BASED ON THE RUMORS BEING FLOATED IN THE U.S. 
AND EUROPE BY IRANIANS WHO HAD FLED DURING THE REVOLUTION. 
ARDALAN SAID THESE PEOPLE— "ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES"-- WERE 
TRYING TO UNDERMINE IRAN'S CREDITWORTHINESS BY SPREADING 
LIES. ARDALAN EMPHASIZED THAT "WE ARE GOING TO PAY 
EVERY PENNY WE OWE." ' 

8. REFERRING TO ARDALAN'S COMMENTS ON "IMAGE/" CHARGE 
EXPRESSED REGRET OVER EXPULSION OF NEW YORK TIMES 
CORRESPONDENT YUSSEF IBRAHIM. CHARGE SAID THIS KIND 

OF ACTION CANNOT CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVED ATMOSPHERE. THE 
PICTURE OF THE REVOLUTION WILL BECOME LESS BALANCED IF 
IRAN CONTINUES TO EXPEL JOURNALISTS. ARDALAN TOOK NOTE 
OF THESE REMARKS BUT OFFERED NO SUBSTANTIVE REPLY/ SAYING 
ONLY THAT IT SHOULD BE RAISED WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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9. ALTHOUGH MEETING WAS SOMEWHAT SHORT ON SUBSTANCE, IT 
WAS VERY CORDIAL IN TONE. THE MINISTER CONVEYS A PROFES- 
SORIAL IMAGE AND DOES NOT GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF BEING 

A FORCEFUL PERSONALITY. WE SUSPECT THAT HE LOOKS TO HIS 
ARTICULATE AND ENERGETIC DEPUTY, I B R AHI M-Z ADEH , FOR 
DIRECTION. ZADEH, FOR INSTANCE, SEEMED MORE POSITIVE ON 
THE WORK OF THE BANKING COMMITTEE AND ON THE REJUVENATION 
OF THE BUSINESS COUNCIL. 

10. COMMENT: MEETING ENDED ON A PERSIAN NOTE. AS WE 
WERE TAKING OUR LEAVE, IBR AHI M-Z AD EH DREW DEPTOFF ASIDE. 
HE SAID HE HAD SOME FRIENDS. THEY NEEDED VISAS. COULD 
WE DO ANYTHING FOR THEM... END COMMENT. LAI GEN## 
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Form for Diplomat*, Official*, 1 
w n w , loan ■'■ 
/Amended a 


1 >* J -»* 


Bate of preparation .A95-L 


CONFIDENTIAL BIOGRAPHIC DATA 

Not*. — Conault Diplomatic Serial SS56 of April 10, 1941, and refer enoea therein. Forme are to be prepared on typewriter 
in triplicate, one copy for files and two for Department. 


Name ... . .... . 

(Bontame) 


Nationality 


Jrajilan 


... Mahdl 

(01v«n nun**) 

Title, if any Soginiie T... 


Date and place of birtlAbput .^9P.7,_ . in j>.hran — - 

Head of Provisional Board of h&nagamant , 

Position Sh&liz.a Board ; ... .. pate appointed . 6*..l95i. .... 


Party affiliations ., 


. - Rational Front _ 


Previous career SML.b.ftXflST... 


languages spoken — P or. elan , .French 

Attitude toward and service in the United States .. 


Family details ...Father is HajiAbbasi^ali Baa&rgaii, prominent 

Family highly. religious. .. parried* on* .son* 

Remarks: (SboaM prwent » brief word picture o { the Individual, IncbJdln, race, rrilglon, fimtnm.l .miUtioos, ed nation, reputation, pewoonlltJr, iuflucnw. 
•ttltuda toward other nation*, ato.) 

Education : School of Technology, University of Tehran, 

Central Technical College, Prance. 

Career : 

1931* Completed hie studies in Iran and left for Fra no e. 

1931-36* Studied at Central Technical College, Prance, 

1936-date i Professor of Higher Engineering, University of Tehran. 

1942- date* Dean of Engineering College, University of Tehran, 

1943- 45* President of the ‘"Union of .Engineers," Iran. 

May 16, 1950* Under-Sec re tary of Education (Teclmical) 

May 13, 1951* Elected to head Provisional Board of h&nagement, Kation&li nation 
Board. 

Remarks * 

Bax&rgan is a highly religious man, almost verging on fanaticiau, who observe®: 
all. Moslem rites assiduously and writes profusely on religious matters. He is a 
devotee of Kasbani and is close to other members of the National Front. 

Though narrow-minded on subjects relating to Islam and its precepts. Bazar gan 
is otherwise an intelligent man of some vision, well-versed in engineering and 
conscientious About his work. One British source who had worked with hi.:, at the 
University reported that he was easy to work with, receptive to new ideas, and 
constructive in his own ideas. 

Bazargan las no strong antipathies toward foreigners, but is considered 
anti-Communist , interested in ridding the University of Tudeh influences. 


Prepared by.. .^y„.Eut h. . .Parrish/ Kurish ..Bl*ahb.a8 
4 " . Bi ogra phi c . Clerk . /#« 5 rch Assists 

(Title) 
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B&ZAsaa, Maha. 
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Cimri 
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COKFIUENTLAL 


SllPPT.MmTAKT BIOGRAPHIC DATA 


October 28, 1952 


BAZAKGAH, JCehdl 

Supplsaan tlag liabassy' 8 CBD of June 21, 1951l Embassy's Supplement 
of May 8, 1952. 


Career » 

While Bamargan was asrying on tbs Provisional Board of Directors 
of the mOC, Abdol Hosein Khalili officiated for him as Dean of 
the Faculty of Engineering of tbs University of Tehran. In the 
Spring of lf52 it was decided that Kbalili should hold this position 
on a permanent basis j consequently B&sargsn is now simply a meatoer 
of the Engineering Faculty. 


Organizations* 

President, tnion of Engineers of Iran. 


MKParridb/mrp 
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CLASSIFIED i ^CLASSIFIED 

Pace 36 of A-5ffli,frw.’. Uohren 

G> A~7la A ty MaxLcU. 

thus loot oil credit 1: the clcrioal : nil leu but eUll has coat 
pr&Btl'e as a f or;«r .ootxloq deputy; -r. Hi Akbor *njid J’AYAi, 
a ftnr.jor ;,ean of the i aoult:.- of Lett&s in --cohod' and 1 enter 
deputy, who la rcrardod os a good scholar; reheuaod dLilKIOt- 
Liiw&II, who legates rrlnciplgo of ousnl Jurisprudence end whose 
Influence In lluited by ttie duisii beck; 'round; -t. .Jojtabs. IILjCVI, 
roc erded an one of the best lnlanic scholars in Irea but itLeo as 
erratic and eccentric; and -r. Abold itoeoir; Z.JUIf.GUit, an lwasot, 
harJ-wcricine scholar with Ut outside Interests end respooted os 
suoh. 


5. Ctlier Faculties > Ihe tact »pcAiti oel " faculty at 
the Iniversity of Tehran has lone been the Faculty of ‘AooiunlQgy 
whose storwy petrel, Irofc ocor ■tcbdl | aAy.AT-UAi,..- l eader of the 
rccdaa .Joveamit of Ire n, £3 flUIrcntiy in Jail after bavin; boon 
conrinted an charges of treason. According to all reports, 

Qasargan la still idghly popular at the f aculty of Tcchuo ogy, 
even auon r students who generally raaair. aloof free political aat- 
tcra. IVo other prof scoots at that faculty, Abdol iloesein BH/JUMI 
and Uaesdii HulA.JX, have also boon identified ao national frontors 
(A-351) • n the other hand , Irofcocor Abroad HAiiX, who broic with 
Ijoesdeq in 1992 end boc*.ic one at hie Iced ire opponents, 1b also 
respected far professional oo ^retcnce and personal coursgo. 

'Ao university liuu a Council for scientific osoerch on which 
are found ooue of its uoe important odontic to, Its chalruah is 
Chancellor i^olch and its vioo dvairuen ia Irofoauar Hoc sir. llmia 
(see law faculty), Oao of the .xoi respected norbero is Hrafoccor 
iWvunrri Hoo«L .il'JDJ-yUL'.uai, a research coholar In paraoltolccy 
and head of tho Itstltute of ruallo dealt). i.oseerefa. A nodoet non, 
he do ob not an biU/ef acquaintance give evidence of the ameptiaml 
qualities that ser:c of car university eoutacto attribute to hln. 

('te of the; odd he le "very popular and hi<ji3y reapooted," author 
said "you eon ut Ida in charge of any orecnisoticn.*) Dr. ioanatollah 
rouHAb-TAKl, another amber of tho Council, and tho heal of the 
OeparfiMBb of thysleo, is sold to be ouch rcopcctod and interested in 
sodo-pdLltioal ideas -r. AH Aoqar AZAD, rrafcoocr of tho odenoe 
Collo/v and Chief of ehe l.tauic Cater of the Lnivsrsity, is a res- 
pected noicntist but e poor adairlstrater. Hr. iiadcr SHM J, Dans 
of the Faculty at Iharnacolocy, is a respected constitutionalist and 
my apeak out if the climate changes even sli^tly. dr. HceeAn 
h/JKMTIA:: of the Concur lioeoarch Institute, io said to have latent 
influence due to hie integrity, Lis oouroge, and bis known lot erect 
In political and social probloan. irofcocor .'lohocn K'SHTRUDI, a 
leading natheuatloien and aeaber of the Counoil, has philosophical 
interests extending beyond his dldpllne. lie has been noted, and 
continues to be uotoci, ao one profesuor who hoe repaid the hoo ital- 
ity sham to hln in tho .^viet Union with panegyrics about the 
advanced state of uolheuatiee in that country, oo sparing that jt across 
favorably with the status of tho science in the United ftatse. 
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page 9, Deep. ho. 1*86 
from: Animbassy Tehran 


i-iehdi ifiX/UtOAN was active in the petroleum affairs of the iiosadeq 
government sad in a number of other projects involving his engineering talents. 
Today he is one of the four or five most. active aid trusted nationalists and 
should be classified in the young activist group, tie is a partner in three 
construction firms* Mo Kar s YAD and the new Arbel Company. All three com-, 
paries hire many of the active nationalists among Tehran’s engineers. The 
YAD Company title is an abbreviation for the Farsi which means hlc-ven univ- 
ersity Professors and is an excellent example of the nationalist ties between 
the old , .osadeqiata, the construction industry and the University, bazargan 


is a strongly religious nan and is a leader of the 
(cociety for Islamic Instruction), an organization 
observances from time to time and which has obvious political undertones. 
Finally, oazargan is again on the engineering faculty of the University of 
Tetiran. He was one of a group of about a dozen professors removed from the 
faculty for political reasons in 1951*, but he was reinstated and has been 
teaching again for almost three years. 


Anjomane falimate Islai.A 
which meets for religious 
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BAZAHQAN, Mehdi 
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See X-351 froB Tehran Deo. 21, 1963* The Iranian 
Intellectual Community .( f He6 under Mahdavy, Hosaeia) 
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IMS 


trial af na Taadara 


ths la far mr larnmtlm ■! M«w am mavvlJk to 

aaka «(tt«Ukta tka tMarll; Uaitatlma AaalmataA. tor rapcrtfi* 
tor ym af tkla tormUM aaai aat alia CAS aa tka mm. Tba mm 
la a foraar affiUlal (») is ttoa to aadaq mawmA «4Ak aaai mtoito 
aaonc appoaltloa laaAara firm a fraato i Ka r aaat at firm latoar (F). 


. 1 . Stem tka gaan—at — —A all— lag aatatitom to tototo ttoa 
trial acalsat MhU fcawm, ijraiallak SpyaA Malm 4 Talagprt, TaAaUak 
Sakakl, «nA maw , tka iwad to i H irmia t of firm (Itt) liaAna ntaai 
ta apaak again at tta trial, tkay adaa told ilnir 1—yara tkat tkay 
•an mi to Aafmd On aayaaca. tka W1 liaAwra mm partlaalnfly m- 
kappy a k aafc tka laak af a — pa p ar a wa m» 


2. tka m—aai tkm kriaglrt In a fit aaamama firm aaall 
anmapam, aka raaar t aA aalp akai tka avaaaaatar mH tka VIZ laaAara 

tka ji i h im ml tkat to a 

Military trial tka aaaaaaA kaA m rt*pt ta Aimtm tkair toftaaa laapam. 
At tkla palm, ratlraA Oaaaral Makarmai, toqw far tka Aaf a na , aa&i 
tkat laamaak aa tka FMZ laaAara kaA AlaartaaaA kin ka — alA ka aaaUa la 
AaCmA tkm aaymra. At tkla palm tin trial ma maaaaadL (Camaat. 
Saa rmtAS Far m aaaa a aA af tka trial aaa al aa m at O a t a k a r ka afciak 
tin MX laaAara mfaaad ta apaak ar Alim tka Aa f ama aiaaaala ta apaak 
Far tkaa.) (Smart! Haaala Zaaaal, aka la totof jaApa* amtlaaaa ta am 
praaa apapatkp «ar tka IMS laaAara pai aajplala tint ka naat Ato kte Aaty. 


3. tka g — a aa n mt aaatimm ta pat aat ftalan ta tka IK priaaaam* 
aai kaa aalA tkat If tiny —aid Hargit tkat r appaatttan ta tka Jfcato* tka 
p— aaaaaaA might lot tka trial aiiktr aaqr, tanrpat Taliipnl. mi 
Sakakl km mjaatad aaak pmpoaalt. 

to katof tka trial, ktoqpd kaa aat apakm at all. kaaarpaa 
kaa apakm aa ly afcaat tka aaart'a b alag iaa aapata at ta tr y tkm at 

tkat tin FKX laaAara am papalarlty la a ppaal tlm almlm Ikrnji 

tkla trial aaA tkair amaapmalaiag atUtaia t award tka p— ira ia>.) 


CSIFIDlltm 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

MemorandumxoFownmxwlL use on* 


to : Chief, Political Section 
FROM : Ol&Jtf/ 


date: 21 January 1964 

P-59/64 


subject: lefuaal by Dr. Mahdi Basargan of Special Visiting Privilege 


The following is for your information and whatever use you wish to make 
of it within the security limitations designated, Any reporting by you 
of this information must oite the control NOKffiN but need not cite CAS 
as the source. The source la a former member of the National Front 
Central Couneil. 


On 80 January 1 964 it was arranged through Police Chief General 
faairl that Mr a. Mahdi Basargan and her five children, the youngest 
one tan months sf age, could go to the jail and. mast with Dr. Mehdi 
Basargan, recently sentenced to ten years in solitary confinement in 
the Freedom Movement of Iran (ltd) triala. Mrs. Basargan and children 
went to the Jail and waitad to sea Dr. Basargan. After over an hour 
af waiting »r. Basargan sent the family a note stating that there were 
nine persons sentenced for Ad activities, and if he visited with hie 
family, it Would mean that he had accepted a spaoial privilege, which 
be refused to do. Bona of the prieonara have been permitted visitors. 


SECRET 
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i. <•; - extinr r.:xn 

-. OFT OF PRINCIPAL IIEKS WHICH I tUISEJ II; MATCH M 
ire WITH SAZARGAB AND SNTEtSP WAS STATUS AMU rUiWC 
OF OUT ARKI SH-MAAC MISSION. I RE'INOED THLh THAT IN 
O' T LAST CONVERSATION UAIAHGaN HAD ASKED ME TO DETAIN 
Tk£ NUCEtU-R Of THE MI.SS 10 S HER 1 . IK TEHRAN WHILE HIS 
gO'VERwMi'JT CONSIDERED HOT! IT WISHED TO PROCEED. NEARLY 
WUR -WEEKS' HAD SOME SY WITHOUT *SY ACTIOS AND I SAID 
I WOULD ArPSlifil ATOMS' CURRENT THOU'-KIE. 

A. I POINTED OUT 'THAT GENERAL 3 AST .AND KR. Uft& <AKI,S 
i;:c MET Wilt'. MINISTER OF DEFENSE ADD HIS COLLEAA-j ES'-lfc 
O-rSCUSS THIS. SAME SUBJECT, SOI RECEIVED SO ;tP j. SO Ci.LA'c 
i r PICA7I0 YS .OF 00 1 THINKING. I RF. VIEWED ' FRJST RATIO V 

vs harassment -military mission was undcrooioo in ns 

EFFORTS TO'CSTAIN ACCESS TO ITS RECORDS, l’. 3. GO V£, IN- 
CEST PROPERTY AND PERSONAL POSSECSIONSj AND SAID THESE 
HATTERS' NEEDED SPEEDY RESOLUTION. 

A. &AZARO AN SAID ^REALIZED HE HAD LEER SLOW IN 01. VI SC 
i.£ 5C.KE GUIDANCE ON THIS SUBJECT AE'D T HASHED ME FOa OCR 
PATIENCE, he PERSONALLY FELT THAT IRAN. NEEDED TO HAVE 
30 tit SORT OF CO NT I NO I A3 MILITARY L031STIC3 RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE UNITED- STATES, BUT THAT HIS GOVERNMENT KaD NOT 
Y:.x DECIDED WHAT FORK IT SHOULD TAKE. HE ASKED HE TO 
RcT AIN OUH SHALL ARKISH-MAAS GROUP TE ROUGH THE HEW RUZ 
HiLIDAY PERIOD’ AND PROMISED TO HAVE SOPS FU IT HE.? DIS- 
CUSSIONS as -THE SUBJECT AFTER THAT PERIOH. 

5. hi .THEN EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT A P ISH WAS 'STILL 

having problems on 1 access ANO.-iOHiEv siAilar-^atiers. 

HE i.AVE E-VT£Za: 1 SOME fNSTRUt'f!0«? v; FARSI AN <5 TOLr. FT 
THAT X£ HOPED -TO HAVE AN EARLY RESOLUTION OF OUR P.tU- LEMS. 

C. HE AMD EMTEZAM THEN SAID THEY WERE- HAVING GREAT 
DIFFICULTY GETTING 'A HANDLE Of) OUTSf ANU2MG CONTRACTUAL . 
OBLIGATIONS .; ETWEES IRAN AND THE'U.S. ON MILITARY EOlIP- 
MENT. - T’ftSY WERE PARTICULARLY INfE/tESTEO IN. THE TRUST 
FUND AND HOW If WORKED. IT SC ZtV? "■ I SAT SOME "KOMI TRY" 

Hn TAKEN ALL TWS RECORDS FilOH OE-’.fRAL TO UFA MI AH* 5 
Or FICE A#i» NO TODY J» THE GOVERNMENT K, ... THEY 

r. i sail that general 8ast Rad discussed Thus*, suajr.crs 

WITH ill MISTER MADAM AND HAD LEFT HI fv SOME -JCCUKEBTS. 

H3KF. VF'I , UNTIL ARMI5H. COULD HAVE ACCESS TO- IIS FILES, 

IT COULTPC-T TFT >’01 PROVIDE C/iTATP 1 0'.T AiLS, 
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P UU45Z MAR 79 

FM AM EMBASSY TEHRAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 282 

BT- 

UNCUS TEHRAN £845 

E.O. 1IS52* N/A 

TAGS* PD IP* AEMR, AFI w, IR 

SUBJl acceptance of responsibility for damages sustained during 
FEB M ATTACK ON EMBASSY 

WE RECEIVED ON MARCH II A LETTER FROfl'PRIME MINISTER 
SAZARGAN DATED MARCH 1 EXPRESSING REGRETS FOR THE FEB 14 
ATTACK ON THE EMBASSY .AND GOI WILLINGNESS TO REIMBURSE 
US OFR THE DAMAGES SUSTAINED. THE FULL TEXT OF THE 
LETTER, COMPLETE WITH SPELLING AND OTHER. ERRORS, FOLLOWS* 

QUOTE THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF IRAN 
PRESEiT THEIR COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED 
SATES OF AMERICA, AND WHILE EXPRESSING THEIR DEEP REGRET 
AT INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON FEB .,14, 1979, WOULD 
LIJCTTO STATE THAT THE SAID REGRETTABLE OCCURRENCE WA$ 
INSTIGATED BY ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ElJOttSTj. THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAVE MADE ARRANGEMENTS JO PRgjf I^SERIOUSLY THE 
REPETITION OF SUCH INCIDENTS, 

QUOTE IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE R EONEftfJji THIS GOVERN- 
MENT BE COMMUNICATED TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, 

QUOTE FURTHERMORE, THIS GOVERNMENT VOIA0 LIKE TO DECLARE 
THEM READINESS TO INDEMNIFY THE DAHAgES. CAUSED BY THE 
A8$E INCIDENT. 

QUOtt THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF IRAN 
WA% THEMSELVES OF THIS Of POR JUNlf* fil •REHEW THE 
ASSURANCES OF THEIR HIGHEST CONSIDERATION* END QUOTE. 

(SIGNED) MEHDI BAlARGAN, PRIME MINISTER, 

SULLIVAN 

BT 

#2S4 6 
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CONFIDENTIAL 003103 DRIFTER : GBIambral 

ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 

E.O. 1206S : GDS 3/20/85 (LAMBRAKIS, G.B.) OR-P 

TAGS: PGOV , IR 

SUBJECT : March 30th Referendum 


1. C - entire text. 

2. During meeting with Prime Minister March 19, Ambassador 

asked if timing and form of forthcoming referendum will 
remain as advertised^qp Bazargan replied Affirma- 

tively Mk |mMMi but noted he himself is not 
involved in preparations for the referendum. They are 
being handled by Interior Minister with the assistance 

of a special commission. He implied that he could not 
be absolutely, categoric but believed the referendum would 
go through on March 30th with a single question to which 
voters would be asked to reply Yes or No. 

3. Bazargan agreed there were many, people sniping at 
the format of the referendum, but he said as far as he 
knew referenda are always Yes or No propositions to a 
single question. He hoped to explain all this to the 
critics and reduce the political controversy on the question. 

SULLIVAN 
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DRAFTER : GBLambrakis i 


ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE b 

INFO: AMEMBASSY AMMAN ^ 6 " 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT &U$toB£ 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO O'*- 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS Oag goE/tb*) 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA Oi/ 

AMEMBASSY 
AMEMBASSY 

im » PEfR - xf « 11 

E.O. 12065: RDS-4 3/20/99 (Lambrakis , G.B.) OR-P 

TAGS: PEPR, IR, XF 
LIMDIS 

SUBJECT: Iranian Position on Middle East Negotiations 

1. C - entire text, 

2. During meeting with Prime Minister Bazargan and his 
deputy‘s Amir Entezam, March 19, Ambassador adverted to 
President Carter's efforts in the Middle East and said 
he had been asked to inform the Prime Minister that 
chances were good for signing of an Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty in the coming week or so. Bazargan 
replied that he and his government have been too busy 
with internal affairs to keep up even with the newspapers 
and therefore have not really taken a position on the 
treaty, Amir Entezam broke in to say he had not yet had 
a chance to brief the Prime Minister because of the 
press of business, but Amir Entezam, as spokesman, had 
told the press this morning that Iran opposes any treaty 
or other moves which are#gainst the interests of the 
Palestinians . 

4. The Ambassador then went over the arguments in favor 


LONDON^ J go Are 
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cf the peace process, noting that the PLO and some 
others do not seem to appreciate the value of an autono- 
mous Palestinian state on the West Bank as a step 
toward permanent solution of the Arab-Israeli problem. 
Bazargan did not reply directly, but asked what |Woyis ions 
this treaty process would make for the plight of 
the Shias in southern Lebanon who feel themselves 
Between the Palestinian and Israeli guns and are 
netting hurt. The Ambassador noted that Pol Counselor 
l.ambrakis, who was accompanying him, had spent time in 
I ehanon and was aware of the Shia problem there. The 
Ambassador and Lambrakis then noted that, while there 

nothing specific about the Shias in Lebanon WM 

. < y ^ ,vWu 

in (he present negotiations, will help. 

■ irate an environment which should minimize friction 
in southern Lebanon, we hope. In any case, we are aware 
<>l Iran's interest in the Shia situation in Lebanon. 

V Bazargan said in passing that another reason GOI 
has not focused on the problem has been the illness of 
foreign Minister Sanjabi. He has a slipped disk in 
hi:; back and tried coming back to work March 18, but 
h«* had to return to his bed, where he needs a long rest. 
(I ills appears to conflict w ith newspaper reports 

»i>ii Sanjabi delivered a speech as planned at the NIOC 
%«'. lding in Tehran March isl and with IT*** wt 
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from head of MFA American Dept. that Sanjabi worked a full 
day (until 2:00 p.m.) at MFA March 19 and may 'be 
delivering a political speech March 20. Is Bazargan 
misinformed, or is he anxious to squelch reports of 
Sanj*bi’s tendered resignation?) 

6. Comment: Awareness in GOI of Lebanese Shias is’ 
something USG should keep in mind. It is possible this 
will give us a handle to interest GOI in the Middle East 
problem on behalf of the ongoing peace process, countering 
to a certain degree the hold Palestinians have gained 
over the Islamic movement here. 

SULLIVAN 
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STATE 

CHG: CWNAAS 
POL: JDSTEMPEL 
NONE 

POL (3) CHG ECON ICA OR 


AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
SECSTATE WASHDC/ IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANANA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USLO RIYADH 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
ANENBASSY TOKYO 
US CINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
USCINCPAC 


E.O. 12065: XDS-4 576/09 (STEMPEL/ J.D.) OR-P 
TAGS: P FOR* PGOV/ PINS / IR 

SUBJ: MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) THIS IS A REPORTING CABLE. 

2. SUMMARY: CHARGE REVIEWED U.S. DESIRE TO NORMALIZE 
U . S .-IRAN TIES/ NOTED PROPAGANDA AGAINST USG/ AND 
STRESSED U.S. IS NOT IN ANY WAY INTERVENING IN IRANIAN 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. BAZARGAN STRESSED HIS PERSONAL 
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COMMI TWENT TO SOOO U.S.-IRAN RELATIONS/ AND STRESSED PGOI 
DESIRE FOR GOOD, EVEN EXPANDED/ ECONOMIC TIES WITH U.S. 

PM SOUGHT FAVORABLE USE ATTITUDE TOWARD PROBLEMS OF 
CONTRACT TERMINATION AND CONTINUANCE. BAZARGAN OPINED IT 
WOULD TAKE ANOTHER ONE/TWO MONTHS TO HAVE A DRAFT 
CONSTITUTION READY/ BUT SAID ELECTORAL LAW FOR CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY HAS JUST BEEN COMPLETED. B A ZA RGAN-ENTEZ AM BIO 
NOTE. END SUMMARY. * 


3. CHARGE/ ACCOMPANIED BY ACTING POLCOUNS STEMPEL CALLED 
ON PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN MORNING MAY 6. DEPUTY PM 
AMIR ENTEZAM WAS PRESENT AND TRANSLATED/ THOUGH IT WAS 
APPARENT THAT BAZARGAN UNDERSTOOD MOST OF WHAT WAS BEING 
SAID IN ENGLISH. MEETING OPENED ON WARM NOTE OF GREETING 
ALL AROUND. CHARGE SPOKE IN TERMS TO THOSE HE HAD USED 
WITH OTHER MINISTERS: U.S. ACCEPTS RESULTS OF IRANIAN 
REVOLUTION AND WISHES NEW PGOI SUCCESS. USG STRONGLY 
DESIRES TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS TO EXTENT AND AT PACE 
PGOI DESIRES. U.S. SUPPORTS IRAN’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY/ 
INDEPENDENCE AND ECONOMIC STABILITY. 

A. NOTING THAT THERE HAS BEEN MUCH ANTI-U.S. PROPAGANDA 
IN SPEECHES ANDMEDIA, CHARGE STRESSED THAT U.S. IS NOT 
INTERVENING AND WILL NOT INTERVENE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF IRAN. PRIME MINISTER WELCOMED CHARGE'S STATEMENT 
WITH THANKS. CHARGE SAID IF EVER DOUBT AROSE ON THIS 
SCORE/ BAZARGAN OR SENIOR OFFICIALS SHOULD NOT HESITATE 
TO CALL CHARGE OR AMBASSADOR/ WHEN HE ARRIVES. TIMELY 
FRANKNESS WAS GOOD WAY TO MINIMIZE MISUNDERSTANDING. 


5. BAZARGAN RESPONDED BY NOTING THAT HE PERSONALLY 
FAVORED GOOD U.S.-IRAN TIES/ ALLUDING TO VALUE OF HIS 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS WITH AMB SOLLIVAN AND POLOFF. GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH U.S. WERE PERSONAL BELIEF FOR PRIME 
MINISTER/ AND WHEN FOREIGN MINISTER YAZDI’S APPOINTMENT 
WAS BEING CONSIDERED/ PM HAD QUESTIONED YAZDI ON THIS 
POINT HIMSELF UNTIL HE WAS ASSURED THAT YAZDI SUPPORTED, 
FRIENDLY TIES WITH U.S. PGOI FEELS U.S. DOES INDEED 
WANT IRAN TO BE A STRONG POWER/ AND BAZARGAN JUDGED U.S. 
WAS f I N RANTING GOOD RELATI.PHS,/, IFUL.S. AGREES 
THAT iRANIATPnJTCR'PRETATION OF U.S. INTENTIONS IS CORRECT/ 
QUOTE WE BELIEVE THAT YOUR NEW AMBASSADOR WILL BE ABLE 
TO HELP US. UNQUOTE BAZARGAN THEN SAID IF USG HAD 
ANY INFORMATION THAT WOULD HELP IRAN DEFEND ITS INDEPEN- 
DENCE FROM ITS ENEMIES, QUOTE WE WILL APPRECIATE IT IF 
YOU CAN- PASS IT TO US. UNQUOTE HE INDICATED DEPUTY 
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PM ENTEZAM SHOULD BE CONTACT FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

6. PM NOTED THAT U.S. AND IRAN HAD HAD GOOD ECONOMIC 
AND MILITARY RELATIONS. NEW PGOI WANTED SAME, PERHAPS 
EXPANDED, ECONOMIC TIES. MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WOULD 
OF COURSE CHANGE. WEAPONS PURCHASES WOULD STOP, BUT 
PGOI NEEDED TECHNICAL HELP AND SPARE PARTS. PGOI 
HOPED AND EXPECTED TO HAVE FAVORABLE USG HELP IN 
SETTLING QUESTIONS OF CONTRACT TERMINATION AND RENEWAL. 
ENTEZAM ADDED THAT PGOI WANTED USG QUOTE NOT TO BE 
AGAINST US UNQUOTE ON DECISIONS WHETHER TO RENEW 
CONTRACTS OR NOT. ENTEZAM NOTED IN THIS CONNECTION'. 

THAT $8 MILLION IN SPARE PARTS WAS STILL WAITING IN 
TEXAS FOR SHIPMENT TO IRAN, AND URGED SOME ACTION ON 
THIS MATTER. CHARGE SAID HE WOULD CHECK ON IT, BUT 
THOUGHT SHIPMENT OF WHOLE $8 MILLION WORTH HAD BEGUN 
SOME DAYS EARLIER. (MISSION BELIEVES AT LEAST ONE 
PLANELOAD HAS ALREADY ARRIVED; DETAILS WILL BE 
FORWARDED TO PGOI.) ENTEZAM ASKED FURTHER QUESTION 
ABOUT REPORTED ARRIVAL OF NINE U.S. MILITARY PLANES. 
CHARGE SAID THESE WERE NINE CARGO PLANES TO TAKE OUT' 
BACKLOG OF HOUSEHOLD SHIPMENTS AND THAT PLANES WERE 
COMING AT RATE OF ONE OR TWO PER DAY, NOT ALL AT ONCE. 
ENTEZAM NOTED THIS WITH SATISFACTION. 

7. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION FROM CHARGE, PM DEVOTED A 

FEW MINUTES TO BROAD BRUSH OVERVIEW OF REVOLUTION, NOTING 
THAT HE WAS MERELY ELABORATING ON HIS RECENT TV TALK. 
IRANIAN REVOLUTION HAS SUCCEEDED VERY RAPIDLY. THIS 
BROUGHT MANY DIFFICULTIES, BUT PGOI WAS TRYING TO GET 
TOGETHER AND BIEGIN TO MEET ITS PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY 
SECURITY. ENTEZAM ADDED THAT PGOI HAD SUPPORT OF QUOTE 
99 PERCENT . OF PEOPLE UNQUOTE ’WHO ARE WILLING TO GIVE UP 
A GREAT DEAL TCL MADE REVOLUTION SUCCEED. C ONCERNED.- 
THAT RECENT KILLINGS OF ISLAMIC MOVEMENT LEADERS 
(GEN QARANI AND AYATOLLAH MOTAHARI) NAD INCREASED 
ANXIETY, BAZARGAN SAID THESE PROBLEMS WOULD BE OVERCOME. 
NEW DRAFT CONSTITUTION WAS BEING WORKED ON, BUT IT WOULD 
TAKE ONE TO TWO MONTHS FOR IT TO BE READY FOR RELEASE 
TO PUBLIC IN FINAL FORM. MEANWHILE, NEW ELECTORAL 
LAW HAD JUST BEEN COMPLETED, SO ADMINISTRATIVE PREPARA- 
TIONS FOR ELECTIONS OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY WERE WELL 
ALONG. TWO OR THREE MONTfl'S~'MO RE WOULD PROBABLY BE 
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NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THIS PROCESS; THIS WAS EXAMPLE OF 
PROBLEM WHICH GREW FROM RAPID SUCCESS OF REVOLUTION. 
(COMMENT: BAZARGAN AND ENTEZAM APPEARED SINCERELY POSITIVE, 

BUT THEY WENT TO SOME MODEST PAINS TO PAINT GOOD 
PICTURE OF REVOLUTION GRADUALLY CONSOLIDATING ITS GAINS. 
SINCE DISCUSSION CAME AT END OF MEETING, CHARGE DID NOT 
PUSH FOR THEIR REACTION TO HARD QUESTIONS OF POLITICAL 
ORGANIZATION. VIEW GIVEN ABOVE IS P&OBABLY AS CLOSE 
TO AN APPROVED QUOTE PARTY LINE UNQUOTE FOR THE ISLAMIC 
PGOI AS CAN BE FOUND.) 

8. ENTEZAM AND BAZARGAN: .ENTEZAM IS NOW CLEARLY PM'S 
RIGHT HAND MAN. HE HAS BEEN CLOSE TO BAZARGAN FOR 
SOME YEARS, BUT REALLY CAME INTO HIS OWN JUST BEFORE 
AND JUST AFTER SUCCESS OF REVOLUTION. DEPARTURE OF 
YAZDI FROM PRIME MINISTERIAL ENTOURAGE HAS GIVEN 
ENTEZAM GREATER ROLE IN GENERAL POLITICS OF PGOI, 

INCLUDING FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WHICH WERE VIRTUAL YAZDI 
P.RESERVE . ENTEZAM IS ABOUT 48, A 1963 UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA BERKELEY PHD IN ECONOMICS, AND HAS HAD HIS 
OWN PRIVATE CONSULTING FIRM - FOR SEVERAL YEARS. WITHIN 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) HE ROSE TO POSITION 
ON CENTRAL GOVERNING BODY OVER PAST TWO YEARS AND WAS ONE 
OF THOSE CHOSEN BY BAZARGAN FOR GOVERNMENTAL POSITION 
BECAUSE OF HIS MODERATE VIEWS. HE WAS CHIEF. CHALLENGER OF 
CURRENT TBHRANMAYOR T AVAKOLI , WHO REPRESENTED THE LEFTIST 
FACTION OF THE LMI. BAZARGAN CHOSE ENTEZAM TO REPLACE 
TAVAKOLI AS THE LMI'S PRINCIPAL DAY TO DAY CONTACT WITH 
THE EMBASSY SEVERAL WEEKS PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTIONS 
SUCCESS . 

9. BOTH ENTEZAM AND BAZARGAN SHARE A WESTERN INTELLECTUAL 
VIEW OF THE WORLD AND THE WAY OF LIFE SHOULD BE 
ORIENTATED. THOUGH RELIGIOUS (BAZARGAN MORE SO THAN 
ENTEZAM) , BOTH IMPLICITY BELIEVE MORE IN WESTERN 
RATIONALIST CONCEPTS THAN THEIR THEOLOGICAL ALLIES IN THE 
ISLAMIC MOVEMENT. DURING* THIS MEETING BAZARGAN LOOKED 
HEALTHY AND ALERT. NAAS tt# 
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Tehran, Iran 


(toy 24 , 1979 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

As you know, a series of large deeonst yet ions to 
protest the recent resolution by the United States Senate 
are planned for this afternoon and tomorrows I an deeply 
disturbed that at no time, since the preparations of the 
denonstrations were announced have I seen spy action or 
appeal by the Provisional Government of the Islaaiic 
Republic of Iran to ensure that the public Actions will 
be peaceful. I urge that the Provisional Government Of 
the Islanic Republic of Iran take whatever steps era 
necessary to call for calm and a peaceful apnosphere. 

Your Governnent is aware that the U.S, 'Administration 
has been making a maximum effort to improve; relations, 
restore our ties to a normal course, and lipit te the 
extent possible emotional or misinformed response!. We 
have no ability to control statements from the American 
press or the U.S. Congress. We have done opr best, hows, 
ever, to present a factual piemens of events in Iran and 
to describe to all interested American parties the mutual 
Interest and concerns we share with Iran. 

We are concerned by tKe phenomenon of increasim# 
anti-Americanism in Iran, .much of which seems to be bmSed 
on a popular misunderstanding of the attitude of tttiW 
Administration. 

I have been instructed by ay Govenment to express 
its concern that the demonstrations today and tomorrow 


His Excellency, 

Eng. Mehdi Bazargan, 
PTime Minister, 
Tehran. 


may threaten the safety of American Embassy personnel 
in Tehran. We would like the Provisional Government 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to consider additional 
measures to provide protection in the emotionally-charged 
circumstances. The United States Government expects the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
to fulfill its internationally recognized responsibilities 
to protect the lives and property of foreign diplomatic 
personnel. 

In order to reduce the possibility of violence, I 
would like to suggest that the demonstrations be routed 
away from the Embassy and prevented from approaching the 
walls of the Embassy*. 

Mr. Prime Minister,’ ns I had expressed to you 
personally, opr two countries end peoples have much in 
common to provide a firm foundation for a good relation- 
ship in the future based on mutual respect, I sincerely 
hope that yout Government will take whatever steps are 
necessary to cool the present atmosphere so that both 
od us can go about our work in improving our relations 
in the interest of both of our peoples. 

With high esteem. 


Sincerely, 


Charles W. Naas 
Charge d'affaires, a. i. 
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E.O. 12065: IDS-4 5/7/89 (STSMPIL, J.D.) 0»-» 

TAOS: POOP, IR 

SDBJ: MIETINC WITH*BAZABOAN 

Rgy: TEHRAN 4579 

LURING CHAR3E MEETINO WITH BAUROV (RKKTSL) . PRIME 
MINISTER ASKED ABOUT AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN AND SAID HE 
HAD WANTED TO SEE AMBASSADOR BEEORI HE LE1T . HE 
REMINISCED BRISKET ON HIS MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR IN 
VERT ELATTERING TERMS, WAS OSNDINUT PLEASED THAT 
AMBASSADOR HAD RETORNED SAEELT, AND ASI1D AMBASSADOR 
BE GIVEN HIS PERSONAL BEST WISHES. NAAS 
BT 
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| TASS: PDIP, OS, IR 

1 SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO FOURTH OF JULY MESSAGE TO THE 
| PRESIDENT FROM PRIME MINISTER BAZARCAN 

O 

3 1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM PRIME MINI- 
* STER BAZARGAN FOR THE PRESIDENT: QUOTE ON BEHALF OF THE 
BROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN I 
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND TO TOU, MR. PRESIDENT, MT SINCERE 
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE OF-THE 
UNITED STATES. THE FOURTH OF JULY INVOKES THE MEMORY OF 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, AN OCCASIONTHAT I DEEM FIT TO 
SEIZE TO CONVEY, THROUGH TOU, OUR GOOD WISHES FOR THE 
PROSPERITY AND WELL-BEING OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. UNQUOTE 

2. FOLLOWING RESPONSE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER SHOULD BE 
DELIVERED TO PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN: QUOTE DEAR MR. PRIME 
MINISTER: TOUR KIND MESSAGE OF BEST WISHES TO COMMEMORATE 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR INDEPENDENCE IS DEEPLY APPRECIATED. 
THANK YOU-ON BEHALF OF THE-AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR YOUR THOUGHT 
FUL EXPRESSION OF FRIENDSHIP AND GOODWILL. SINCERELY, 

JIMMY CARTER. UNQUOTE 

3. NO RELEASE INTENDED, BUT NO OBJECTION IF RECIPIENT 
WISHES TO DO SO. THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED ORIGINAL. VANCE 
BT 



Tehran, July 15, 1979. 


1 


Dear Mr. Prise Minister: 

1 have been asked to deliver to you the following 
text of President Carter's response to your gracious 
message of congratulations on my country's Independence 
Day: 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Your kind message of best wishes to 
commemorate the anniversary of our independence 
is deeply appreciated. Thank you, on behalf of 
the American people, for your thoughtful expres* 
sion of friendship and goodwill. 

Sincerely, 

Jimmy Carter 

I take this opportunity, Mr. Prime Minister, to 
express my own appreciation of your message and to 
record my gratitude for the warm welcome I have had 
since ray arrival from both the government and people 
of Iran. 


Sincerely yours. 


L. Bruce Laingen 
Charge d' Affaires a.i. 


His Excellency 

Mehdi Bazargan, 

Prime Minister of Iran, 
Tehran. 
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HSJ: MEETING WITH ?M BAZABSAK 


1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT I 

1. SPM1f.nl : I CALLED ON PM BAZAR5AK AUGUST 11. EM 
SjfZDI WAS PRESENT AS TRANSLATOR. FOLLOWING OLENINS BE- 
5 MARKS ON OUR MUTUAL DESIRE FOR A FRUITFUL BILATERAL 
S RELATIONSHIP, BAZARSAN SAID THAT THE PGOI IS DISAPPOINTED 
iTHAT U.S. PROMISES HAVE NOT BEEN BACKED UP. BT ACTIONS. 
IKS. RAISED THREE PROBLEM AREAS: MILITARY SPAHE FArTi , 

»V ISAS AND LACK OF A REPLACEMENT FOR AMBASSADOR CUTLER. 

1 1 RESPONDED BT DETAILING VHAT VR HAVE DONE IN THE MILI- 
| TART SUPPLY AREA, POINTING OUT THAT THERE ARE ACTIONS 
WHICH THE PGOI MUST ALSO TAKE TO RESUME THE FLOW. I 
i SAID THAT VE, TOO, ARE DISAPPOINTED BT. OUR CONTINUING 
{INABILITY TC GAIN ACCESS TO PRCP r STIFS AND RECORDS RE- 
SLATED TO OUR PAST MILITARY FRESENCE IK IRAN AND ASKED FOR 
SHIS HELP IN THIS REGARD. ON VISAS, I TOLL BAZARGAK 
* VHAT VE HAD BEEN DOING AND VHAT VE VERE PREPARED TO DO, 
BUT AGAIN SAID VE NEEDED PGOI COOPERATION IN REMOVING 
THE IRREGUXAR SECURITY PRESENTLY ON OUR COMPOUND. I 
RAISED PGOI TREATMENT OF U.S. CORRESPONDENTS AS AN 
IRRITANT IN OUR RELATIONSHIP. YAZDI RESPONDED VICK BIS 
NOV FAMILIAR CHARGES OF A CONSPIRACY IN THE U.S. MEL I A 
TO SLANDER TEE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. BAZARS AN VIS MORE 
DISPASSIONATE IN HIS VIEV OF THE PRESS. THE MEETING 
ENDED WITH AN APPIiHL FROM BAZAR3AN FOB CONCRETE ACTS 
ON OUR PART TO DEMONSTRATE 0.*. GOODKIU TOWARD IRAN. 

I SAID VE HAD TRIED AND WOULD CONTINUE TO TUT TO DO THIS, 
RUT urged IRAN TO LOOT TO THE FUIBII RATHER THAN TO 
DWELL ON THE PAST AND TO STATE VFAT ITS REVOLUTION WAS 
FOR AS WELL AS WHAT IT WAS AGAINST. END SUMMARY. ' 


3. I BEGAN BT THANKING BAZA8G AH FOR RECEIVING ME AS 
CHARGE WHICH I TOOI AS IK INDICATION ft TIE PGOI'S DE- 
SIRE TO WORK WITH THI 0‘S® TO BOlLD A BILATERAL RELATION- 
SHIP THAT TOOK ACCOUNT OF THE NEV REMIT ltS IN IRAN. I 
EXPRESSED MY GOVERNMENT'S WARMEST REGARDS AND RESPECT 
FOR HIM PERSONALLY AND TEE PGOI. VE VENTED TO VORK VITE 
IRAN, I TOLD HIM, ALTHOUGH VE UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WOULD 
TAKE TIME AND PATIENCE TO DEVELOP A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL 
RELATIONSHIP. VX F.OFED THAT IN PURSUING THAT GOAL THERE 
VCOLE BE RESTRAINT AND UNDERSTANDING ON BOTH SIDES. I 
SAID THAT- I HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO SAY THAT VE WERE READY 
TC MLP IN' ANY WAY POSSIBLE THAT MIGW'CONTRIBUTE TO 


IRA 

TCL 


S STABILITY AND THE WELL-BEING OF ITS PEOPLE. I 
HIM TEAT I WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT WE COULD .MAKE PRO- 
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- S.’E S IN BUILDING OUR RFLAT I ONSEI P BECAUSE IT WAS TEE 
DESIRE OF BOTH OUR PEOPLES TEAT WE DO SO. WHILE WE HAD 
, OME PROBLEMS TO WORE OUT, VE HAE STRONG CONTINUING 
MUTUAL INTERESTS. ON OUR SIDE WE REGARDED THE TERRI- 
TORIAL INTEGRITT, THE INDEPENDENCE AND THE STABILITY 
OF IRAN AS IMPORTANT TO US BEFORE THE REVOLUTION AND JUST 
AS IMPORTANT TO US IN ITS AFTERMATH. I WOULD BE RE- 
TURNING TO WASHINGTON TOWARD THE END OE AUGUST AND WOULD 
PE HAPPY TO CARRY ANY MESSAGE HE MIGHT HAVE. 

A BAZARGAN RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM 
OTHERS IN THE PSOI WHOM I HAD SEEN THAT I HAD SHOWN 
OKEERS TENDING AND GOODWILL TOWARD THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION 
IKE HIS GOVERNMENT. HE ESPECIALLY WELCOMED HEARING OF 
oi; R SUPPORT FOR IRAN'S INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY. HE, TOO, HAD BEEN OFTIMISTIC ABOUT .THE 
fSTORAT ION OF GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS CABINET, HE TOLD ME, 

HAD ALWAYS BEEN IN AGREEMENT ON THE DESIRABILITY OF CLOSE 
COOPERATION WITH THE U.S., AND CONSEQUENTLY HAD BEEN 
PREPARED ON NUMEROUS OCCASION’S TO STAND UP PUBLICLY TO 
lEtEND IRAN'S relationship with us, notwithstanding the 

HIGH LEVEL OF EMOTIONALISM IN THE REVOLUTION'S AFTER- 
MATH AND ACCUSATIONS ABOUT U.S. INTERFERENCE IN IRAN'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

UNFORTUNATELY, FROM IRAN'S POINT OF VIEW, BAZARGAN 
'All, THE U.S. HAE NOT RESPONDED IN ANY POSITIVE WAY 
THAT THE PJOI COULD USE TO DEMONSTRATE THE WORTH OF ITS 
MLATIONSHIP WITH US TO THE IRANIAN PEOPLE. “YOU HAVE 
ONLY GIVEN LIP SERVICE TO BETTER RELATIONS," HE SAID, 

"AND WE HAVE ONLY HEARD PROMISES FROM YOU. ‘ AS AN 
IXAMPLE, HE CITED ASSURANCES GIVEN BY AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN 
AND CHARGE NAAS THAT MILITARY SPARE PARTS WOULD BE DE- 
LIVERED. "NOTHING HAS HAPPENED," HE SAID, "NOT EVEN 
A DATE WHEN WE MIGHT EXPECT DELIVERY HAS BEEN GIVEN US. 
THERE WAS ALSO A PROBLEM INVOLVED IN CLEARING IRAK'S 
MILITARY ACCOUNTS. • IRAN HAE RECEIVED NO INVOICES ON 
kKAT IT HAD BOUGHT AND PAIR FOl SINCE 1966, HE CLAIMED. 

THE PGOI CONSEQ0ENTELY HAD NO IDEA OF WHAT ITS FINANCIAL 
POSITION WAS IN THIS AREA. SOM* FIGURES HAD BEEN PBO- 
PT 
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V I r ED IN FEBRUARY, BUT THERE WERE STILL CASES OUTSTANDING 
FROM 13 YEARS BEFORE. 

6. TURNING TO ANOTHER AREA, HE SAID THAT WE WERE NOT 
PITTING VISA NEEDS OR EVEN INDIVIDUALS NEEDING MEDICA* 
ATTENTION. SOME PEOPLE WHO HAD HAD OPES HEART SURGE'-. 7 

.AM i'HC HAD MADE APPOINTMENTS FOR CHECT-UES IT THE U.S. 
•HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO GET VISAS. YA EDI INTERCEDED TC 

Isay the pgoi was under growing pressure to allow stu- 

5 DENTS TO GO TO THE USSR FOR STUDY. TEIS WAS SOMETHING 
-THE PGOI DID NOT WANT TO DO, HE SAID,. BUT WHICH IT MIGHT 
SLAVE TO ACCEDE TO (IF VE DID NOT ISSUE VISAS TO THEM TO 

0 G© TO U.S. SCHOOLS REING THE THREAT LEFT UNSAID). 
fBAZARGAN SAID THAT THERE WAS ALSO THE OUESTION OF OUR 
f FA II URE TO NAME A REPLACEMENT FOR AM3ASS ADOR CUTLER. 
SYAZDI REPEATED HIS EARLIER CONTENTION THAT YOUR CHARGE 
|"TOir US WITHIN 24 HOURS TEAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAD 

1 ACCEPTED" OPR DECISION,"' ADDING THAT TREY WERE SUBSE- 
QUENTLY TOLD THAT IT WOULD TATE ONLY FIVE. OR SIR WEEKS 

a TO COMPLETE THE PROCESS. 

♦ 

7. I RESPONDED BY SAYING TEAT I WELCOME EAZAP.GAN'S 
FEAN-'NESS, PARTICULARLY SINCE SOME OF THE THINGS HE 
RAISED I HAD PLANNED BRINGING UP MYSELF. I WAS UNAWARE 
THAT IRAN HAL RECEIVED NO INVOICES FOR ITS MILITARY 
PURCHASES SINCE 19665 QUITE FRANKLY I FOUND SUCH A CON- 
TENTION HARE TO BELIEVE. I NOTED THAT IN EARIIER DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH FM YAZDI AND MOND RIAHI I HAD DEALT AT 
SOME LENGTH ON THE COMPLICATED NATURE OF OUR .PAST MILI- 
TARY SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP. I ASSURED HIM THAT CUR PUR- 
POSE WAS NOT TO STOP THE ELOW OE ESSENTIAL SPARE PARTS 
TO IRAN, BUT RATHER TO DEAD WITH TEE ENTIRE RELATIONSHIP 
IN SUCH A WAY AS NOT TO JEOPARDIZE OUR ABILITY TO BE 

IN POSITION TO PROVIDE THE KIND OF SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP 
IRAN MIGHT WANT TOR TEE FUTURE. 


£. THROUGH PATIENT EFFORT WE HAD REACHED A POSITION 
WHERE VE WERE NOW ABLE TO RESUME DELIVERY C? SPARE PARTS 
IN THE PIPELINE. THIS HAD REEN COMMUNICATED TO THE MOND 
AND TEE MEA TWO WEEKS AGO, AND WE WERE NOW WAITING EOF; 
IRAN TO MAKE SPIFFING ARRANGEMENTS SO THAT DELIVERIES 
COULD IE EFFECTED. SEVERAL PLANE LOADS OF SPARES HAD 
EFEN DELIVERED DURINQ THE PAST FEW MONTHS THROUGH AR- 
RANGEMENTS WORKED OUT EETWEEN THE MAAG AND THE IIAF AND, 
FURTHER, VE WERE READY TO CONSIDER NEW CRIERS , INCLUDING 
THAT EOF. COBRA/TOW CALIBRATION SERVICES. I SAID THAT AN 
CFFiqiF. WOULD BE BAND CARRYING AN DOA FOR THIS CASE TO 
IKAIKN AUGUST 13. 
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i f j so jut »?. lad- seek urging a meeting of 
’"«*.» A VC !. V HSST OFFICIALS CONCERNED <1T3 1ST 
VII i : A 7 Y SUPPLY ISSUE ?CR SOME TIME. SUCH A *1 FT INS, 

.firs: /GOLD DEAL VII r PROCEDURES, VOULB, IK O'JP VIED, J? Ftp 
UVUCP BE; TDK UK Li F.STAMr I NC- OF THIS COMPLICATED SOPJECT. 

(IAEA:- OAN GOT ON THE fHOKE — TO 3IAKI I PELI EV" — A Np 
A FIEF A BRIEF CONVERSATION .AGREED THAT SUCH A MEET INC 
f HOULE BE COK'VFKEE. HF AKT YAZEI SET AUGUST U AT THE 
MFA AS THE TATE AND VENUE. ) ON THE MATTER OF ACCOUNTING, 

I TOLL BAZARGAN THAT THERE V'AS A MEETING SCHEDULED IN . 
VASKIN5T0N -AUGUST 22-24 EOE THE SPECIFIC P"FPOSE OF 
DELVING INTO THIS MATTFf. . A GREAT B^AL 0> VO BE WAS 
GOING INTO PREPARATIONS FOR THIS 'FETING AM iF PA I UEGEL 
THE. PGOI TO SEND A PEPS FStNTATI VE TO IT. THE “TAG * OUT D 
?F EEPEI SENTED IN ANT TV ENT , AND COULD -R1-F PGOI OFFICIALS 
.LATER, but VE PEL I IV RD IT VOUIP BE EAR PREFERABLE PGR THE 
| PGOI TO HAVE ITS OWN REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT . i URGED 
! BAZARGAN TC CONSIDER THIS, 
fc 

.10. BOTH BAZASGAN AND TAZDI APPEASED TO BE TAKEN APACE 
[BY MY STATEMENT THAT IT V'AS UP TO THE PGOI TO MAKE 
JA Rr.ANGEMENTS FOR DELIVERY OF ITS SPARES. TAZDI ASKED IF 
EVE LID NOT rFLIVFR THESE ITEMS FCR IRAN. I EXPLAINED 
•THAT V AS ONLY IN CEPTAIN INSTANCES, AND THAT THE USUAL 
SHFACTICE WAS FOE THE PURCHASER TO MAKE ITS OVN ARRANSE- 
| MINTS. I AGAIN SAID THAT THE MEETINGS I HAD REFERRED TO 
I *OULD HE USEFUL IN HELPING THE PGOI TO UNDERSTAND THIS 
§ V - C IF VERY COMPLICATED SUB.'E.CT AND URGED THAT IT SEND 
JSC -'•ONE TO WASHINGTON IN ADDITION TO PARTICIPATING IN 
*Th: PROCEDURAL MEETING ON AUGUST 14. 

11. I TEEN RAISED a NUMBER OF PROBLEMS ON OUR SIDE. 

I NOTED THAT VE BAD RETAINED A SMALL MILITARY -MISSION IN 
IRAN AND THAT THE BULK OF THOSE MEMBERS STILL HERE HAD 
BEEN INVOLVE! IN TRYING TO VINE UP IN AN ORDERLY WAY CUR 
PAST MILITARY PROPERTIES IN IRAN. VE HAD HAD ONLY VERY 
LIMITED SUCCESS IN SETTING ACCESS TO RECORDS AT GULF 
DISTRICT, IN RECLAIMING COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND OTHER 
PROPERTIES THAT iELONSED TO US, IN DISPOSING OF COMMIS- 
SARY STOCKS , EVEN IN RESOLVING SUCH MINOR MATTERS AS THE 
IT 
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MA I I ABANDONED AT THE APO. IT HAS NOT A QUESTION OF TEE 
ION ETA hi VAll'E -0? HP AT WE ABE A5TSK, A I THOUGH THERE 
SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS INVOLVED IN THE COMMISSARY STOC 'S 
•ICNIi WI HERE CONCERNED ABOUT TEE PRINCIPLE INVOLVE! 

IN OUB CONTINUING INABILITY TO SAIN ACCESS TO » - AT IS 
CU'-S. I AS EEL FOR BAZARGAV'S COOPERATION IN P.FS0VIK5 
.TEASE ISSUES, NOTING THAT I WOULD BE SENDING A EE IT ?. 
j j 0 YAZri IN A ill DIYS ON IBIS S‘-Mt SUBJECT H-EOUNTING 
SV::IS£ WE STOOL — WHICH , UNFORTUNATELY , WAS NOWHERE . 

«12. ON VISAS, I TOLD BAZARGAN THAT' IT. WAS NOT IN OUR 
| INTFKFST TO STOP TEE FLOW OF PEOPLE BETWEEN IRAN AND THE 
I G. Si. I NOTED TEAT IN THE AFTERMATH OF TEE REVOLUTION AND 
I .HE ATTACK ON THE EKB WE HAD CONFRONTED A NUMBER OF 
f:-:-.0?LBMS IN RESUMING FULL-SCALE CONSULAR OPERATIONS. 

5 T B s r incluied lace of an adeouate physical facility, a 

ISmiASE Oi STAFF AND INADEQUATE SECURITY. NCNETEETESS 
f,F RAD REDOUBLED OUR EFFORTS TO SEE TEAT EVERY QUALIFIED 
U"'LF' T WOULD GET A VISA IN TIME TO REACH ?IS SCHOOL IN 
S.Kt U.S. I TOIL HIM TEAT WE WERE PRFSENTLY PROCESSING 
•iff STUDENT VISA CASES A DAT AND THAT V'E K.AB PUT ON T 'C 
SHIFTS TO COMPLETE NEW CONSULAR FACILITIES TEAT Will BE 
AMONG TEE MOST MODERN IN THE WORLD. I REPRESSED SUR- 
PRISE THAT THESE CQ-'LD EE INSTANCES OF INDIVIDUALS '-EC 
I.! GUIS EL METICAL ATTENTION NOT BEING ABLE TO GET VISAS, 

SINCE WE E AD MADE EVERY EFFORT TO SEE THAT GENUINE 
MFEICAD EMERGENCIES RECEIVED ATTENTION. I ASSURED 
BAZARGAN WE DID NOT WANT TC BE AN OBSTACLE IN THIS AREA, 

AN D ASKED YAZDI TO LET ME ENOW OF ANT SUCH INSTANCES HE 
NEW CF. 

13. I WENT ON TO. POINT OUT, HOWEVER , THAT VE HAD BEEN 
FOR CEI TO WORK WITHIN CERTAIN CONSTRAINTS IN OCR EFFORTS 
TO RESUME FULL-SCALE CONSULAR OPERATIONS, INCLUDING TEE 
CONTINUING PRESENCE OF AN IRREGULAR SECURITY FORCE ON 
OUR COMFOUND. WE WERE GENUINELY APPRECIATIVE CF THE 
HELP IT'S M, EMBERS HAD PROVIDED, ESPECIALLY IN THE- IM- 
MiEEIATE AITERMATE OF THE FEBRUARY ATTACK ON THE EM3 . 

BUT CONDITIONS HAD NOW CHANGED. IN OUR VIEW, IHEIR 
PRESENCE WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE. INDEED 
THE DEGREE TO KFICE THEY HAD INVOLVED- THEMSELVES IN CUR 

internal operations was directly related to our ability 

ACCORDINGLY, WE THOUGHT IT IMPERATIVE THAT THEY BE RE- 
MOVED AND REPLACED BY A REGULAR SECURITY FORCE; OUTSIDE 
TEE COMPOUND. 

14. /1YAZBI SJAID THE HEAD OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WAS 
SUPBCSED TO TALK TO MASHALLAH KASBANI THAT VERY DAY WITH 
A VI: W TC HAVING HIM AND HIS PEOPLE LEAVE. THEY WOULD 
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-•'placet: *'iis anote-s s gone outsits the compound. 

FP TK*T PE? "APS IT TISET ULTIMATELY EE POSSIBLE 
lO T . MOVE EVEN TEAT GROUP. ] SAID T r AT V SIEP V ,r *'0"iL> 

7* r CAKE OF SECURITY CK THE IK5ISE, L'E WOULD iTEE SC'^E 
■I* 1 ’! JE FORCE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE CROWD C0AT80L OUTSIPT 
IF T CCKS VI Ah SJCTION WHEN IT OPENEI. 

1?. I THEN RAISED TREATMENT OJ U.S. CORRESPONDENTS B r 
jK>, PSCI, S AY INS THAT I UNEFP.STOCt THE PSOI CONCERN 
T.’AT THE AMERICAN PRESS WAS NOT FBESENTIN3 A BALANCED 
PICTURE OF IRAK. I HAD NOT COPE TO LODSF. <N OFFICIAL 
CCKFl/IN? 1 SCOT THE EXPULSION Of AMERICAN CORE > SPC'il ENTS 
rlT I ill 7 NT TO EXPRESS MY CONCERN ABOUT T V E IMP«"T 
fl'C: ACTIONS iT.ET. HAVING ON OUR BILATERAL 8nA’iON*iIP 
’*■•'11- OOP. P = ?SS ■•■AS NOT P3SEECT , SI Dir m *» cC'I T "0 
jiNCClUJSL FA LA!' CEB 3 EPOETINS . I SUGGESTED TEA ~ ~ CORRES- 
Tf ARE MOTIVATED BY VERY HUMAN CONS I DERATIONS . 

STr.tY FOCUS ON THE SENSATIONAL BECAUSE THEY ?N0» THAT IS 
§»HAT SELLS. BUT, WHILE A FREE PRESS KAY NOT ALT AYS 
« PRINT V.RAT WE MISHT WANT IT TO, THE ONLY THING .CHS* -'AS 
| A CONTROLLED, PRESS . 

|16. I TCLD 3AZAE5AN THAT TO OUR PEOPLE THERE APPE«-S 
{TO EE AN EFFORT DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY R3AINST THE 
^AMERICAN PRESS, A PERCEPTION THAT DOES NOT HELP TH T 
I CLIMATE IN 'WHICH TEE P30I AND WE MUST WORE IN OUP. IDFOR" 
fTO REBUILD OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. I CITED THE 
SEEKER'S BY DR. MOM : 'EN CF THE MINISTRY CF NATIONAL 
3 GUIDANCE TO THE EFFECT THAT AMERICAN COPKESF0NTFNT3 IN 
* IRAN OFTEN* SEEM TO BE SPI"S FIRST AM JOURNALISTS S v ’CONt. 
SUCH A. STATEMENT, V ITKOUT * NY FOUNDATION AND * S^NIQD 
POOI OFFICIAL, WAS IN NO ONE'S INTEREST. 

17. WITHOUT WAIT I NS FOR BAZAR1AN TO RESPOND, YAZDI I A ! I 
THAT TEE PROBLEM WITH YOUR PRESS IS THAT IT IS MISIN- 
FORMING THE AMERICAN PUBLIC; IT IS SLANDER INS US." ~t 
CITED AN INTERVIEW HE HAD GIVEN TO SSE30RY ROSE UNDER THE 
IMFRFS SI ON TEAT HE -REPRESENTED NEW. TORE MAGAZINE V-I CH 
EOSE SUBSEQUENTLY BILLED AS AN INTERVIEW WITH BO^H T» 2DI 
AND THOKEI N I AND SOLD TO PENTHOUSE MAGAZINE. ANOTF^S 
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EXAMPLE WAS THE KEBSVEE5 FEATURE, "THE JOTLESS REVOLU- 
TICK,” ’’PI D TOU READ IT?” HE AS ! 'FD. Will TAZDI TURNER 
TO TRr.lt Si ATI FOR A SSl«I«3iT PUZZLED BAZARS AN I F;3AN 
TC FilPCNr TO HIS SPECIFIC R SHARES ONLY TC HAVE HIM 
>,;T:.SN TO THE SUBJECT VITH SIEVED HEAT. "SHOULD . r CLL 
rs T 3 3 J.EI CARPET FOR THESE PEOPLE?’' EE A 5 : F. T . ' * EY 

,:av: neves treated us fairit. they call es fanatics 

jt'D RACE WARD. THIS SAFE U.S. NE-'S AND A ORIS REPORT ’SIC) 

STALLED Ml A COMMUNIST. I WROTE THEM A LETTER REBUTTING 
i'j-ii CHARGE, AND THEY WOULDN'T EVEN' PRINT IT.” 

Fl-. AT THAT POINT BAZAR3AN CUIETLI OBSERVED THAT THERE 
| / AS 1 A TIM; WnEN THE FOREISN MEDIA HAD PSZN VERY SYKPA- 
| IP ET IC TO THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. EVEN BEFORE THE CAP.TER 
I ADMINISTRATION HAD DECIDED TO STOP SUPPORT1NC THE SHAH, 

SHE SAID, THE F0REI3N PRESS WAS POP.TRAYINS THE SITUATION 
JIN IRAN AS IT REALLY WAS. AFTER THE REVOLUTION, TOO. 

{REPORTING WAS PAIR. I SUGGESTED TEAT THE TIME ARTICLE 
Son KHOMEINI , A COPY OF fcntCB I HAD SENT TO YAZDI. SURC1Y 
a HAD BEEN RPASCf’APLY BALANCED. I ALSO SUGGESTED THAT 
'A VERY RESPECTABLE NEWS ORGANIZATION, WOULD HAVE TRIED 
TO PE BALANCED HAD IT PFEN GIVEN THE CHANCE. 

If. YAZPI COUNTERED THAT THE NBC TEAM HAD BEEN EXPELLED 
BECAUSE IT EAI VIOLATED IRANIAN REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS. I SAID THAT CORRESPONDENTS 
NirrEE TO C NOW WHAT THE REGULATIONS WERE IF THEY WERE TO 
APIDE 3Y TEEM. YAZDI CLAIMED THAT THE NBC TEA1 LEADER 
HAD EE BN BRIEFED BY- DS. BEHZADNIA OF THE MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL GUIIANCE THE LAST TIME HE HAL BEEN TP IRAN, 

BUI THAT HE CHOSE TO IGNORE THE RULES ANT GO TO QOM 
INSTEAD WHERE EE GOT A LETTER FROM THE LOCAL COMMITTEE 
AUTI OR IZING HIM TO GO TO RURDESTAN . ' I P.FSPONDEr TEAT THE 
PGOI, PAVING MADE ITS PO INT , SHOULD NO-' INVITE NBC RAC'.'. 

2P. YAZDI IGNORED THIS, ASKING INSTEAD IF I DID NOT 
SEE A CLEAR PATTERN IN THE AMERICAN PRESS TREATMENT OF 
IRAN. I SAID I DID NOT, ALTHOUGH I DID SEE A. CLEAR 
PATTERN OF ACCUSATION IN TEE IRANIAN MEIIA THAT THE U.S. 

WAS INTERFERING IN IRAN'S INTERNAE AFFAIRS. S!’CH ACCUSA- 
TIONS WERE WITHOUT BASIS. YAZDI CONCEDED THAT. BUT 
OUICKLT ATDED TEAT THERE IS A HISTORICAL BASIS POP. 

IRANIAN JOURNALISTS' SUSPICIONS. TO MACE HIS POINT GE 
HECITEE A PERSIAN SAYING: “ONE BITTEN BY A SKA"D IS 
THEN AFRAID OF EVERY BLACK AND WHITE ROPE HE ENCOUNTERS 
RETURNING TO THE OFFENSIVE, T.AZEI SAID, "THE U.S. PRESS 
IS ySAINSTUS." 

21. TC PUT AN END TO THIS FRUITLESS LINE CF DISCUSSION, 
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i r : -azarsan fob his generosity is r-c-iving me 
!M ? r n:-.' !*: FT O.-'FFR TO CONVEY AMY MESS ' if HE MIGHT 
-AY? TC '•RSKH'-itS VHEN I R T T URN'ET FOR CONSULT' TICKS . I 
TO HIM IGf.IN FOR HIS HELP IK SAINING 'CC.ESS TO 
U.S. MILITARY RECORDS AND PROPERTY AT TBF. GULF DISTRICT 
ANF EXTENDED MY BEST WISHES TO HIM PERSONALLY A ND TO D IS 
GOVIENMFNT. BAZARGAN SAID HE APPRECIATED MY VIFVS AND 
ASSl’r.AAC r S . EE THEK TODD A STORY ABOUT 50V IS TFE PERIOD 
IMF FIT AT ELY AFTER ¥tf II EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED IN IRAN, 
EVEN A BABY'S CRYING, VAS BLAMED ON BRITISH AGITATION. 
LATER, DURING THE TIME OE MOSSADEGH, THE U.S. ENJO'ED 
GREAT PRESTIGE AS A CONSEQUENCE CF THE GOOD VC=SS 
AMERICANS HAD PREVIOUSLY DOSE IN AND FOR IRAK , ROT V'REN 
FOSSArFJH WAS OVERTHROWN IRANIANS BEGAN TO BLA V I EVERY- 
THING THAT HAPPENED IN THE COUNTRY CV THE U.S. JUST 
„fS THEY HAD ONCE BLAMED THE BRITISH. THIS PERCEPTION 
| v A Y NOT BE ACCURATE, BAZARGAN SAID, EOT IT IS a' kT.t.117' 

• TO BE DEALT WITH. ACCORDINGLY, THE U.S. MUST r 0 SOME- 

| THING TO BACS UP ITS GOOD INTENTIONS, TO SHOW THAT IT IS 
j.VOT AGITATING AGAINST IRAN'S INTERESTS. 

|22>. . I SAID 'I THOUGHT VE WERE ALREArT SHOWING CUR S I N - 
ICERIIY IN THIS REGARD AND ASSURED HIM THAT WE WOULD 
I CONTINUE TC DC 'WHAT VE COULD TC T EMONSTHATE CUR G00 r - 
JWIU. AS FOR IRAN AND THE PGOI , I SUGGESTED THAT, V EIL T 
I VE HAD TO LIVE VIT? THE PAST. WE SHOULD NOT rVELl ON IT. 

| IT 'WAS IMPORTANT TO 100 i To THE FUTURE, JUST AS IT 'AS 
I IMPORTANT EOS THE REVOLUTION TO STATE WHAT IT WAS FOR A3 

jVHL AS WHAT IT WAS AC-AINST. 

* 

FZ. COMMENT! IT WAS CLEAR FROM MY DISCUSSION' WITH 
BAZARGAN THAT YAZD1 HAD BRIEFED HIM THOROUGHLY JUST 
BEFORE MT ARRIVAL. BAZARGA.N'S COURTLINESS DID NOT STOP 
r.I/1 FROM SFEA.-CIK3 FF.ANSLT , ALTHOUGH YAZDI'S TRANSLATION 
OE WHAT HE SAID OFTEN HAD A ROUGHER EDGE THAN BAZAHIAK'S 
ACTUAL REMARKS . INDEED, THE DIFFERENCES IN THE IMPORTANCE 
EACH MAN ATTACHED TO THE SUBJECTS THAT WERE DISCUSSED AND 
THE APPROACHES THEY- TCOE TO THEM WERE PERHAPS ALMOST AS 
SIGNIFICANT AS THE SUBJECTS THEMSELVES. BAZARGAN WAS 
CLEARLY PREOCCUPIED BY TEE VISA .QUESTION , PRESUMABLE ~E- 
BT 
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C/TFE OF IT 5 li-THDIACY AS A DOMESTIC POLITICAL ISSUE. 
SPVIBAI TIMES . HE CAME BACK TO THIS WITH OUESTICNS TIE EC TEE 
TO l A Z IT - : HICH THE • LATTER EITHER ANSWERED PERFUNCTORILY 
Or. IGNORED. 


24. YAZEI, OK TEE OTHER HAKE, FOCUSED ON THE OVERALL 
PIIATEPA1. RELATIONSHIP AND ON WHAT HE HAS PREVIOUSLY 
EMPHASIZED AS A NEED ON OUR FART TO PROVE THAT WE ARE 
»OR'.iK IRAN'S FRIENDSHIP. HE AG^IN S3 OWED THAT HE IS NOT 
A PC YE FNC-AC-ING IN EXAGGERATION (HIS CONTENTION — STATED 
THROUGH 2AZARGAN— THAT IRAN HAD NOT RECEIVED AN INVOICE 
S 1 NC T I f ; 6 I OR ITS MILITARY PURCHASES). OR EVEN CRUDE 
THE "ATS (THAT IRAN t'ILL SEND ITS STUDENTS TO RUSSIA IF 
« i'T LO NOT TAKE THEN.) FOR THE PURPOSE OF GAINING NEGOTI- 
JA II.NG ADVANTAGE. TO THE EXTENT THAT HE COOLY USES SUCH 
"TACTICS IN A COORDINATED FASHION TOWARDS HIS ULTIMATE 
E STEATFGI C GOAL, ONE MUST AS LEAST ADMIRE HIS CONCEPTUAL 
B AP I LIT I ES IF NOT EIS ACTUAL METHODS. ON THE ISSUE OF THE 
| PRESS , HOWEVER , IAZDI DOES NOT SEIM CAPABLE OF REASON. 

■ THERE, IT FAS 3AZARG AN WHO SHOWED AN ABILITY TO EXAMINE 
§ TP E ISSUE MORE DISPASSIONATELY. LAINGEN 

(bt 
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E.O. 120651 N/A 

TAGS! PPDC, IR 

SUBJECT: EID-E FETR MESSAGE 

I. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

TO PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN AT APPROPRIATE TIME: 


RF 

CHRON 


QUOTE : DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER, I AM PLEASED TO EXTEND 
TO YOU AND THE PEOPLE OF IRAN BEST WISHES ON THE OCCASION 
OF EID-E FETR. MAY YOU AND YOUR COUNTRYMEN BE BLESSED 
WITH HEALTH AND HAPPINESS, AND MAY GOD GUIDE YOU AND 
YOUR COLLEAGUES TO SUCCESS IN YOUR GREAT EFFORTS FOR YOUR 
PEOPLE. WE IN AMERICA STAND READY TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN AND TO STRENGTHEN THE LONG- 
STANDING TIES OF FRIENDSHIP THAT HAVE EXISTED BETWEEN 
OUR TWO PEOPLES. WITH BEST WISHES, JIMMY CARTER. 

HIS EXCELLENCY DR. MEHDI BAZARGAN, PRIME MINISTER OF THE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, TEHRAN. UNQUOTE. 

E. DEPARTMENT OF STATE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT BUT 
HAS NOT OBJECTION IF PGOI WISHES TO DO SO. CHRISTOPHER 
HI 
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August. 19, 1979 


T t- 


Tehran, Iran 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I am honored to be able to extend, on 
behalf of the entire American community in 
Iran, our best wishes on the grest festival 
of Eid-e-Fetr. We rejoice with you in the 
joy and festivity of this occasion. We take 
this opportunity also to wish you and your 
people all success in your efforts to build 
a new and strong Iran, a country and people 
whose friendship matters greatly to all 
Americans. 


Sincerely, 


L. Bruce Laingen 

Charge d'Affaires a.i. 


His Excellency 

Mehdi Bazargan 

Prime Minister of Iran, 
Tehran. 
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EE RUQMHR #9710 245 ** 

ZNT CCCCC ZZH CLASS: 
R 021245Z SEP 79 CHRGE : 
FM AMEMBASST TEHRAN APPRV: 
TO R0EHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 3584 DRFTD: 
INFO RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASH DC CLEAR: 
RDEXJCS/JCS WASH DC DISTR: 


RDQMBI /AMEMBASST ABO DHABI 0254 
RUQMGU /AMEMBASST ANKARA 0245 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0260 
5 RDQMOD /AMEMBASST DOHA 0226 
i ROSBQD /AMEMBASST ISLAMABAD 0293 
i RDQMRA/AMEMBASST JIDDA 0288 
; RUSBLK/AMEMBASST KABUL 0297 
5 RUQMKW/AMEMBASST KUWAIT 0258 
RUDTC/AMEMBASST LONDON 0365 
i RUQM AM /AMEMBASST MANAMA 0224 
- RUEHMO /AMEMBASST MOSCOW 0279 
: RUQMMT /AMEMBASST MUSCAT 0152 
! RUFNPS./ AMEMBASST PARIS 0313 
; RUSNAAA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
" BT 

■; CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 09710 

"E.0. 12065: GDS 9/2/85 (SWIFT, E. ANN) OH-P 
TAGS : PGOV , I R 
SUBJECT: BAZARGAN SPEECH 

REFS: (A) TEHRAN 9663, (B) TEHRAN 9653 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. BAZARGAN SPEECH AUGUST 31 WAS CLEARLT MORE A 
REACTION TO MOUNTING CRITICISM OFIR THE PAST FEW WEEKS 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS INEFFECTIVE THAN A SERIOUS ATTEMPT 
AT RESIGNATION. THE SPEECH ALSO GIVES AN INTERESTING 
VIEW OF HOW BAZARGAN VIEWS THE LACK OF POWER OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT AND HIS SUBSERVIENT RELATIONSHIP TO KHOMEINI. 


3. IN THE SPEECH BAZARGAN DEFENDS HIS GOVERNMENT AGAINST 
CHARGES OF INDECISIVENESS, INACTION AND LACK OF REVOLU- 
TIONART ATTITUDE, AND CALLS ON HIS CRITICS TO ASK 
KHOMEINI TO DISMISS HIM IF THET THINK HE SHOULD NOT 
BE PRIME MINISTER. AT THE END OF THE SPEECH, BAZARGAN 
POINTS OUT THAT HE TAKES NO PLEASURE FROM HIS POSITION 
AS PRIME MINNSTER AND THAT HE HAS SENT A LETTER TO 
KHOM [INI OOOERING HIS RESIGNATION. IT IS NOT AT ALL 
CLEAR WHEN OVER THE PAST FEW WEEKS THIS LATEST BAZARGAN 


OFFER OF RESIGNATION WAS SENT, BUT IT DOES SEEM CLEAR 
THAT KHOMEINI HAS NO INTENTION OF TAKING BAZARGAN UP 
ON HIS OFFER. 


4. BiZARGAN SPEECH IS A GOOD REFLECTION OF THE PROBLEMS 
INHERENT IN IRAN'S DUAL-STSTEM OF GOVERNMENT AND OF 
THE GROWING POWER OF THE UNOFFICIAL SIDE OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT WHICH WAS REPORTED IN REF B. BAZARGAN DESCRIBES 
HIS GOVERNMENT AS -- A KNIFE WITHOUT A BLADE”: MEANING 
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IT APPEARS THAT HIS GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE LAWS BUT THE 
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TEHRAN 9710 


AUTHORITY TO CARRY THEM OUT RESTS IN THE HANDS OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES. THE POWER KHOMEINI HOLDS 
OVER BAZARGAN'S GOVERNMENT IS ALSO GRAPHICALLY 
DESCRIBED: "ALL OUR AFFAIRS ARE IN HIS HANDS, AT HIS 
OWN COMMAND, INCLUDING THE POWERS OF DISMISSAL, 
APPOINTMENT, DECISION-MAKING, ISSUING ORDERS, EVERYTHING. 
TOMSETH 
BT 
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IE RUQMHR #0138/01 263 *<■ 

ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
0 171140Z SEP 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

TO RUEHC /SEC STATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3809 
INFO RUEXJCS/SECDEF WASH DC 
RUEiJCS/JCS WASH DC 
RUQMBI / AMEMB AS S I ABU DHABI 0285 
RUQMGU /AMEMB ASSY ANY ARA 0268 
BUEKAD/USINT BAGHDAD 0231 
RUQMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA 0256 • 

RUSBQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 0320 
HUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 0319 
ROSBLK/AMEMBaSSY KABUL 0324 
tiUQMCW/AMEKBASSY KUWAIT 0238 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 0392 
rtUQh AM /AMEM B AS S Y MANAMA 0255 
RUEHMO /AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 0231 
RUQMMT/AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 0173 
SUFNPS /AMEMB ASSY PARIS 0346 
R US N AAA/US C I NC EUR VAIHINGEN GE 
IT 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 

fc.O. 12065: GDS 9/17/85 (LIMBERT, JOHN) OR-P 
TAGS: PGOY, PINT, IR 
SUBJECT: PM BAZARGAN CRITICIZED 


1 . (C ) SUMMARY: DURING THE PAST FEW DAYS, PM MEHDI 
BAZARGAN HAS BEEN THE TARGET OF CRITICISMS FROM VARIOUS 
SIDES. HE HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF' ANTI-CLERICALISM, OF 
INEFFECTIVENESS, AND OF GENERAL BUNGLING. BAZARGAN 

HAS ANSWERED THESE ATTACKS BY CLAIMING THAT THE SAME 
PERSONS WHO WERE CRITICIZING HIM ARE NOT ALLOWING 
.(IS GOVERNMENT TO FUNCTION. DESPITE THESE ATTACKS, 

IT APPEARS THAT BAZARGAN STILL ENJOYS THE SUPPORT OF 
IHOMEINI AND WILL NOT BE REPLACED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2 . (C) THE FIRST ATTACK ON BAZARGAN CAME FROM AYATOLLAH 
DR. MOHAMMAD BEHESHTI, VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 

OF EXPERTS, MEMBER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, AND 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE ISLAMIC 
iIF.PUBLICAN PARTY. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH PARS NEWS AGENCY 
IN QOM ON SEPTEMBER 14, DR. BEHESHTI BLAMED THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND PM BAZARGAN FOR FAILING TO IMPLEMENT A BILL ON 
THE FORMATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS. ACCORDING TO BEHESHTI, 
THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL TWO MONTHS BEFORE HAL APPROVED 
A EILL CALLING FOR THE FORMATION OF COUNCILS AT PROVINCE, 
CITY, EISTRICT, ANE VILLAGE LEVELS. BEHESHTI SAID DR. 
BAZARGAN'S GOVERNMENT HAD FAILED TO IMPLEMENT THIS BILL, 
UTH-HH BECAUSE OF DELIBERATE PROCRASTINATION OR BECAUSE 
OF GRFERAL ADMINISTRATIVE WEAKNESS. (DEFUTY PRIME 
MIN 131 ER BANI-ASSADI TOLD CHARGE SEPT 17 THAT BAZARGAN'S 
OFFldfl, IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIVING THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL'S BILL, HAD SENT A LETTER TO THE COUNCIL 
TELLING THEM THAT THE BILL AS DRAFTED WAS UNREALISTIC 
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BUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD WORK OUT A FEASIBLE BILL 
ALONG THOSE LINES.) 

3. (C) LATER THE SAME DAT, THE MONOTHEISM PARTY (HEZB-E- 

TOWHIDI) ISSUED A SEVEN-POINT STATEMENT CRITICIZING THE 
RAZARGAN GOVERNMENT TOR NEGLECT AND INDIFFERENCE. LITTLE 
IS KNOWN ABOUT THE HEZB-E-TOVHIDI EXCEPT THAT IT IS 
AN ISLAMIC POLITICAL GROUPING WITH POSSIBLE TIES TO 
AYATOLLAH SADEQ ROWHANI . THE CRITICISMS DIRECTED AT 
BAZARGAN INCLUDED: 

- (A) GOVERNMENT INDIFFERENCE TO CRITICISMS OF IRAN 

IN THE FOREIGN PRESS, BOTH WESTERN AND NON-ALIGNED. 

(B) SEEKING POPULARITY BY PLAYING WITH WORDS AND BY 
S OPPOSING THE ADVICE OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS. "PERHAPS 
iXOU HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT THE IRANIAN ISLAMIC MOVEMENT 
i IS LED BY THE CLERGY." 

o» 

Si- (C) DELAY IN IMPLEMENTING THE REVOLUTIONARY 
| COUNCIL'S BILL ON FORMATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS. 

(D) NEGLECTING TO FOLLOW AYATOLLAH ROWHANI 'S 
f ADVICE ABOUT THE NECESSITY OF PURGING THE GOVERNMENT 
I OF ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS. 

*4. (U) THESE ATTACKS WERE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ATTACK ON 
^ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 BY REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND 
COUNCIL OF EXPERTS MEMBER ABU AL-HASAN BANI-SADR. 

SPEAKING TO AN AUDIENCE IN YAZD, BAN I -S APR ATTACKED 
BAZARGAN 'S ECONOMIC POLICIES AND ACCUSED HIM OF HINDERING 
THE WORK OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. BANI-SADR 
ALSO ACCUSED BAZARGAN OF: 

(A) REFUSING TO ACCEPT CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM. 

(B) BUNGLING IN KURDXSTAN AND THAN TRYING TO 
CLAIM CREDIT FOR GOVERNMENT ACTION THERE. 

(C) OPPOSING THE NATIONALIZATION OF THE BANKS, 

A FAVORITE PROGRAM OF BANI-SADR. 

■dv 

#0138 

NNNN 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 10138, 




- 44 - 


it filing Ottce 1976- 204-830 


CONFIDENTIAL 


TEHRAN 10138/2 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 TEHRAN 10128 


- (D) BtJRTINC HIMSELF IN TRIVIA AND NOT ORGANIZING 

HIS WORK PROGRAM. 

5. (U) IN AN ATTACK APPEARING IN THE ENGLISH AND 

PERSIAN-LANGUAGE PRESS OF SEPTEMBER 16, TEHRAN REVOLU- 
TIONARY PROSECUTOR AYATOLLAH AHMAD AZARI-QOMI 
CRITICIZED BAZARGAN FOR ALLEGEDLY ANTI -CLERICAL STATE- 
MENTS IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S EULOGY FOR AYATOLLAH 
TALEGHAN I AT TEHRAN UNIVERSITY ON SEPTEMBER 11. 

AZARI-QOMI (WHO ANNOUNCED HIS RESIGNATION FOR HEALTH 
REASONS) SAID THAT BAZARGAN HAD SAID THAT TALEGHANI , 
UNLIKE THE MAJORITY OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS, WAS NOT 
OPPOSED TO THE MANIFESTATIONS OF MODERN CIVILIZATION. 
ACCUSING BAZARGAN OF WEAKENING REVOLUTIONARY UNITY, 

AZARI QOMI SAID, “IT IS VERY STRANGE THAT A DISTINGUISHED 
FIGURE AS MR. BAZARGAN WOULD MAKE AN UNFAIR ACCUSATION 
AGAINST THE CLERGY. WAS IT NOT TALEGHANI 'S GOAL TO 
UNITE ALL GROUPS, THE FOREMOST OF WHICH WAS- A COMMITTED 
AND ACTIVE CLERGY? HOW CAN HE (BAZARGAN) PRAISE 
, TALEGHANI BY STIRRING UP THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE CLERGY 
AND BY CONDEMNING THIS PROGRESSIVE AND ACTIVE GROUP 
* AS REACTIONARY? 

’6. <C) LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS OF BAZARGAN'S SPEECH DID 

NOT INCLUDE THE STATEMENTS WHICH OFFENDED AZARI-QOMI. 
EMBASSY WILL CHECK FULL TEXT OF SPEECH (WHEN AVAILABLE) 

TO ESTABLISH EXACTLY WHAT PRIME MINISTER SAID. 

7. (C) ALTHOUGH THE PRESS HAS BEEN GIVING WIDE PUBLICITY 
TO THESE ATTACKS, BAZARGAN'S REACTION HAS SO FAR BEEN 
LIMITED TO A STATEMNT AT AN ECONOMIC SEMINAR (REPORTED 

BY ETTELAAT OF SEPTEMBER 16) THAT THE SAME (UNNAMED 
PERSONS WHO WERE CRITICIZING HIS GOVERNMENT FOR ITS 
INEFFECTIVENESS WERE THE SAME ONES WHO WERE INTERFERING 
IN GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS AND PREVENTING HIS CABINET FROM 
OPERATING.) 

8. (C) THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME (NOR WILL IT BE THE 
LAST TIME) THAT BAZARGAN HAS BEEN UNDER ATTACK FROM 
MEMBERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL RELIGIOUS LEADERS, 
AND THEIR SUPPORTERS . ALTHOUGH THE ATTACKS COMING 
FROM VARIOUS DIRECTIONS AND FROM VARIOUS PERSONALITIES, 
NOT NECESSARILY PART OF ANY CONCERTED ANTI-BAZARGAN 
CAMPAIGN, THERE ARE ENOUGH COMMON THEMES IN THE 
CRITICISMS TO INDICATE THE COMMON INTERESTS OF HIS 
OPPONENTS. THESE THEMES INCLUDE.' 

(A) IGNORING THE ADVICE OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS. 


IB) 

COUNflTJL. 

- 1(C) 


(B) IGNORING THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
GENERAL INEFFECTIVENESS AND BUNGLING. 


9. (C) IT IS WORTH NOTING, HOWEVER, THAT NONE OF THESE 
ATTACKS MENTION AYTATOLLAH KHOMEINI BY NAME AND THAT 
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NONE OT THE ATTACKERS NOTE ANT CLAIM TO SPEAK TOR 
HIM. IN PREVIOUS DISAGREEMENTS OT THIS KIND, BAZARGAN 
HAS HAD ENOUGH SUPPORT TROM THE IMAM TO OVERCOME 
CALLS TOR HIS DISMISSAL. IT IS LIKELT THAT AS LONG 
AS BAZARGAN CONTINUES TO HAVE KHOMEINI'S SUPPORT (AND 
THERE IS NO SIGN OT HIS LOOSING IT) HE VILL BE ABLE 
TO SURVIVE SUCH ATTACKS. BAZARGAN 'S SURVIVAL, 

HOWEVER, IS UNLIKELY TO MAKE HIS GOVERNMENT ANY MORE 
ETTECTIVE IN DEALING WITH THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
OVER MOST OT ITS TUNCTIONS. LAINGSN 
BT 
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IE.-0. 12065: CDS 9/29/85 (SWIFT A.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINT, IR 
SUBJECT : BILATERAL PROBLEMS 

. REF: STATE 253666 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT 

12. ACTING ON A LETTER (UNDATED BUT PROBABLE LATE FEBRUARY) 
: FROM PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN STATTHAT PGOI ’’WOULD LIKE 

I TO DECLARE THEIR READINESS TO INDEMNIFY THE DAMAGES 
! CAUSED BT THE ABOVE INCIDENT" (I .E. ATTACK ON EMBASSY), 
EMBASSY HAS SENT THREE DIPLOMATIC NOTES TO MINISTRY OF 
! FOREIGN AFFAIRS. FIRST TWO OF MAY 29 AND JUNE 17, 1977 
! GAVE EMBASSY STATUS REPORT ON CONTINUING ASSESSMENT OF 
i DAMAGES. NOTE OF AUGUST 9, 1979 GAVE FINAL ESTIMATE 
I OF DAMAGES AND LOSSES THAT OCCURRED DURING THE ATTACK. 

13. THIS FINAL REPORT OF AUGUST 9 REOUESTED PGOI PAYMENT 
! TO EMBASSY OF$1,041,588 FOR DAMAGES TO ICA BUILDING AND 

EQUIPMENT, EMBASSY BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT, PERSONAL 
PROPERTY LOSSES AND LOSSES AT TABRIZ. EMBASSY HAS NOT 
TIT FOLLOWED UP ON THIS MATTER IN ANY DIRECT APPROACH 
I WITH EITHER TAZDI OR OTHER MFA OFFICIALS 

4. EMBASSY SUGGESTS SECRETARY MAY WISH TO RAISE VARIOUS 
I QUESTIONS OF ACCESS TO MILITARY PROPERTIES AND DAMAGES 
I TO EMBASSY PROPERTY WITH TAZDI IN BROAD BRUSH MANNER IN 
CONTEXT OF AN EFFORT TO CLEAN UP THE PAST. THIS COULD 
! BE FOLLOWED BY MORE DETAILED DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN DEPT. 

I OFFICERS AND TAZDI OR OTHER MEMBERS OF THE UNGA SUCH AS 
! BATANIOR. 

t . 

! 5. RE IAS BUILDING AT SHIRAZ, EMBASSY SUGGESTS WE NOT 
! INCLUDE THIS IN LIGHT OF CURRENT CONTACTS WITH IRANIANS 
I INVOLVED IN IAS BOARD IN SHIRAZ WHICH APPEAR TO OFFER 
I SOME PROMISE. LAINGEN 
I BT 
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TAOS: PPDC , IR 


SUBJECT: 


EID-E CHORBAN MESSAGE 


1. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO 
PRIME MINISTER MEHDI BAZARGAN AT APPROPRIATE TIME: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: IT IS MY PLEASURE TO 
EXTEND TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF IRAN MY BEST WISHES ON 
THE HOLY OCCASION OF EID-E GHORBAN. MAY YOU AND YOUR 
COUNTRYMEN BE BLESSED WITH HEALTH AND HAPPINESS AND MAY 
YOUR EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF YOUR COUNTRY MEET WITH SUCCESS. 
WE IN AMERICA SEEK TO WORK WITH YOU AND YOUR ASSOCIATES IN 
DEVELOPING AN ENVIRONMENT OF MUTUAL RESPECT AND POSITIVE 
COOPERATION BETWEEN OCR TWO PEOPLES AND COUNTRIES. WITH 
BEST WISHES, JIMMY CARTER. HIS EXCELLENCY, DR. MEHDI 
BAZARGAN, PRIME MINISTER OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, 
TEHRAN. UNQUOTE. 

2. THE WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT BUT HAS 
NO OBJECTION IF GOI WISHES TO DO SO. VANCE 

BT 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED StATES OF AMERICA 

Tehran, Iran 


October 28, 1979 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

The President has asked me to convey the following 
message to you: 

"Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

It is my pleasure to extend to you and to the 
people of Iran my best wishes on the holy occasion 
of Eid-E Ghorban, May you and your countTymen be 
blessed with health and happiness and may your 
efforts on behalf of your country meet with suc- 
cess. We in America seek to woTk with you and 
your associates in developing an environment of 
mutual respect and positive cooperation between 
our two peoples and countries. 

With best wishes, 



His Excellency 

Dr. Mehdi Bazargan, 

Prime Minister of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, 

Tehran . 


CHARGE :U3LA1NGEN:EN 
10/28/79 
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Kehdi BAZARGAN IRAN 

(Phonetic: - bazarGAHN) 

Member, Executive Com- 
mittee, National Front 
(since at least August 
1978) 

A professor, poli- 
tician and businessman, 

Mehdi Bazargan has a long 
history of opposition to 
the Shah. He is one of 
the leaders of the Iran 
National Front — usually 
referred to as the Na- 
tional Front (NF) — and 
a .member of the seven- 
man NF Executive Commit- 
tee » The front is a re- 
vival of the NF of the 
1950s, a coalition that supported Prime Minister 
(1951-53) Mohammad Mosadeq in his power struggle 
with the Shah. After Mosadeq was overthrown, 
many NF members fled the country and moved to 
Europe or the United States; Bazargan, who had 
been an active supporter of Mosadeq, stayed in 
Iran and continued to work against the Shah, using 
his flair for injecting religious themes into his 
demagogic rabble-rousirig . (C) 

In mid-1978 Bazargan emerged from a period of 
relative political inactivity. He spoke at sev- 
eral rallies, during which he called for a return 
of truly constitutional government, expanded free- 
dom of the press, total independence of the judici 
ary, and free elections. In October 1978 Bazargan 
went to Paris to see exiled religious opposition 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Bazargan is 
a moderate compared to Khomeini, who calls for 
the end of the Shah's rule and the Pahlavi dynasty 
Bazargan heads the Liberation Movement of Iran 
and the Committee for the Defense of Human Rights 
and Freedom. (C) 

A Career in Opposition 

The son of an Azerbaijan merchant, Bazargan 
was born in 1905. He attended school in France 
for eight years. After receiving a degree in 
thermodynamics from the University of Paris, he 
returned to Iran in 1936 and subsequently served 
as assistant professor, then professor, and 
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finally dean of the Engineering Faculty of Tehran 
University. He was appointed technical and par- 
liamentary under secretary in the Ministry of 
Education in May 1951. The" following month' he 
was named chairman of the board of the National 
Iranian Oil Company, charged with implementing 
Mosadeq's oil nationalization program; he served 
until May 1952. In February 1953 Bazargan became 
director general of the Tehran water system, but 
after the downfall o£ Mosadeq, he was dismissed in 
1954 and imprisoned briefly in 1955. (C) 

In 1957 Bazargan resumed teaching at Tehran 
University, where he headed the Islamic Students 
Society and founded the National Freedom Movement 
of Iran (NFMI) . The NFMI, now defunct, was a 
rightwing, religious,- nationalist organization, 
which was at various times affiliated with the NF. 

A member of the. Central Committee of the NF during 
1961-63, he was convicted of treason (along with 
nine other NFMI leaders) by a military court in 
J964. Bazargan was sentenced to 10 years of 
solitary confinement, but he was pardoned by the 
Shah in 1967. After his release he lived quietly 
in Tehran and devoted himself to running an engi- 
neering firm, but despite his enforced inactivity, 
his name remained known and respected in opposition 
circles. (C) 

Pe rsonal Data 

A particularly devout Shi' a Muslim, Bazargan 
has written extensively on religious matters. 
Although he is narrowminded almost to the point of 
fanaticism regarding Islam and its precepts,- he is 
otherwise an intelligent man who can be receptive 
to the ideas of others. Bazargan speaks French 
and English. (C) 


8 December 1978 
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TAGS: IR, FINT 

SUBJECT: CHARGE'S MEETING WITH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTFP 

BANI ASSADI 

REF: STATE 248243, PARA. 2 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. CHARGE FAID COURTESY CALL ON DEFUTY PRIME MINISTER 
FOR COOPERATION (HAM EAR I ) BANI ASSADI SEPTEMBER 16. 
ASSADI, WHO IS SON-IN-LAW OF PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN. 

WAS RECOMMENDED TO CHARGE BY RAMSAY CLARK. ASSADI IS A 
U.S. EDUCATED (PURDUE, ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
(MA) AND UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA) SOCIAL SCIENTIST 
WHO SEES HIMSEIF , AS HE SAID, AS BEING INVOLVED IN THE 
GOOD "FACE" OF THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION: THE PGOI 'S 
EFFORTS TO REFORM AND RESTRUCTURE IRAN'S ECONOMY AND 
SOCIETY. AS ARE SO MANY OF IRAN'S TECHNOCRATS, ASSADI 
WAS PLAINLY DISTURBED BY THE DARK FACE OF IRAN'S 
REVOLUTION, THE JAILlNGS AND EXECUTIONS, BUT SEEMS TO 
HAVE RATIONALIZED THEM AS NECESSARY. AT ONE POINT 
DURING THE CONVERSATION, ASSADI CLAIMED THAT KHOMEINI 
HIMSELF WAS CHECKING THE DEMANDS OF EXTREMISTS THAT 
MORE BE KILLED. ASSADI SAID HE HAD BEEN PRESENT JUST 
BEFORE THE FIRST EXECUTIONS WHEN KHOMEINI HAD ORDERED 
THAT ONLY THOSE UNCUESTIONABLY GUILTY OF KILLING BE 
EXECUTED. KHOMEINI HAD ORDERED THIS EVEN THOUGH "THE 
PEOPLE” WERE DEMANDING REVENGE. 

3. ASSADI PLAINLY PREFERRED TO DISCUSS THE SOMEWHAT 
AMORPHOUS TASKS OF HIS OFFICE WHICH IS IN CHARGE, 
APPARENTLY, OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND SELF HELP PROJECTS. 
AT THE TIME OF THE CHARGE'S VISIT HE HAD BEFORE HIM THE 
DRAFT PLANS FOR LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS WHICH 

ARE SUPPOSED TO BE HELD THIS FALL. THE ORIGINAL PLAN, 
ASSADI SAID, HAD EEEN SENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 
THREE MONTHS BEFORE BY THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, THIS 
PLAN HAD BEEN COMPLETELY IMPRACTIBLI AND THEY HAD SENT IT 
BACK TO THE COUNCIL UNDER A LETTER SATING THAT THE PLAN 
WOULD NOT WORK BUT THAT THEY WERE WORKING ON A NEW PLAN. 
(ASSADI PLAINLY HAD BEEN STUNG BY CRITICISM APPEARING 
IN THE PRESS THAT BAZARGAN HAD DONE NOTHING TO IMPLEMENT 
THE COUNCIL'S CALL FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS). ASSADI SAID 
THAT RESTRUCTURING AND DECENTRALIZATION OF LOCAL GOVERN- 
MENT COULD NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED OVER NIGHT. GOVERNMENT 
IN IRAN HAD ALWAYS BEEN RUN FROM THE CENTER, AND IT WAS 
NOT EAST TO REVERSE THIS CENTURI ES-CLD TRADITON AND 
GET LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO RUN THEIR OWN AFFAIRS. ASSADI 
SAID HE WOULD BE MEETING WITH THE MINISTERS THAT AFTER- 
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NOON TO DISCUSS A PLAN WHICH CALLED FOR MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS UNDER A SYSTEM OF FUNCTIONAL GROUPINGS (l.E. 
LABOR ETC). HE Dll' NOT LIKE THIS IDEA AS HE FELT IT 
GAVE TOO MUCH POWER TO THE LEADERS OF THESE GROUPS AND 
THAT IT WOULD NOT MESH WITH THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF 
ELECTIONS WHICH WOULD EE BASED ON PARTIES. 

4. COMMENT: WE DO NOT YET KNOW WHAT THE OUTCOME OF 
THE MEETING WAS. INTERIOP MINISTER SABAGHIAN ANNOUNCED 
SEPTEMBER 10 TEAT A NEW BILL ON URBAN AND RURAL COUNCILS 
HAD BEEN SENT TO THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL FOR ITS 
APPROVAL. WE HAVE NO WORD YET WHEN THESE LOCAL LEVEL 
ELECTIONS MIGHT PE HELD. DURING THE MEETING, ASSADI SAID 
THAT THE PGOI INTENDS TO GO AHEAD WITH THESE ELECTIONS 
EVEN IF THE CONSTITUTION IS NOT COMPLETED. 

5. ASSADI SAIT THE PGOI WAS LOOKING INTO WATS TO RAISE 
THE STANDARDS OF LIVING IN THE VILLAGES AND REDUCE THE 
DISPARITY BETWEEN CITY AND RURAL LIFE. ONE IDEA WHICH 
THEY WEHE CONSIDERING WOULD BE TO GIVE EACH VILLAGE A 
LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY TO USE FOR THEIR OWN NEEDS. 

6. ASSADI SPENT SOME TIME ENTRUS1 ASTICALLY DISCUSSING 
HIS "CRUSADE FOR RECONSTRUCTION", A PEACE CORPS LIKE 
ORGANIZATION WHICH SENDS STUDENTS OUT INTO THE COUNTRY- 
SIDE TO WORK WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS TO SPEED UP DEVELOPMENT. 
ALTHOUGH CHARGE PRESSED ASSADI WITH QUESTIONS , HE DID NOT 
RECEIVE A VERY CLEAR PICTURE OF EXACTLY HOW THIS 
ORGANIZATION (IF IT CAN BE CALIED THAT) WORKS. EARLY IN 
THE REVOLUTION, ASSADI APPARENTLY PROPOSED THAT ALL 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS BE SENT (A LA CHINA'S CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION) TO THE COUNTRYSIDE FOR A PEPIOD OF TIME TO 
WORK IN RURAL COMMUNITIES. AS ASSADI DID NOT WIN APPROVAL 
FOR THIS IDEA, HE HAD TO SETTLE FOR A GENERAL APPEAL 
THROUGH THE NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS FOR 
VOLUNTEERS TO WORK IN HIS CRUSADE. HE SAID THE CRUSADE 
WAS RUN BY A BOARD COMFOSED OF SIX MINISTERS, TEN MEMBERS 
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE 
CRUSADE. THE VOLUNTEERS ARE FAID AND ARE SOMEHOW MANAGED 
BY LOCAL BOARDS IN THE PROVINCIAL CITIES. THE CRUSADE 

IT 
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APPEARED TO BE A STOPGAP MEASURE AND ASSADI DID NOT SEEM 
TO VISUALIZE ITS CONTINUATION ONCE LOCAL /AND MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENTS BEGAN TO FUNCTION. COMMENT : SOME REPORTS 
REACHING EMBOFFS INDICATE '’’HAT SOME OF THE PROFESSORS 
AND STUDENTS GOING OUT INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE WITH CRUSADE 
IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE REVOLUTION WERE GP.EETFD WITH 
SUSPICION (AS GOVERNMENT SPIES) AND DISTRUST. DURING 
TROUBLES IN TURKOMAN SARAI IN EARLY REVOLUTION TWO 
VOLUNTEERS WERE KILLED. WE NOTE FROM RECENT FBIS REPORT 
THAT THERE IS NOW SOMETHING CALLED THE "CRUSADE FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION" WHICH IS GOING TO BE USED IN RECONSTRUCT 
ING KURDESTAN. WE DO NOT KNOW IF THIS IS THE SAME 
OUTFIT. 

7. ASSADI SEEMED VERY INTERESTED IN US LOCAL AND STATE 
GOVERNMENT AND WE ARE ARRANGING TO MAKE SOME BOOKS ON 
THIS SUBJECT AVAILABIE TO HIM. COMMENT; ASSADI IS 
JUST THE SORT OF WESTERNIZED TECHNOCRAT THAT ONE WISHES 
WOULD HAVE SOME INFLUENCE IN THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. 

WE DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS VERY EFFECTIVE. LAINGEN 
BT 
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a. I# -SIS C-ALL ON E? FUT-Y PRIME HL'NlSTEf. BANI-ASSA'il 
,iTW-|CO«°J?lftSR AS'<ED ABOUT PRIME MINISTER BAZAS JA-k' 
[ CENT DETAILED INVENTORY (RFE B) 4? TIC ACCOM = Ll$Htf "> 
? THE tfiiUSAuE. HE SH86ESTEE THAT »!■ NUMBER A-vE SCCIPi 

A T <? .TAJ Plllti (- i' nriutr.n k ■A.^-nW , ' 



SjVRI/T! » THE. SPEECH THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS' 'HP SI IVPLEP 
3 ICPriNAI Y . LICE TBE REVOLUTION ITSELF, f BEY CONSTIttJ 
A PROOF OP GCI'.'S CONCERN fOR ITS' SUCCESS .1 
£ 'THE ACCURACY OF PATABOSK'S CttAIKS, BANI-»SSAP! HAS * 

S THIS T;:J Cf I INEICiTIMj 1-1 7)7 INCUfS SW»sV T- ” 
l-.'immm WHICH S'JBSiANSlAI^D EVERY AC CO- ,?U 3 

i... K& ONKTaAMPLE, PE o I TED THE RECENT wfcfllf.' INCi Cl* *5: 

• -SCHOOLS IfTftBUUN PROVr-'IE. IT HAD BECOMtS CIS.' S flJAAt.' «:•!> 
o : CRCOL PIANTS VEFE/^OT READY FOR THE OPENING OJ SCiHCO/ , 
5SOSAJIWRT; UP -TSWS TiiHOUGKO.UT TEHRAN TO WHITE I : 
jCIT-IZESSr. SEOQCSt PAINT, CEMENT, BRICKS— ANYTSINS T •' 

CfcUID CONTSI »UTS., 'AT ,m SAME TIME, A$TTr- » r ,H * D CF^EHfu 
j'. "HEIR- SERVICES' GRATIS TO DO THE WORT MO:, - JVEP , CONTIN UED 
jSf.NI-ASIAD* ‘PROUDLY, THE . CRUSADE liSlE PULLED 13,000 -’EEIc, 
ijOTINS THE KiP.SESSI jflf.'iOiMfof ? >fcONOP-F 'S -EACE/ EEAFCI NfED 
1”SI THAT : NOSt. IRANIAN VILLAGERS *Ul5 NEVES- J’VSN "StEN A 
: J.NJISS;'. -n>.r, VCLUferTSR DENTAL TEAMS THAT VENT OUT 70 THE 
V’lLEACERS HASTnEIWEER THE TIME NOR. ME RESOURCi'S * DO 

I fillings and .OKcm. • 

-4. ■'♦TEE . DEVELOPMENT, vOf THE CRUS ATT OVFR THE PAST EIvY 
MONTHS /'HAD N'OT, #EEN EASY.u OPPOSITION jRCJt Til-’ BlIKEf ,; CRA ’ 
C;f’, THE -CNSkHAND, AND PROM 'THOSE -4 UNSPECIFIED ) tKQ K'V'CSI TI 
jTXFIOIT*--- IT IFOR THEIP. OWN POLITICAL ENDS, HAD AMOS' A--0« lr * 
|U. .TBRVE MONTHS ASO, HE TALXED C-HCMEINI ifilO LAUNCHINl' 
'.-IS GENERAL Ai-PIAI. ' EVEN PRIME MINISTER BAD ARC AN : j.7n> 4 ;_ 

AS SADI'S ■ FA THE H-I N-LAW ) HAS BEEN* SiBPTIC.M .ABOUT iJa -NrSIN/ 
THE SPECIAL APPEAL TOR REBJILilNS TM,SC>.CCL5-'. "i-Ci'I ■" AS 
ME TO-SA 'E'-A LOT Of EMPTY PROFS JANDAtf fir APPAAAN'MLY 5 - 
3I-EEI0 BANI~ASSj* DI,-. SAEAECAN*, . ; TPLAlNED BAMtl- A5 s|a" ; j k 

A * m 1 ' 1 * 5 3 Mi?;,,,; he had ?r flj/L ail tse tlsmeIjt; in « 
snWjriON Firmly in rand vt\-.?.e re wou.-.l.-m a Mcj/.s. '»i 
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jsPOsT twr piTr-ccr much* specificity as to means. 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 10/7/35 (SENS, A.D.) OR-E 
TASS: PINT, EFIN, IS 

SUBJECT: BANlHASSADI: TOWARDS A RESTRUCTURED IRAN 

REFS: TEHRAN 12321 

1. (C -ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS: IN ORDER TO LEARN MORE 
AEOUT HIS CRUSADE FOR RECONSTRUCTION (REFS), TDT ECONOFF 
CALLED ON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER HOSSEIN BANI-ASSADI . 

THF CRUSADE (JIHAD) IS SEEN AS A PRIME MOVER IN A PLAN 
FOR RESTRUCTURING THE COUNTRY, OF WHICH BANI-ASSAD.I IS 
ONE OF THE ARCHITECTS. THIS TEL DISCUSSES THE GOVERN- 
MENTAL ASPECTS 0? THE PLAN. SEPARATE MESSA3ES SILL DEAL 
WITH THE CRUSADE ITSELF. 

3 3. GENERALLY , BANI-ASSADI (AND APPARENTLY OTHERS LIRE 
HIM) HAS FOUND PORTIONS OF THE KORAN , SHARIA AND 

RELATED SOURCES CONFIRMED BY HIS STUDIES OF MANAGEMENT 
THEORY IN U.S. UNIVERSITIES. ALTHOUGH MANAGEMENT THEORY 
IS IN NO VAT CONSIDERED TO BE OF EQUAL DIGNITY SITE THE 
COF-AN , IT SEEMS TO BE ACCEPTED IN SOMEWHAT THE SAME 
LITERAL FASHION. ASSUMING THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY MOMENTUM 
CONTINUES, AND THAT BANI-ASSADI HAS THE INFLUENCE THAT 
EE WOULD LIU TO HAVE, IRAN WILL BE REORGANIZED ON- A 
HIGHLY ECLECTIC THEORETICAL BASE. 

4. THAT MANAGEMENT THEORY NORMALLY CONTEMPLATES A MODERN 
CORPORATION, AND NOT AN ENTIRE DEVELOPING COUNTRY GOING 
THROUGH A REVOLUTION, DOES NOT SEEM TO PERTURB BANI-ASSADI. 
HE DOES NOT DOUBT THAT REVOLUTIONARY IRAN COULD PUT INTO 
POLITICAL PRACTICE MANAGEMENT THEORIES STILL TOO ADVANCED 
FOR MOST CORPORATIONS. AFTER ALL, SAYS BANI-ASSADI. 

THE REVOLUTION ITSELF REPRESENTS A MIRACLE. END SUMMARY 
AND CO-NCLUS IONS. 


5. CENTRAL TO BAN I-ASS ADI 'S THINKING IS TEE KORANIC 
EXHORTATION THAT BELIEVERS AVOID DISSENSION, ACHIEVE 
CONSENSUS, AND ABOVE ALL, PARTICIPATE. JIHAD, HE 
POINTS CUT, MEANS CRUSADE, 3UT ALSC EFFORT OR STRUGGLE. 
ONE OF THE EVILS OF THE OLD REGIME WHICH LED BANI-ASSADI 


TO RETURN TO THE U.S. FOR GRADUATE STUDIES WAS ITS PER- 
PETUATION OF AUTOCRACY, AND THE DAMPENING OF THF 
INDirEbuAL RESPONSIBILITY AND INITIATIVE WHICH GOD 
I MFCS’® ON THE BELIEVING MUSLIM. 
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6. AT THE OKI VERS ITT OF PENNSYLVANIA, BAN I-ASS AD I STUDIED 
UNDER PROFESSOR t TOFF, AND ABSORBED HIS THEORY C": 
"CIRCULAR ORGANIZATION," A. MANAGEMENT THEORY EES I -3 NED 
TO MITIGATE THE DAMPENI NOEFFECT ON CREATIVITY AND 
INITIATIVE 0? THE AUTHORITARIAN LEVEL-BY-LEVEL HIERARCHY 
IN THE NORMAL ORGANIZATION. (I.E., ONE DEALS WITH ONE'S 
IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR, IMMEDIATE SUBORDINATES AND LATERALLY 
ON THE SAME LEVEL . I ACCORDING TO ACOFF, ONE SHOUT D 
INTERACT NOT WITH ONE, BUT WITH TWO LEVELS ABOVE AND TWO 
BELOW. OVERLAPPING COMMITTEES AS THE POINT OF INTERACTION 
AMONG THE DIFFERENT LEVELS, AND CONSENSUS RATHER THAN • 
INDIVIDUAL AUTHORITY AS THF SOURCE OF DEC IS ICN-M,V r ING , 

FLOW FROM THIS, AT LEAST AS AY OFF IS INTERPRETED BY BANI- 
A3 S ADI . 


S. BAN I -AS SAD I HAS BEEN A PRIME MOVER IN THREE PIECES 
OF LEGISLATION, TWO PASSED AND ONE PENDING, BEFORE 
THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE. IN MODIFYING THE CENTRALIZED 
•GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE GREATER 
| PARTICIPATION AND RESPONSIBILITY AT ALL LEVELS, THEY 
s REFLECT BOTH ISLAM AND ATOFF . SPECIFICALLY, THEY DEAL WITH: 

I?. POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY. THE BILL STILL 
| FENDING PROVIDES F0RTH5 DEVOLUTION OF POWER RIGHT DOWN TO 
I THE VILLAGE LEVEL. SKETCHING OUT AN ORGANIZATION CHART, 

? WITH THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION AT TEHRAN AT THE TOP, 

1 HE PUT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS AT THE NEXT LEVEL, AND 
I BELOW THEM, THE SECTION CHIEFS (TRADE., HEALTH, ETC.) IN 
5 EACH GOVERNOR* TE. AT THE BOTTOM WAS A LINE OF BOXES 
REPRESENTING THE VILLAGES. BETWEEN THE GOVERNORS AND 
SECTION HEADS IS FOUND A LATERAL BOX FOR A COMMITTEE. 

BAN I-ASSADI DREW AN ARROW FROM TEHRAN TO THIS COMMITTEE, 

TO EMPHASIZE TWO-LEVEL PARTICIPATION. BETWEEN THE SECTION 
HEADS AND THE VILLAGES WAS ANOTHER COMMITTEE IN WHICH THE 
GOVERNORS ALSO PARTICIPATE. 


8. BAN I -AS SADI ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ATCFF'S MANAGEMENT 
THEORY DID NOT FIT EXACTLY AT THIS LOWEST LEVEL, SINCE 
THERE WAS NO SECOND LEVEL BELOW THE PEOPLE IN THE VILLAGES. 
GENERALLY, HOWEVER, THESE OVERLAPPING COMMITTEES WOULD FNSuR. 
THE PARTICIPATION WHICH WAS AMONG THE PURPOSES OF THE 
BT 
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TAGS : PINT, SPIN, I?. 

SUBJECT: BANI-ASSADI: TO VARUS A RESTRUCTURED IRAN 


REVOLUTION . 


9. FISCAL AUT-CEITY. TRADITIONALLY , PROS EES? FRO: TAXI'S 
COLLECTED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WERE SENT TO TEHRAN, 

WHERE THEY WERE CENTRALLY APPORTIONED BY MINISTRY AND 
PROVINCE . THF FIRST OF THE TWO NEW BILLS RECENTLY PASSED 
WOULD AUTHORIZE COLLECTION AND RETENTION EVEN AT THE 
VILLAGE LEVEL C? SOME TAXES ALONG WITH COMMUNITY DECISION 
AS TO HOW THESE REVENUES WOULD JE EXPENDED . THE SA-’E 
FISCAL AUTONOMY WOULD BE GRANTED TO CITIES AND PROVINCES . 

1C. NEITHER THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE COMMUNITIES 'TAX 
<5 THEMSELVES (I.F., INCOME , REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

3 SALES), NCR THE PURPOSES TO WHICH TAXES WILL BE APPLIED 
“ARE SPELLED OUT IN THE AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION. BAN I - 
aSsaDI HAD THE IDEA THAT ONE TAX WOULD BE A SORT OF 
TRANSIT TAX ON NON-INHABITANTS, "RATHER LIDS THE AIRPORT 
TAX PAID BY INTERNATIONAL TRAVELLERS." (OR LINE SPEED 
TRAPS?) 

11. PRESENTLY, BANI-ASSADI WENT ON, LOCALITIES WILL STILL 
HAVE TO DEPEND ON TEHRAN (AND OIL REVENUES'! FOR THE 
FINANCING OF SCHOOLS, LOCAL ROADS, HOSPITALS, ST AL. IN 
TIME, HOWEVER, "AS IRAN BECOMES SELF-SUFFICIENT CHIEFLY 
THROUGH GREATER RELIANCE ON AGRICULTURE," LOCALITIES 
WILL BE ABLE TO SELF-FINANCE ALL SUCH EXPENSES. AT THAT 
POINT, OIL REVENUES COULD BE DEDICATED EXCLUSIVELY TO MAJOR 
PROJECTS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. 


12. CRUSADE. WHAT WOULD MALE THE SYSTEM WORD, BAN I-AS SAD I 
INSISTED, WAS TEE ENTHUSIASM UNLEASHED BY THE RSVOLU ION . 

AND A DESIRE FOR POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 
HITHERTO UNKNOWN IN IRAN. THIS ENTHUSIASM WAS LIIF 
"MOLTEN METAL," WHICH HAD TO BE PROPERLY INSTITUTIONALIZED 
BEFORE IT COOLED, AFTER WHICH IT WOULD BE TOO LATE. THE 
CRUSADE FOR RECONSTRUCTION WAS A PRINCIPAL MEANS OF 
KEEPING THIS REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT "MOLTEN" WHILE THESE NEW 
INSTITUTIONS WERE BEING SHAPED. NEVER BEFORE IN XIXTCRY. 
RHAPSODIZED BANI-ASSADI, HAD SUCH GENUINE ENTHUSIASM 
BEEN AROUSED. 


|E CRUSADE IS DISCUSSED IN FOLLOWING MESSAGES LAINGEN 
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iE.O- 12065: GDS 10/31/S5 ("XNKBPI, MOOREtAD) CR-F 
TASS: PEPK , IH 

SUBJECT: SHAH'S MFFICAI TPFATMEN?: DEPUTY PP.IME 

MINISTER RANI-ASS ADI PROTESTS 

iHEFS : A. TEHRAN 11005: B. TEHRAN’ 107 561 


|l. c- entire TFXT. 

I 

2. IN THE COURSE CF A CALI. By TI Y ECGNOFF TO DISCUSS 
(THE CRUSADE FOP RECONSTRUCTION < RTFS ) , BAN I -ASSAD I 
EXPRESS EE EEBP BITTERNESS OVER U.S. ADMISSION OF SHAH 
FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT . WHY. EE ASTER , CO'JLD MOT TH~ 35TAE 
SbE TREATED IV MEXICO? WHY WOULD NOT THE US 5 ALLOV TWO 
IbUALIFIEB IRANIAN PHYSICIANS TC EXAMINE ?IM? . EVEN 
i (ASSUMING THAT INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO THE IRANIAN 
SPHYSICIANS, KCW CCUTE THE PGCI BP SERF THAT IT MAS CCRRF3 

SO. BAN I -AS SAL I DID NOT COMMENT ON IDY ECONOFF'S STOC C 
“ANSWERS. CLEARLY HP ri r NOT RELIEVE THAT. .THE SHAM AS 
JEN TITLED TO THE • BENEFITS OF MFDICAI ETHICS . "THE MAN IS 
jA CRIMINAL. HE SHOULD BE EXTR4 r ITEE , " SAIL BSNI-ASS ADI . 


4. COMMENT : ONLY BY SNITCHING THE SUBJECT EAR 0 TO T’>F 
tRUSADE( SEPTEL ) A NL HIS ADMIRATION OP IT 'HAS TEX ECCAiCET 
ABLE TO RES TORE THE USUAL PLEASANT TONE 0? HIS GONVfESA 
TIONS WITH BAN I-ASSAEI . RFIIGICUS, A LEEP BELIEVER IN 
THE REVOLUTION, BUT ALSO AN ADMIRER OF THE U.S., RA-VI- 
ASSADI SEEMEE MORE HURT THAN ANYTHING ELSF BY THE 
DECISION TO ADMIT THE SHAH. THERE WOULD, Hi SAID, Hi 
FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DEMONSTRATORS IN PRONTO? THE 
(EMBASSY CN NC.V EMBER 1. ALL- THAT WAS PLANNEE WAS DSL 
PRESENTATION OF A RF MONSTRANCE. LAIN JEM 
ET 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 11/4/85 (KENNEDY- H.) 
TAGS: ECON, PINT- IR 

SUBJECT: CRUSADE FOR RECONSTRUCTION: 

DEPUTY PM BANI-ASSADI. 


OR-E 

DISCUSSION WITH 


REF: TEHRAN 11005 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. THE CRUSADE (JEHAD), SAID BANI-ASSADI, WAS FACING 
MAJOR PROBLEMS, WHICH WERE ONLY BEGINNING TO SURFACE. 

THE 8UREAUCRACY, MUCH OF WHICH WAS NOT YET PERMEATED WITH 
THE IDEALS OF THE REVOLUTION (COMMENT: AN UNDERSTATEMENT) 
HAD LITTLE USE FOR THE ARDENT VOLUNTEERS IN THE CRUSADE. 
THE FIERCELY INDEPENDENT VOLUNTEERS, FOR THEIR PART, HAD 
NO USE FOR THE BUREAUCRACY. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY WOULD 
COMMANDEER PUBLIC VEHICLES AT WILL, WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION 
OR ASSUMPTION OF RESPONSIBILITY. 

3. TOY ECONOFF REMARKED THAT A U.S. BUSINESSMAN IN THE 
SOUTH HAD COMPLAINED THAT THE JEHAD HAD WALKED OFF WITH 
41 OF HIS JOINT VENTURE'S VEHICLES. "YES," REPLIED BANI- 
ASSADI, "AND THEN THESE BUSINESSMEN, QUITE CORRECTLY, 
PRESENT THE PGOI WITH THE BILL." 

4. THE JEHAD, CONTINUED BANI-ASSADI, WAS A CREATION OF 
THE PGOI WHICH CONTINUED TO FUND IT. NEVERTHELESS, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LATEST MANAGEMENT THEORY, IT WAS 
STRUCTURED TO AVOID HIERARCHY. FOR EXAMPLE, THE CENTRAL 
OFFICE IN TEHRAN PROVIDED ONLY A SUPPORT 'FUNCTION. If, 
FOR EXAMPLE, SHIRAZ CALLED IN FOR MORE PIPE FOR WATER- 
SUPPLY PROJECTS, THE SUPPORT OFFICE WOULD MAKE THE NECES- 
SARY ARRANGEMENTS. 

5. ALTHOUGH HE ADMITTED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
JEHAD WAS "CHAOTIC", BANI-ASSADI WANTED TO DO NOTHING 
WHICH WOULD SPOIL THE SPONTANEITY OF THE VOLUNTEERS. 

THEY WOULD REMAIN UNPAID (EXCEPT THAT A "SANDUQ", OR 
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TREASURE CHEST r 
Cl AL NEED). AT 
RELATIONSHIP OF 
GOVERNMENT WOUL 
HAVE ANY IDEAS? 


WAS BEING ESTABLISHED FOR THOSE IN FINAN- 
THE SAME TIME, SOME REGULATION OF THE 
THE JEHAD WITH THE NORMAL FUNCTIONS OF 
HAVE TO BE DEVELOPED. DID TDY ECONOFF 
LAINGEN## 
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E.O. 12065: CDS 1/2S/S5 (PATTERSON, P.R.) OR-P 
TA5S ' I R 

SUBJECT: !C) SUGGFSTED CONTACTS 


REF: STATE 22023 

'^1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT.) 


2. IbuLE APPRECIATE YCUR HEC3ECSIKS TELEPHONE NUMBER 
OP IHOP.EINI AIDS lAJil-SABS'S BROTHER . ' KB RECEHSD 
647956 WHICH IS NOT RPT NCT HIS NUM3ER . IF COT TAM DOES 
KO* HATE AN OTP EE NUMBER FOR BANI-SAD8, PLPASP ASK WEETHSR 
HE CNOS^ ANY OTHER CHANNELS FRIENDS. WORK COLLEAIDES 
0? R7-|a|*«ES ) TFROUJR WHICH PATTERSON MICK? CONTACT 

iANI-SiH'. PLEASE JIVE C01TA6 OUR.THAIKS FOR LIST. 

SUILI1 
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E. 0.12065: GDS 10/22/85 (SENS, A.D.) OR-E 
TAGS: ECON, EFIN, IINV, IE 
SUBJECT: BANI-SADR 


BIF: TEHRAN 1082? 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

2, ECONOFFS SPENT AN HOUR ON OCTOBER 22 WITH ABOL-HASS AN 

s BANX-SAER, ISLAMIC ECONOMIST ANE INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF THE 
| REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES HAD ALREADY 
i WARNED THAT 3ANI-S ADR HAS A TENDENCY TO BE ELUSIVE IN HIS 
1 REPLIES, AND EVEN CONTRADICTORY, AS MAY 3E APPARENT IN 
5 WHAT FOLLOWS . 
s 

13. ROLE OF THE CLERGY, NOT EMBARRASSED TO USE THE TERM 
t MUUOCRACY, BANI-SADR CONCEDED THAT THE CLERGY VERY MUCH 
I HAVE THE FINAL WORD. HE COMPARED THE BAZARGAN GOVERNMENT 
I TO A MINISTRY AND TEE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL TO A PARLIAMENT 
■S (UPON WHICH, PRESUMABLY, THE TENURE OF THE MINISTRY 
S DEPENDS). ALL MAJOR PROJECTS, AS WELL AS AGREEMENTS TO 
COMPENSATE FORMER AMERICAN CONTRACTORS, ARE FIRST APPROVED 
BY THE GOVERNMENT, AND THEN BY THE COUNCIL. 

4. WITH REGARD TO UNION AGREEMENTS, BANI-SADR DUCTED A 
QUESTION -OK GTE, SAYING THAT A DRAFT OF A NEW ARRANGEMENT 
HAD NOT AS YET COME TO HIS ATTENTION. WE COULD, HOWEVER, 

TAKE THE APPROVAL OF SUCH MAJOR PROJECTS AS THE NEW PORT 
AT BANDAR ABBAS, ANE THE NEW TEHRAN AIRPORT, AS INDICATIVE 
OF THE DIRECTION WHICH GOI WISHES TO FOLLOW. AS A LATER 
STAGE IN THE CONVERSATION, HOWEVER, HE NOTED TEAT THE 
PATTERN OF MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN BY THE SHAH, INCLUDING 
PORTS AND AIRPORTS, WERE 03VI0USIY AT THE BEHEST OF MULTI- 
NATIONAL ENTERPRISES. THE TWO PROJECTS NOTED ABOVE HAD 
BEEN CONCEIVED UNDER TEE FORMER REGIME. THE CONTRADICTION, 

THE FIRST OF SEVERAL DURING THE CONVERSATION, EVIDENTLY DID 
NOT TROUBLE BANI-SADR. LATER OX, WHEN ASHED WHETHER THE 
NEW REGIME FAVORED FOREIGN INVESTMENT, AND THE INPUT OF 
TECHNOLOGY, ETC. THAT SUCH PROJECTS REPRESENT, BANI-SADR 
REPLIED IN TEE AFFIRMATIVE, NOTING ONLY THAT THE NEW INVEST- 
MENT WOULD HAVE TO BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF IRAN, ANE NOT FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS. * 

5. BANI-SADR CONFIRMED THAT THE CLERGY AND KOMITSHS WERE 
SEEKING PRICE INFORMATION FROM BAZARIS ON IMPORTED GOOES: 

HOW MUCH THEY HAD PAID THE FOREIGN SUPPLIER. AND WHAT THEIR 
MARKUP, WAS. BANI-SADR EXPLAINED THAT PRICE JAWBONING WAS 

A TPtIHTIONAL CIFSICAL FUNCTION IN IRAN. HIS GRANDFATHER, 

A MUILAH, HAD, FOR EXAMPLE, BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR DROPPING 

U CONFIDENTIAL TAHRAH 1116? 
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i 1 . l'„. .Of C jCUKs^iS Dr.R'iA ilCALLT I . r. !. v AC AN.. CONE .^S 

SOT..' UNTIL ifiS.P.-flCE B2C-A.1S MORE REASONABLE. 3AXI-. ADR 
CONCEDED THAT CONTEMPORARY MARKETS WERE MORE COMPLEX THAN 
CUCUMBERS IN HAMA LAN . 

6. AS X EE ABOUT THE IDLING OF FIFTY PERCENT OF IRAN'S 
INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY AND HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT, BANI-SADR 
OBSFRVED THAT MUCH OF THE SO-CALLED EMPLOYMENT UNDER THE 
SHAH WAS DISGUISED UNEMPLOYMENT. UNNECESSARY CONSTRUCTION 
ANL MILITARY MANPOWER WERE MEANS BY WHICH THE SHAH CONCEAL- 
ED A SERIOUS PROBLEM. EVERY YEAR, HE SAID, ONE MILLION 
PERSONS JOIN THE WORKFORCE, CHIEFLY IN TEHRAN. RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, AN IMPORTANT GOAL OF THE NEW REGIME, HAD THE 
ADDITIONAL DIMENSION OF GETTING PEOPLE OUT OF THE CITIES 
AND BACK ONTO THE LAND. 

7. MOST OF THE INDUSTRIES NOW IN DIFFICULTIES, BANI-SADR 
WENT ON, SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. THEY WERE A "FANTASY" SATISFYING THE NEEDS OF THE 
UPPER CRUST, AND, OF COURSE, THE GREED OF THE MULTINATION- 
ALS. WHY, FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD IRAN HAVE SIX AUTOMOBILE 
ASSEMBLY PLANTS? ONE SHOULD SUFFICE, AND THAT SHOULD NOT 
MERELY ASSEMBLE THE FOREIGN COMPONENTS BUT FABRICATE THE 
ENTIRE VEHICLE. EVEN IN THE UNITED STATES, HE WENT ON, IT 
HAS 3EEN' ESTIMATED TEAT 55 PERCENT OF ALL MANUFACTURED 
PRODUCTS CONSUMED BY THE PUBLIC SERVE NO REAL NEED. TBERE- 

f FORE, THE FIRST STAGE (OF THREE) IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF 
| IRAN WILL INCLUDE A REALLOCATION OF RESOURCES TO SERVE 
5 TPULY PROLUCTIVE ENDS AND GETTING THE PEOPLE "ENGAGED" IN 
= THE SECOND PRASE CONSUMER GOODS WILL EE REINTRODUCED. THE 
THIRD PHASE WILL COME INTO BEING WHEN IRAN IS CAPABLE OF 
PLAYING "AN INDEPENDENT ROLE IN AN INTERDEPENDENT WORLD 
ECONOMY.” THIS PROCESS OVERALL IS EXPECTED TO TA 7 E 8? TO 
85 YEARS . 

S. ELSEWHERE IN TEE CONVERSATION, HOWEVER, BANI-SADR 
CCNCEIEE THAT IURINC TEE FIRST STAGE, THE GOVERNMENT WOULD 
HAVE TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN EMPLOYMENT, THUS 
ALSO CONCEDING TEAT REDUNDANT FACTORIES WOULD HAVE TO BE 
...LPT IN OPERATION . 

?L 
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!>or Vi < e : lrise •: i s ■'Mixr, your. •■{-; saw nit reform 'of 

i.*-!* vIK-5 SECTOR AS 0? Ft'TN '.i’l-si! SCOP?,, AIMED AX E'LINC 

THE "X f T 01 f AIIOS EX Mil EL)’ MEN 0? PRIMARY P-.OEl'Cf AS, A 7 - F ’ 
SMAIL PERCENTAGE OF THE PRICE PAID BY THE CONSUME- O' 1 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IS RETAINED BY ME FARMER. TEE VIL- 
LAGE MONEY LENDER SEIMS OFF AN EXHOSBJTANT AMOUNT, A*!D THE 
VILLAGERS HAVE NO OTHER WAY TO GET OPERATING CREDIT *i-'I 
CONSOL I CATION CF BAR.<S RECENTLY REG UN (REF', tITL TERMINAT' 
RSMWfrAN* BRANDS !"3 AND PERSONNEL. SANI-SADR HOPED that’ 
THESE PERSONNEL COULD ?E RETRAINED AS BAN C INS AGENTS, TO 
GET INTO THE VILIAGES TO MAKE OPERATING CREDIT sVAILAPLE 1> 
WAYS THAT THE VILLAGES CAN AFFORD. 

10. BAN I -SABS CONCEDED THAT THESE FAR-REACHING CHARGES 
f WOULD NOT BE EASY TO PUT INTO EFFECT, ESPECIALLY DURING A 

! Revolution. we have no choice,'' he said, "under the old 

i- REGIME, THE COUNTRY WOULD HAVE BIEL." 

111. COMMENT: RANI-SADR P.KFFSS TO HIMSELF AS AN ECONOMIST 
S BUT SEEMS MUCH MORE INTERESTED IN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
f DEVELOPMENT. ¥3EN ASKED ABOUT ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS HE 
i EITHER CHANGES THE SUBJECT OR EXPLAINS teat HE LEAVES THE 
I details to others, he expresses CONTEMPT FOR SUREAUCEACY. 
i BUT SUGGESTS HE WOULD DO A GOOD JOB AS A DEPARTMENTAL 
■MINISTER. HE CRITICIZES MINISTERIAL DECISION'S AND CRI^I- 
- CIZES FAILURES TO MALE DECISIONS. US CLAIMS HE WANTS TO 
LEAD WHEN IN FACT EE LECTURES. HE IS ABSTRACT ANL FLOS ITS. 
YET AN IMPORTANT INFLUENCE IN THE NEW REGIME. HE STEMS TO 
PE A BUNDLE OF CONTRADICTIONS. WHETHER HIS IS AN HONEST 
CONFUSION, OR I'EVIOUSNESS , WAS NOT CLEAR TO EMBOfES.' 
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SUBJECT l KHOMEINI CONTACT 


ACTION 


AMEN I CAN ACADEMIC EXPERT RtCEWLY GAVE DErTOfr N*MIOE 
MOHAMMED TAVASSDU (TEHRAN TELEPHONE 8A5->S«>, JlESKi'IiJS 
HIM AS PCNSON PRENENNED BY KHOMEINI GROUP FOR CONTACT WITH 
EMBASSY SHOULD THAT EVER BE DESIRABLE OR PRACTICAL. VANCE 

wr 
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AMEM8A59T TEHRAN 
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?T 

' E C fi B T SECTION 81 TEHRAN 005*8 
XDIS 


r.O. 12065*. RTS 1-8-99 (STEMPEL , J.D 
TAOS: PINS, PINS, PORS , PCOV„ IR 
SUBJECT! LIBERATION' MOVEMENT'S (LMI) 


y- J-r J *~ 


) OR-P 


CHRGP: STATE 1-8-79 
,»P»V: DCM:CWNAAS 
>RFTDi POL! JDSTSMPSLtLV 
CLEAR ! POlsGBLAMJBA CIS 
DISTRi ECM-2 AMB ^"JT , 
DUMMY/CHRON 


NEAR-TERM POSTURE 


SUMMARTi LMI 'S TAVASSOLI TOLD EM BOER LMI PLANS MAST 
DEMONSTRATIONS JAN 8 TO ECLIPSE "FEEBLE" JAN 7 EFFORTS . ■ 

LMI WILL ISSUE NO RPT NO STRONG STATEMENT AGAINST BAICHTIAR 
; GOVT FOR "A FEW EATS, WAITING TO SEE I? AND HOW BAKHTIAR 
|j GETS SHAH TO LEAVE." STRIKES WILL CONTINUE, HOWEVER. 

|l SOURCE EXPLAINER LMI SOLUTION TO IRANIAN IMPASSE AND 
EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER GROWING TUBER AND OTHER EXTREMIST 
1] STRENGTH. END SUMMARY. 


•I 1. LMI 'S MOHAMMAD TAVASSOLI CALLED ON EMBOTT STEMPEL EVENING 
§[ JAN 7 TO DISCUSS PRESENT SITUATION. TAVASSOLI MACE POINT 
1 Or . SATING SITUATION IN IRAN’ OVER PAST SIX “ONTHS HAD 

i . UNFOLDED AS LMI HAD FEARED IT WOULD, AND SRAE WAS HANGING 
1 ON DESPITE OVERWHELMING PERCEPTION OP "THE PEOPLE" THAT 
! .EE RAD TO GO. EE GAVE KMBOFF COPT OF KHOMEINI ANNOUNCE- 
I MF.Kt DISTRIBUTED IN TEHRAN JAN 7 WHICH CALLED RAKHTIAB 
£ GOVERNMENT ILLEGAL, CALLED FOR CONTINUATIO' OF STRIKES IN 
«j A LLS F.CT03S , AS'ED MINISTRY EMPLOYEES TO PREVENT NEW 
MINISTERS FROM COMING TO THEIR OFFICES, AND URGED ALL 
CITIZENS NOT RFT NOT TO PAT TAXES, INCLUDING WATER AMD 
LIGHT BILLS. TO THIS END, LMI WILL SPONSOR MANY SMALLER 
RALLIES JAN 8 WHICH WILL BE DESIGNED TO SHOW MOVEMENT'S 
STRENGTH. TAVASSOLI HOPED THESE WOULD -BE- PEACEFUL, BUT 
SAID LMI WAS READY FOR OTHER EVENTUALITIES. 


r. 'DESCRIBING BAXHTI AH GOVERNMENT AS VIRTUALLY INDIS- 
TINGUISHABLE FROM AMT NATIONAL FRONT (INF) GOVERNMENT, 
TAVASSOLI' SAID LMI BELIEVES BA'HTAIR AND SAN JAB I ARE 
REALLY COLLUDING WITH SHAH' AGAINST. THE INTERESTS 0* 

IRANIAN PEOPLE. IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE U :S . 70 DISCERN 
WHERE ITS TRUE INTERESTS LIE AND NOT PE »001ED BY FALSE." 
COALITION GOVERNMENT. WMBO** OFFERED MILD REJOINDER 
11* AT BA-’HTlAS SEEDED TO BE ON VERGE 0? ACHIEVING WHAT LMI 
•'At- Vi NT FT --DEPARTURE OF SEA*. SOURCE ACKNOWLEDGED THIS 
AND’ SAID LMI WOULD not be ISSUING STRONG STATEMENT AGAINST 
BAO’TIAS 1 .'CA’JSE MOVEMENT WOULD BS WAITING. TO SEE IF AND 
NOW 5 HAH LEAVES COUNTRY. IT WAS NOT ENOUGH FOR SHAH TO 
GO ON VACATION! PEOPLE 0? IRAN WOULD NOT ACCEPT ANY 
SOLUTION WHICH DID NOT MEET WITH KHOMEINI APPROVAL ft.*. 
SPAN HAS TO GO). EMSO** EXPLORED THIS POSITION. WHILE 
TAVASSOLI WAFFLED ON QUSSTIOK OF WHETHER SEAR'S DEPARTURE 
ON VACATION WOULD BE CONSIDERED SATISFACTORY FIRST STEP, 

IT VIS CLEA» LMI HAS RETAINED HARD P03I "ION, THAT SHAH MUST 
i#:SN TO ABDICATE. 

IF SHAH DO r :C NOT LEAVE, OR MAKE SUBSTANTIAL PLANS TO 
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JIB IT p HAD 6S*N SETTL89 I MTU EKOHSINf SAD Cl VPN 1|1 
PERMISSION. N FA’S PA PERK EN HAL Vhj TED UNTIL AP^mpin! 
PERSONALLY HAE o». *sr- T<?m SFFOBTS BKTOftt AIRSSISD to 
r: • ps. 

’ • in iFIFF DISCUSSION OP PROSPECT OF MILITANT TK'?OV?g 
TAVASSOLI Fjpsmsa KEASCS8 THAT o.s. PAt ATPAP'-’NTLY 
ACTED TO BE5TBAIN IRANIAN NILTTAPT, AND WOO?* pep^TH? 
T:;AT OS ‘I FAVORED CONSTITUTIONAL SOLUTION, NOT «!tm?T 
COUP. tmssou SAIT WI VAS IS FATLY RSLIUVEE that sen. 
OVEISSI BAD OFPARTE 1 AND CO N " I p v FT) TV'At it FAS 0 7 A I s T o 
HAD WOBPIID t«| WHEN TAVASSOLI LAST SPOTS *0 E*?OF* A30CT 
PROSPiCTS 0? MILITARY COUP. 

' 7. CO MM HA I: MARTINS TOO- PLACE BEF3P2 N S'/SOT OTNE»Al 
JAM'S H r S ION AT I ON BECAME {NOWN n»LT JAN <? . IT IS OU 1 
VIE* THAI, VAPENDI NO ON FALLOUT PROM J A" d-'P4°T"?p, 1 »J 
MAY ADVANCE IT'S ?t*fBT48LF TOP. FR'SSSTNS RA- >! 'TtAP SOTPRN- 
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1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT! REPORTING CABLE.) 


2. SUMMARY: TAVASSOLI SAID REVOLUTIONARY ADMINISTRATION 
SUFFERS FROM LACK OF MONET AND INDISCIPLINE OF WORKERS. 

HE URGED US UNDERSTANDING OF REVOLUTIONARY IRAN. END 
SUMMARY. 

3. TEHRAN MAYOR TAVASSOLI ASKED DEPARTING POLOFF STEMPEL 
TO CALL ON HIM AT HIS OFFICE. STEMPEL HAD NOT SEEN 
TAVASSOLI SINCE DECEMBER , AND MAYOR WELCOMED HIM WARMLY 
AS OLD FRIEND. AFTER BRIEF DISCUSSION ON SUCCESS OF 
ISLAMIC REVOLUTION, TAVASSOLI (DISPLAYING BETTER SENSE 

OF HUMOR THAN POLOFF HAS EVER SEEN) SAID RUNNING 
“REVOLUTIONARY TEHRAN" WASN'T THE KIND OF JOB HE HAD 
EXPECTED. SAME PROBLEMS EXISTED WITH MUNICIPALITY AS 
WITH NATIONAL GOVERNMENT— LACK OF MONET AND INDISCIPLINE 
OF WORK FORCE. POLOFF COMMENTED THAT TEHRAN SERVICES HAD 
GOTTEN BACK TO NORMAL FAIRLY QUICKLY GIVEN REVOLUTIONARY 
SITUATION. TAVASSOLI REPLIED, “YES, BUT YOU DON'T KNOW 
HOW OFTEN I HAVE TO TALK TO THE WORKERS TO MAKE THEM 
UNDERSTAND OUR PROBLEMS." HE SAID TEHRAN METRO WAS BEING 
REVIEWED, AND CONTRACTS APPEARED VERY ONE-SIDED! SUCH 
THINGS TOOK MUCH TIME. MAYOR ADMITTED HE WORKED “AT 
LEAST A 23-HOUR DAY! "CALLS EVEN REACHED HIM LATE AT 
NIGHT. 

4. TAVASSOLI SAID HE WANTED TO MAKE PLEA FOR BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAMIC REVOLUTION IN AMERICA. HE SAID 
U.S. "SHOULD BEHAVE IN A WAT THAT WILL KEEP RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES." POLOFF REPLIED IN SPIRIT OF 
FRANK FRIENDSHIP THAT SUGGESTION CUT BOTH WATS. THERE 
FOLLOWED SHORT DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS FORCED ON BOTH 
COUNTRIES BT RECENT EVOLUTION OF SITUATION. TAVASSOLI 
ASKED FOR UNDERSTANDING ON CASE OF CONTRACTS WITH UNFAIR 
CANCELLATION CLAUSES, ASSISTANCE WITH GRAIN SHIPMENTS, AND 
A "FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE" ON SPARE PARTS. POLOFF SAID U.S. 
ATTITUDES WOULD PROBABLY REFLECT PGOI AND KHOMEINI 
ATTITUDES AND SAID FRANKLY OUTPUT FROM SENIOR FIGURES 

WAS NOT VERT REASSURING OR HELP-INDUCING. TAVASSOLI 
ADMITTED THAT SOME STATEMENTS WERE EXTREME, BUT NOTED 
USG SHOULD STOP ANTI-ISLAMIC CAMPAIGN IN AMERICAN PRESS. 

POLOFF SAID SHAH'S MEN HAD MADE EXACTLY SAME POINT A YEAR 
EARLIER. IT WOULD HELP IF MORE IRANIANS UNDERSTOOD 
NATURE OF U.S. TREE PRESS. POLOFF SAID THERE WERE SOME 
TRIM IS PGOI AND KHOMEINI WERE DOING THAT WENT AGAINST OUR 
VAUD !S , SUCH AS THE REVOLUTIONARY EXECUTIONS AND SUPPRES- 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 6211 

- 72 - 



CONFIDENT!!! 


TEHRAN 621 


SION OF WOMEN. P50I COULD EXPECT UNFAVORABLE PRESS COVER- 
AGE OF THIS, AND THERE 'US LITTLE ANTONE COULD DO ABOUT IT. 
POLOFE SUGGESTED ISLAMIC MOVEMENT SHOULD DO BETTER JOB OF 
PUBLICIZING ITS POSITIVE ASPECTS, AND TAVASSOLI READILY 
AGREED « 


i 

i 

i 


5. AT END OF DISCUSSION, TAVASSOLI DEFENDED NEED FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY TRIALS, BUT SAID THEY HAD NOT BEEN CARRIED 
OUT WELL. HE ASCRIBED THIS TO SWIFTNESS OF REVOLUTIONARY 
VICTORY AND LACK OF JUDICIAL PREPARATION. IN INTERESTING 
SIDE COMMENT, HE SAID IT WAS "IMPOSSIBLE" FOR ISLAMIC 
MOVEMENT TO TURN SUCH TRIALS' OVER TO MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
OFFICIALS, SINCE THESE WERE ALL "SLAVES OF THE SHAH.” 
(COMMENTS TAVASSOLI IS A LEFTIST MFMBSR OF THE ISLAMIC 
MOVEMENT, BUT KIS STATEMENT REFLECTS "WE BROTHERS" SPIRIT 
OF MOST COMMITTED ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARIES, AND THEIR 
WILLINGNESS TO PLACE BEYOND THE PALS THOSE WHO WORKED 
IN ANY WAY FOR OLD REGIME.) POLOFF GAVE TAVASSOLI NAME 
OF HIS SUCCESSOR, AND MAYOR HAD NO TROUBLE WITH THE IDEA 
OF SEEING OFFICIAL U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FROM TIME TO TIME. 
NAAS 
BT 
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S.O. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, IR 

SUSJECT: SHAHABI REQUEST FOR INFO ON FEDERALISM 

REF: TEHRAN 5227 

§ v 

| 1. (ACTION CABLE . ) 

I 2. during charge's meeting with minstate * , or revolution- 
's ART AFFAIRS SAKA3I (REFTEL), SKAHABI AS (ED IF D .S . COULD 
S PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION ON WORKINGS OF FEDERAL SYSTEM, 

| ESPECIALLY DIVISION OF POWERS BETWEEN CENTER AND STATES . 

£ 

I 2. SAHABI READS BOTE FRENCH AND ENGLISH, BUT FRENCH 
* BETTER THAN ENGLISH, AND WE THOUGHT IF YOU WERE ABLE 
3 TO OBTAIN MATERIAL FROM ICA OR LOCAL ACADEMIC SOURCES, 

“ ESPECIALLY ANYTHING ON SUBJECT IN FRENCH, THIS WOULD BE 
CHANCE FOR YOU TO BE RESPONSIVE PERSONALLY TO REOUEST FOR 
USG HELP IN AREA WHICH IS NOT FRAUGHT WITH LOCAL SENSI- 
TIVITY AND YET IS IMPORTANT FOR INSTITUTIONAL EVOLUTION 
OF GOVERNMENT. NAAS 
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TAGS : PGO'V, PINT, PINR, 1R 
SUBJ : MEETING WITH. MINISTER SAHABI 

1. (C -.ENTIRE TEXT! REPORTING CABLE) 

2. SUMMARY: CHARGE DISCDSSFD WITH MINISTER SAHABI U.S.- 
IP.AN RELATIONS. MINISTER EXPRESSED HOPE CURRENT MIS- 
UNDERSTANDINGS WOOLS NOT IMPEDE GOOD TIES TEICH P30I 
WANTS . SAHABI TALKED OF NEW GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND 
SHOWED ACTIVE INTEREST IN FEDERAL SYSTEM. BIO NOTE. 

END SUMMARY. 

3. CHARGE AND ACTING POLCOENS CALLED ON MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR REVOLUTIONARY AFFAIRS DR . YADOLLAH SAHABI 
MORNING MAY 20. SAHABI RECEIVED AMERICANS IN PLEASANT, 

GRACEFUL OLD-WORLD PERSIAN MANNER AND DISCUSSION WAS 
FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT. FOLLOWING ARE IMPORTANT POINTS: 

4. AFTER CHARGE EXPRESSED O.S. INTEREST IN GOOD TIES 
WITH NEW P50I AND ASSURED MINISTER THAT USG WAS NOT RPT 
NOT INTERFERING IN IRAN AND WOULD NOT DO SO, SAHABI 
IMMEDIATELY AND IN AN UNDERSTANDING MANNER EXPRESSED 
REGRETS -FOR MEDIA ATTAC1CS ON USG IN WAKE OF PUBLICITY 
GIVEN JAVITS RESOLUTION ON IRAN. SAHABI SAID IRAN IS IN 
REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD AND AFFiRMED TWICE THAT BAZARSAN 
GOVERNMENT WANTS ;JOOD RELATIONS WITH U.S. HE NOTED, 

HOWEVER, TEAT THERE ARE MANY QUESTIONS WHICH MUST BE 
RESOLVED BETWEEN IRAN AND U.S. AND REGRETTED VERY MUCH 
THAT QUOTE MISUNDERSTANDINGS UNQUOTE WERE MARRING PUBLIC 
SCENE. FONWIN WOULD BE CALLING TO TALI TO CHARGE ABOUT 
PROBLEM (YA2DI DID CALL! SEE SEPTEL ON LATER MEETING ) . 

HE* SAID THAT MUCH OF WHAT WAS IN RESOLUTION WAS TRUE? 

&OME OF WHAT PRESS IN IRAN WAS SATING IS TRUE. IRAN IS 
If) A 'REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION— EVEN QUESTION AS SIMPLE AS 
THAT 'OF NEW PASSPORTS IS NOT RESOLVED YET. ROLE OF REVO- 
LUTIONARY COURTS, MASS DEMONSTRATIONS AND VARIOUS MOVE- 
MENTS ARE ALL CHANGING. IRAN'S PROBLEMS WILL BE WORKED 
OUT, BUT IT WILL TAKE TIME. CHARGE COMMENTED THAT EXE- 
CUTIONS AND TRIALS WITHOUT INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED 
STANDARDS CAUSED U.S, AND OTHERS TO THINX MORE BADLY OF 
THE REVOLUTION THAN THEY WOULD OTHERWISE. WITH OBVIOUS 
PAIN IN HIS BROW, SAHABI SAID QUOTE YOU ARE RIGHT! WE ARF 
NOT HAPPY WITH THESE EXECUTIONS OURSELVES. BUT WHAT CAN 
Y0U-5XPSCT7 IF THE 2AZARGAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT STAY IN 
OFWfcR, THERE WILL BE NO HOPE FOR. STABILITY. END QUOTE. 

/(CpfiffeNT: Wt THINK HE IS PROBABLY BIGHT.) SAHABTSAID 
COXM; WERE A SHORT TERM EXPEDIENT WHICH WOULD NOT LAST! 

POOT WANTED TO WIND THEM UP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, BUT IT 
WOULD TAKE A LITTLE TIME., 
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CHARGE AS TED 'ABOUT NEW STRUCTURE , S AHA/ I 

:.:'PLIEB TEAT DRAFT CONSTITUTION POUIT: dl RELEASED WITHIN 
0 W3JKS. CONSTITUTIONAL ASSESS IT V0UL3 BE CALLED FITS- 
IS,’ 30 TO 60 DATS. PGOl EXPECTED ASSEMBLY TO LAST A 
MAXIMUM 0 7 POOR MONTHS, VI IP FLECTIONS FOR PRESIDENT AND 
THE PARLIAMENT TO FOLLOW TOWARD THE END 0? THIS TEAR. 

WITH RESPECT TO RELATIONSHIP 0? REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS TO 
NEW GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE, 5AHAEI SAID THIS CONFUSES 
EVEN MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT. 70S: NOW, DP ./MUST AT A 
C-. AMBAN IS THE HEAD 07 TRT GUARDS, BUT HP IS NOT c?T NOT' 

A DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. DEPUTY PM BAN I -AS SADI PAS NO 
RPT NO CONNECTION WITH' THE REVOLUTIONARY 'WARES. 


6. SAHAS I SAID HIS OWN OFFICE , THE BUREAU OF REVOLUTIONARY 
AFFAIRS, WILL BE IN CHARGE OF .REVIEWING ALL L-AWS AND 
HARMONIZING THEM WITH. -THE NEW GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM. IN 
THIS' CONNECTION, HE THANE ED ACTING POLCOUNS FOR SENDING 
KIM A COPT OF THE U.S. FEDERAL. CONSTITUTION . AFTER DIS- 
CUSSION 07 FEDERAL SYSTEM, /INCLUDING DUAL LINES 0? GOVERN- 
MENT AND STATE AND FEDERAL TAX STRUCTURES, SARAS! SAID 
THAT : 1?': NTS BAD. ANY MORE MATERIAL ON U.S. FEDERAL STRUCTURE, 
HE WOULD LIKE' TO HAVE IT. PS 01 PLANNED TO SEMAK* IRAN INTO 
FEDERATED SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT TO HELP EASE TRIBAL AND 
OTHER PROBLEMS OF DECENTRALIZATION. CHARGE SAID USD WOULD 
EE HAPPY .TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFO {SEE SEPfELl. 


BIO i NOTE: SAHABI IS IN. HIS P3'S AMD A CLOSE* LONG- 
TIME FRIEND' 0? PRIME MINISTER BAZA? JAN. OTHERS WHO HAVE 
SEEN HIM' HAVE NOT SEEN IMPRESSED WITH HIS GRASP OF PROBLEMS 
AND COHERENCE, BUT DURING THIS MEETING HE EXHIBITED SO- 
PHISTICATED VIEW OF IRAN'S PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL AND RE- 
MAINED ALERT THROUGHOUT. HE HAS NO INDEPENDENT POWER 
BASE, HOWEVER, AND MUST BE COUNTED AMONG THE-RGOI'S 
SECULARISTS . HIS REACTION TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REVOLU- 
TIONARY COURTS AND U.S. -IRAN RELATIONS MADE IT CRYSTAL 
CLEAR EE LAC IS SYMPATHY FOR THE THOMSINI ENTOURAGE. HE 
IS OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED A^OUT THE PROBLEM OF INSTITUTIONAL- 
IZING THE GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE, AND SPOLT FOBCEFULLT ON 
THE NEED TO <T? A NEW GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE IN PLACE. 

KF IS ONE OF : REVOLUTION'S El DEB 'STATESMEN . NAAS 
BT " 


TEHRAN 



- 76 - 





CONFIDENTIAL 

Jji. HUQMHR *5218 140 ** 

ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
R 201306Z MAY 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 1547 
INFO RDEHIA/USICA WASHDC 
BT 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 05218 

E.O. 12065: GDS 5/20/S5 (SHELLENEERGER J.) OR-O 
TAOS: SEDU, IR 
SUBJECT: CALL ON DP.. SHAR1AT-MADARI , MINISTER OF HIGHER 

EDUCATION , SCIENCE AND CULTURE 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

Z. SUMMARY: MINISTER RECEIVED CHARGE AND PAO MAY 20 
AND DURING NEARLY ONE HOUR VISIT OUTLINED GENERAL POLICIES 
RESPECTING IRANIAN STUDENT STUDY ABROAD, LANGUAGE TRAINING 
EXCHANGE OF PROFESSORS, VISITING U.S. IRANOLOGISTS, ETC. 

on the general us-iranian relationship, the minister, in 

A VERY PERSONALIZED MANNER, TICKED OFF A NUMBER OF PAST 
USG SINS. OR THE WEOL?, THE CONVERSATION WAS LOW KEY 
AND WITHOUT POLEMICS, AS ONE MIGHT EXPECT FROM AN ACADEMIC 
WHOSE SPECIALTY IS PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION AND WHO HAS 
TAUGHT AT U.S. UNIVERSITIES. END SUMMARY. 

3. THE MINISTER RECEIVED US WITHOUT CEREMONY, INTRODUCED 
A COLLiAGUE FROM TEHRAN UNIVERSITY AND IMMEDIATELY RAISED 
THE SUBJECT OF STUDENT ORIENTATION AND PREPARATION FOR 
STUDY ABROAD. HE 3SLISVES MUCH BETTER LANGUAGE PREPARA- 
TION IS ESSENTIAL AND WOULD THINK CANDIDATES FOR STUDY 
ABROAD SHOULD HAVE ONE TO TWO YEARS INTENSIVE PREPARATION. 
HE ASKED WHETHER THE IRAN AMERICA SOCIETY WAS HOLDING 
CLASSES AND SEEMED PLEASED TO HEAR THAT IT WAS. PAO 
DESCRIBED FORMER ORIENTATION PROGRAMS AT IAS AND EXPRESSED 
READINESS TO RESUME THOSE WHEN AND AS MINISTRY IS READY. 
MINISTER SAID TEE NEW QUALIFYING EXAM FOR THOSE SEEKING 
STUDENT PASSPORTS FOR STUDY ABROAD WOULD BE HELD AS EARLY 
AS NEXT WEEK AND HI ANTICIPATED A CONSIDERABLE DROP IN THE 
NUMBER OF US5PORTS WHICH WILL BE ISSUED. HE PROJECTED A 
MUCH MORE COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH TEACHING PROGRAM IN IRAN 
AND SAW NO PROBLEM WITH ISSUANCE OP WORK PERMITS TO 
FOREIGNERS WHO WOULD COME TO TEACH LANGUAGES HERE. 

4. ON INSTITUTIONAL EXCHANGES OF PROFESSORS, THE MINISTER 
COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON THE FULERIGHT PROGRAM, BUT WENT ON 
TO SAY TEAT TEE UNIVERSITIES HERE WILL BE DISCOURAGING 
OVERSEAS TRAVEL EY IRANIAN PROFESSORS FOR THE TIME BEING. 

HE DOES NOT 3iLIEVS IRAN CAN SPARE PROFESSORS EVEN FOR 
BRIEF PERIODS ABROAD. ON THE OVER-ALL QUESTION OF INTRA 
UNIVERSITY LINKS, HE SAID ALL SUCH PAST AFFILIATIONS WERE 
BEING REVIEWED TO ASSURE THAT THEY WERE NECESSARY AND IN 
TKt/H NTEREST OF IRAN. HE INDICATED THAT SOME HAD LITTLE 
PRACTICAL UIILITY. THOSE THAT STAND THE TEST OF SCRUTINY 
WILIIeOUBTLESS BE RESUMED , 2E SAID. THE MINISTER DES- 
CRIBED A PROJECT ACCORDING TO WHICH PROFESSIONAL BODIES 

IN VARIOUS HELDS, wS PEC I ALLY THE SCIENCES, WOULD 3E V EET- 
I"iG THIS SUMMER TO ESTABLISH GOALS RE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM, 
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TEXTS, INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH. ON THE BASIS OF THESE FIND- 
INGS, UNIVERSITIES if ILL CHART THEIR COURSE. (TIME DID NOT 
PERMIT DISCUSSION OF THE UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY QUESTION, BUT 
OUR IMPRESSION WAS THAT THIS MINISTER LISE SEVERAL OF HIS 
PREDECESSORS IS MAPPING A HIGHER EDUCATION STRATEGY IN 
WHICH MINED WILL BE THE KEY ARBITER.) 

5. WE MENTIONED THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE 0? IRANIAN STUDIES 
AND THE DESIRE OF AMERICANS WHO ARE PERSIAN STUDIES 
SCHOLARS /RESEARCHERS TO COME TO IRAN. HE ASKED ABOUT 

THE VARIOUS FIELDS OF INQUIRY, AND THEN OPINED THAT THIS 
SUMMER WOULD NOT BE A GOOD TIME FOR SUCH VISITS BECAUSE 
OF THE PREOCCUPATION OF IRANIAN ACADEMICS AND OTHERS WITH 
INTERNAL CONCERNS. HE MENTIONED THE POSSIBILITY OF SOME 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT CONFERENCES THIS SUMMER TO WHICH 
FOREIGN STUDENTS MIGHT BE ADMITTED. HIS GENERAL ADVICE 
WAS TO DISCOURAGE RESEARCHERS FROM COMING HERE UNTIL FALL 
AT THE EARLIEST. 

6. AT THE CLOSE OF OUR VISIT, I MADE THE POINT THAT THE 
USG LOOKS FORWARDS TO AN OPEN, COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF IRAN AND THAT OUR MUTUAL 
INTEREST IN IRAN'S INDEPENDENCE, TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROVIDED A GOOD FOUNDATION FOR 
THE FUTURE. THE MINISTER REPLIED TO THIS STATEMENT BY 
TICKING OFF SOME OF OUR PAST “SINS"~ALL PART OF THE NOW 
FAMILIAR LITANY I RECEIVE— BUT AGREED THERE WOULD BE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION IN THE FUTURE. 

7. 310 NOTES: DR. SHARIAT-MADARI SPEAKS ENGLISH FLUENTLY 
E. 7 VERY SOFTLY AND METHODICALLY. HE IS A REFLECTIVE MAN 
V . C I EARLY ENJOYS THE ABSTRACT. FROM 1965-67, HE TAUGHT 
E. iCAT IONAL PHILOSOPHY AT THE UNIVERSITY 0? INDIANA, AND 
LATER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE. INDIANA INVITED 
HIM BACK FOR A SYMPOSIUM LAST SUMMER. HE HAS TRANSLATED 
INTO FARSI SEVERAL LEADING AMERICAN ED PHIL. TEXTS. 
CULTURED, COMPOSED, AND IN POSSESSION 07 A STRATEGY, 

TR. SHARIAT-MADARI SEEMS FAR REMOVED FROM THE POLICIZED 
CROWDS CALLING THE SHOTS ON UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES. OF ALL 
CABINET POSTS, HIS WOULD SEEM ONE 07 THE MOST VULNERABLE 
AND LEAST SECURE. IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE HOW HE 
AND HI 3 POLICIES FARE . NAAS 
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E.0. 12065: CDS 10/1/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OB-S 

TAOS: SINT, IE 

SOBJECT: ELECTION SCHEDDLE 

REF: TEHRAN 10440 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

32. DURING SEST 30 CALL BT CHARSE AND EMBASSY SOLITICAL 
"OFFICER, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR SABBASHI AN DISCUSSED 
SCHEDULED LOCAL AND NATIONAL ELECTIONS. SABASHIAN SAID 
"THAT FIRST STEF WOULD BE ELECTIONS FOR COUNCILS IN 150 
5 MUNICIPALITIES ON OCTOBER 12 AND 13. ELECTIONS 'IN TEHRAN 
AND THE MAJOB SROTINCIAL CITIES OF MASHHAD, TABRIZ, 

. SHIRAZ , ESFAHAN, AND AHWAZ WOULD BE HELD LATER. 

f 3. MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A 
? REFERENDUM ON THE NEW CONSTITUTION, BT PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS , AND THEN BY ELECTIONS FOR A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

3 ALL OF THESE ELECTIONS SABASHIAN HOPED WOULD BE COMPLETED 
BY THE END OF THE IRANIAN YEAH (MARCH, 1980). HE ADDED 
THAT THE V ILLA3B AND DISTRICT (BAKHSH) ELECTIONS WOULD 
PROBABLY BE THE LAST TO BE HELD, SINCE THE MINISTRY OP 
INTERIOR'S APPARATUS WAS WEAKEST AT THOSE LEVELS . 

(FIT: IN A SEPARATE INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN SEPT 30 
TEHRAN TIMES, SABASHIAN SAID THAT THE ASSEMBLY OF EXPERTS 
SHOULD COMPLETE THEIR WORK BT OCTOBER 23 AND THAT THE 
REFERENDUM COULD BE HELD AT THE END OF NOVEMBER. END FYI). 


4. ASKED ABOUT THE DATE FOR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
IN THE MAJOR CITIES SABASHIAN ESTIMATED THAT THESE 
ELECTIONS WOULD 3E HELD ABOUT TWO WEEKS AFTER THE 
OCTOBER 12/13 ELECTIONS AND BEFORE THE REFERENDUM ON THE 
NEW CONSTITUTION. 


5. SABASHIAN SAID THAT HE HOPED THESE ELECTIONS WOULD 
PROVIDE PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF THE NEW IRANIAN 
REGIME'S DETERMINATION TO ESTABLISH ISLAMIC AND DEMOCRATIC 
PRINCIPLES IN THE COUNTRY. HE SAID THAT THESE ELECTIONS 
WOULD ESTABLISH A PERMANENT GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE WHICH 
SHOULD HELP TO ALLEVIATE SOME OF THE ABUSES CAUSED BY 
THE WEAKNESS OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. COMMENT: 

WE WISH WE COULD BELIEVE THIS. IAINGEN 
BT 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
SECSTATE WASHDC* IMMEDIATE 

AGREMENT CHANNEL*** 

E.O. 12065: GDS-4 4/15/79 (STEMPEL* J.D.) OR-P 
TAGS: PDI P * PGOV * IR 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR AGREMENT FOR IRANIAN AMBASSADOR TO U.S. 

REF: STATE 90602 

1. ACTING POL SECTION HEAD WAS CALLED TO MFA APRIL 14 
TO RECEIVE PGOI DIPLOMATIC NOTE REQUESTING AGREMENT FOR 
REZA SADR* PRESENT MINISTER OF COMMERCE* TO BE AMBASSADOR 
TO U.S. NOTE INCLUDED FOLLOWING BIODATA (INFORMAL 
TRANSLATION FROM FARSI): DR. REZA SADR* 47 YEARS OLD. 
FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL IN KASHAN* STUDIED PHILOSOPHY AND 
RELIGION AT TEHRAN UNIVERSITY WHERE HE RECEIVED HIS BA 
AND PHD. WAS IN U.S. 1963-72* STUDIED AT UNIVERSITY 

OF MIAMI, RECEIVED BA IN CHEMISTRY. RETURNED BRIEFLY 
TO IRAN IN 1972* THEN WENT BACK TO NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
WHERE HE RECEIVED A MA IN MANAGEMENT STUDIES. WHILE 
IN U.S.* WORKED FOR MANIFOLD SUPPLIES FROM 1964-68* 

AND LATER FOR KEYSANZA (PHOENTIC FROM THE FARSI) 

COMPANY. NAMED MINISTER OF COMMERCE BY BAZARGAN GOV- 
ERNMENT* FEB 1979. 

2. IN CONVERSATION* DEP HEAD OF 4TH POLITICAL DIVISION 
ALI PARSAKIA INDICATED PRIVATELY THAT PROFESSIONALS WERE 
JUBILANT OVER SADR APPOINTMENT. MFA SEES SADR AS LONG- 
TIME KHOMEINI SUPPORTER WHO HAS CLOUT NECESSARY TO 
"BRING WASHINGTON EMBASSY UNDER CONTROL." OFFHANDEDLY 
NOTING THAT IT WAS "IMPOSSIBLE" FOR FOREIGN MINISTRY TO 
CONTROL ROUHANI NOW* HE SAID* SADR HAD BEEN NAMED 
SPECIFICALLY TO STRAIGHTEN OUT IRANIAN REPRESENTATION 

IN WASHINGTON. PARS AKI A ALSO NOTED THAT APPOINTMENT OF 
MAN VERY FAMILIAR WITH U.S. SCENE WAS DELIBERATE EFFORT 
TO SHOW NEW RGOI'S INTEREST IN IMPROVED RELATIONS. 

PARSAKI A URGED PROMPT U.S. ACCEPTANCE AND EXPRESSED HIS 
OWN APPROVAL AT U.S. CHOICE OF "GOOD CAREER" AMBASSADOR 
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FOR IRAN. WITHOUT LINKING IT WITH SADR NOMINATION' 
ACTING POLCHIEF INQUIRED ABOUT STATUS OF U.S. REQUEST; 
PARSAKIA SAID APPROVAL SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING SOON. 
NAAS## 
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TAGS: PD IP , PGOV, IR 

SUBJ : REZA SADR WILL NOT BE IRANIAN AMBASSADOR TO U,S. 

REF: TEHRAN 3910 

IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH MINISTER OF COMMERCE REZA 
SADR ON APRIL 23 HE INFORMED ME THAT AT HIS REQUEST THE** 
PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN HAD AGREED NOT TO SEND HIM AS 
AMBASSADOR TO U.S. THEREFORE, POTENTIAL CONFLICT WITH 
HIS STATUS IN U.S. DID NOT ARISE. HE APPEARED SURPRISED 
THAT I DID NOT KNOW OF THIS CHANGE IN PLANS AND SAID 
THAT HE WOULD HAVE FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORM US OFFICIALLY. 
HE SAID THAT ON REFLECTION, AFTER REQUEST FOR AGREMENT 
HAD BEEN SUBMITTED, HE BELIEVED HE COULD DO MORE FOR HIS 
COUNTRY BY REMAINING AS MINISTER OF COMMERCE. NAAS## 
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Tp DAY aTH E "ZIONIST-DOMINATED AMERICAN PRESS" PREJUDICES 
F'mic OPINION AGAINST THE REVOLUTION AND EXPRESSED 
CONSIDERABLE IRRITATION WITH THE RECENT NEWSWEEK ARTICLE 
ON IRAN. . (THIS MAY HAVE PARTLY BEEN CAUSED BY THE PACT 
THAT AN INTERVIEW HE SAVE TIME DID' NOT SURVIVE EDITING.) 
THERE ENSUED ’A CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OE THE ALLEGED 
ZIONIST INFLUENCE IN- THE U .S . , WHICH — AS IS THE CASE WITH 
MANY 'IRANI iNS THESE DAYS— MADE NO PROGRESS IN CONVINCING 
THE MINISTER TO THE CONTRARY . 

PGOI WANTED AN IMPROVE]/ COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP; SAID HE 
HOSTILE TO AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN "WHO CAN (FLOURISH IF TH KY 
ARE WILLING TO WORE WIJHIN THE OBJECTIVES OF THE REVOLU- 
TION." PICKING UP MY SORES, HE SAID ALL THAT IS NECESSARY 
FOR AMERICAN BUSINESS TO HAVE A FREE REIN IN THE IRANIAN 
^ECONOMY IS "MUTUAL RESPECT." IRANIANS CAN FORGET THE 
f PAST, HE ADDED, "IE U.S. BUSINESSMEN WILL ACT AS- EQUAL 
PARTNERS NOW." 
a 

5?. HE THEN SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO THE SHERRY AND SRKIRANI 
iCASES AND I THANKED HIM, AGREEING THAT THE BUSINESS CLI-MATE 

Slid, seem to be improving, i noted that while 

fPCSSIBLY TOO EAAAY TO RESURRECT THE JOINT COMMISSION, 
f PERHAPS IN THE INTEREST OF MORE OPEN COMMUNICATION WE 

! COULD GET THE IRAN/AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE 
BUSINESS COUNCIL STARTED AGAIN. REZA SADR SAID HE AGREED 
THAT ANYTHING ON, THE JOINT COMMISSION WOULD BE PREMATURE 

frfi&VY 
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AT THIS STAGE BUT THOUGHT THE CHAMBER OF 
A GOOD ONE. AT MR. SENS' SUGGESTION, HE 
GUEST OF HONOR AT A KICE-OFF LUNCHEON IN 
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8. IN PARTING, VIE ASKED RE2A SADR WHETHER HE COULD CONFIRM 
THAT NATIONALIZATION WAS NOT A THING OF THE PAST AND HE 
(SAID HE HOPED SO; WE THEN SAID WHAT Of GENERAL MOTORS 
HATS THET BEEN NATIONALIZED OR NOT AND HE REPLIED 
EMPHATICALLY, THAT GM'S SHARE IN GENERAL MOTORS IRAN HAS 
NOT BEEN NATIONALIZED. WE TOLD THE MINISTER THAT WE PUT 

J GM'S RECENT TREATMENT HERE ON THE PLUS 5 IDE OF THE LEDGER, 
THANKING RIM FOR THE GOOD RECEPTION THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 
HAD HAD FROM HIM IN THEIR RECENT VISIT. WE HAD PUT GTE 'S 
-(EXPERIENCE ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE, ALTHOUGH RECENT ENVELOP- 
MENTS APPEARED MORE HOPEFUL. LAINGEN 
iSf 
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T.O. 1 2065: GDS 8/16/S5 (METRINKO, MICHAEL J.) OR-P 
TAGS: PEPR, PINT, SOPN, IR 

'OBJECT: MEETING VITH DEP PRIME MINISTER TABATABA I 

1 . (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. SUMMARY: 1 MET VITH PGOI SPOKESMAN LEF PRIM MIN 
!l AEATAEAI TO DISCUSS RECENT ANTI-U.S. STATEMENTS MADE 
jCVER NATIONAL IRANIAN RADIO AND TELEVISION (NIRT). 

?IN A FRANK AND FRIENDLY CONVERSATION TABATABAI DISCUSSED 
•THE PGOI 'S OVN PROBLEMS VITH NIRT, AS - WELL AS STILL 
GSTROjNG ANTI-U.S. FEELING IN IRAN. DESCRIBING THE PGOI'S 
SLIFFICULTIES VIS-A-VIS INTENSE POPULAR EMOTIONS, 
{TABATABAI ASKED TEAT OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN 

Ido more to help soive the present misunderstandings 

£ SET* FEN THE U.S. AND IRAN, AND ASKED FOR MORE FREQUENT 
SHEETINGS VITH THE EMBASSY IN ORDER TO PREVENT AND 
{OVERCOME SUCH PI FF ICULT I ES . END SUMMARY 

*3. I MET V I TE DEF PflM MIN SADEQU TABATABAI OK 13 AUGUST 
= 10 IISCUSS ISSUES OF RECENT ANTI-AMERICAN STATEMENTS 
ON NIRT AND MINISTRY OF NATIONAL GUIDANCE UNDER SECRETARY 
MOMKEN'S ALLEGATIONS THAT AMERICAN REPORTERS OFTEN 
TENDED TO BE SPIES FIRST AND REPORTERS SECOND. 

TABATABAI RESPONDED BY CLAIMING THAT THE NIRT IS ONE 
OF THE LARGER PROBLEMS BEING FACED BY THE PGOI. WHILE 
EVERYONE ASSUMES THAT THE NIRT IS GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED, 
EE SAID, IN REALITY THERE EAS BEEN MUCH DIFFICULTY 
BETWEEN THE PGOI AND NIRT MANAGEMENT. IN FACT, PM 
B/ZARGAN WAS SCHEDULED TO ATTEND A MEETING AT NIRT THAT 
VERY AFTERNOON IN AN ATTEMPT TO SMOOTH OUT PROBLEMS THE 
PGCI HAS BEEN PAVING VITH THE ORGANIZATION. 

4. TABATABAI VENT ON TO SAY THAT A VARIETY OF POLITICAL 
V I F VS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED VIA THE NIRT FACILITIES, 
INCLUDING SOME THAT COULD BE CONSIDERED ATTACKS ON THE 
PGOI ITSELF. ELABORATING FURTHER ON ANTI-U.S. STATEMENTS 
BEING MADE BY NIRT AND THE PRESS, HE EXPLAINED THAT THE 
ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT AMONG TEE PEOPLE OF IRAN WAS 
STILL VERY STRONG, AND REPORTERS WERE OFTEN INFLUENCED 
BY SUCH FEELINGS. AS AN EXAMPLE, TABATABAI DESCRIBED 
hIS TRIP TO GERMANY SOME MONTHS EARLIER, WHEN I RANI AN 
STUDENTS THERE HAD DEMANDED NOT ONLY THAT IRANIAN- 
AMEHICAN RELATIONS BE BROKEN, BUT THAT THE U.S. ALSO 
BE FORCED TO PAY REPARATIONS FOR ALL OF THE SHAH'S 
MISDEEDS IN IRAN. IF THESE STUDENTS, WHO CODLD BE 
CONSIDERED AMONG IRAN'S FUTURE INTELLECTUALS AND WHO 
ALL LIVE ABROAD FEEL TEIS WAY, HE SAID, HOW CAN ONE 
THE COMMON AND UNEDUCATED PEOPLE TO PFEL 
I FljEfl ENTLY 1 IK AN EFFORT TO EXPLAIN THE' PRESSURES 

WHICH 'THE PGOI WAS OPERATING , TABATABAI I ESCRIBE! 
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TEE REACTION TO HIS RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENT ABOUT THE 
CANCELLATION Of THE AWACS AND F-16 CONTRACTS BETWEEN 
THE IRANIAN AN’L AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS. "ABOUT TWO 
HUNDRED PEOPLE CALLED AND WROTE MY OFFICE AST I NS v'HY 

I BAD NOT USED THE TERMINOLOGY 'CRIMINAL' TO RErER 
TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT," HE SAID. 

5. ACCORDING TO TABATAB1I , POPULAR ANTIPATHY WAS NOT 
LIMITED TO THE USA, BUT INCLUDED THE VEST IN GENERAL, 

AND GERMANY IN PARTICULAR. THERE WAS, IN ADDITION, 

A DEEP HATRED FELT FOR THE SOVIET UNION. THIS ANTI- 
USSR FEELING SPRANG FROM TEE VERT RELIGION OF • TEE 
IRANIANS, AND 'IN TEE LONG F.UN WOULD DO MUC r TO PUT 
TEE USA IN A FAR BETTER LIGHT EERE. 

0- ALONG FREV IOUSLY REPORTED LINES, I EXPRESSED THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO ESTABLISH AND ENCOURAGE 
GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS, AND ASKED TABATAEAI FOR ANY 
SUGGESTIONS HE MIGHT HAVE TO IMPROVE THE PUBLIC PERCEP- 
TION OF TEIS REPORT. TABATABAI CLAIMED THAT OFFICIAL 
U.S. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN, INCLUDING THOSE AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE, DEPT OF STATE, AND MYSELF, SHOULD DO MORE TO 
W AKE PUELIC OUR PRIVATE EXPRESSIONS OF UNDERSTANDING 
ON IRAN. HE SAID TEAT THE ONLY REASON HE KNEW TEE 
U.S. WAS MAKING SUCH EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH GOOD BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WAS EECAUSE HE FAD BEEN TOLD SO IN CABINET 
KIFTINGS. PRIOR TO HIS APPOINTMENT AS DE-P PRIM MIN. 

II HAD SIMPLY NOT REALIZED IT, AND CERTAINLY THE ORDINARY 
HOPLX OF. IRAN SAW NO INDICATION OF SUCH EFFORTS SINCF 
AMERICAN PRESS COVERAGE APPEARED TO BE ANTI-REVOLUTION 

•IN TONE. I RESPONDED BY SAYING I HAD SEEN VERY LITTLE 
IN PERSIAN PRESS COVERAGE TO INDICATE IRAN'S DESIRE TO 
INCOURAGE A POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP, AND ASKED IF 
VEETREP. SUCH A MUTUALLY DESCRIBED GOAL SHOULD NOT ALSO 
IE GIVEN OFFICIAL PUBLICITY IN IRAN. TABATABAI SAID 
1F.AT “IN A MONTH OR SO,” WHEN POPULAR ANTI-U.S. FERVOR 
■AD SOMEWHAT DIED DOWN, THIS WOULD INDEED BE POSSIBLE. 

IF FRIENDLIER PUBLICITY COULD COMMENCE IN THE U.S., 
hOWEVER, IT WOULD MAKE THE PGOI'S TASK MUCH EASIER. 

7 . TABATABAI ALSO ASKED FOR MORE MEETINGS WITH ME 
SINCE HE HAD FOUND THE FRANK TALK TO BE VERY USEFUL. 

UK INDICATED, PERHAPS CARRIED AWAY BY HIS OWN 

IT 
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INTHUSIASM, THAT HE WOULD EVEN COME TO THE EMBASST IF 
IT, WERE MORE CONVENIENT. 


6. AS A LAST POINT, I THANJED TABATABAI FOR THE PSOI 'S 
AID IN REPLACING THE (MASHALLAE EASHANI) EM3ASSI 
SECURITT GUARD GROUP WITH A SECURITT UNIT MORE 
APPROPRIATE TO THE EMBASSY, AND STATED THAT THIS 
WOULD FACILITATE THE OPENING OF NORMAL CONSULAR 
ACTIVITIES WITHIN A SHORT TIME. TABATABAI 'S RESPONSE 
VAS THAT HIS OFFICE HAD BEEN UNDER TREMENDOUS PRESSURE 
ON THIS SCORE, AND AS A PARTING GIFT F.E FKESENTED ME WITH 
A YOUNG RELATIVE'S STUDENT VISA APPLICATION FOR 
PROCESSING OUTSIDE THE NORMAL CHANNELS. LAINGLN 
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.C. 12065! CDS 10/1/35 (SWIFT. ELIZABETB A . ) OR-P 

f S: SHDM, IE 
JECTl CHARGE'S TALK WITH INTERIOR MINISTER ON 
pCUTIONS 

RIF! (A) TEHRAN 10511, (3) TEHRAN 10554 

si. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

A 

?’2. SEPTKLS GIVE TOLL TEXT OF DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
* TABATABAIE'S STATEMENT OCTOBER 1 CRITICIZING CHARGE'S 
piCHAN#* ON EXECUTIONS WITH INTERIOR MINISTER S ARAGMI AN 
®|AND TEXT OF INTEMPORATX ATTACK 3T JOMHURI ISLAMI IN ITS 
JpiTORIAL. SEPTEL ALSO REPORTS SABAGHIAN STATEMENTS 
Ion TEHRAN BADIO THIS AFTERNOON -- STATEMENTS WHICH PUT 
| ENTIRE EXCHANGE ON EXECUTIONS INTO MORE ACCURATE 
||PERSPECTIVE 

! 5. WHILE TABATABAIE'S COMMENTS ON CHARGE'S STATEMENT 
J|0N EXECUTIONS OF TERES SENATORS ARE FAIRLT STANDARD FARE, 
pUNffUSI ISLAMI 'S EDITORIAL IS NOT. 

It. JUMHURI ISLAMI IS THE OFFICIAL FAPSR OF THE ISLAMIC 
(REPUBLICAN PAR TT WHICH IS CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH 
KHOMEINI. THE PARTI CHAIRMAN IS THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
br THE COUNCIL OF EXPERTS ATATOLL.RH 3EHESHTI . WHILE 
(JUMHURI ISLAftI IS FAMOUS FOR ITS INTEMPORATS F.DITORIAiS 
((IT ATTACKED YAZCI ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO), IT CAN ALSO 
BE SEEN AS A SEMI-OFFICIAL ORGAN OF -SOME OF KHOMEINI'S 
CLOSEST ALLIES . AND SUPPORTERS VITSIN THE CLERICAL 
pS TABLISHMENT. 

b. EMBASSY DOES NOT PLAN PC3LIC RESPONSE TO JUMHURI 
IlSLAMI EDITORIAL. PAO GHAVXS, HOWEVER, WIIL RAISE OUR 
CONCERN OVER TABATABAIE'S STATEMENT AND ESPECIALLY TONE 
OF EDITORIAL WHEN HE SEES CHIEF OF THE FOREIGN PRESS 
[DIVISION OF THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL GUIDANCE BAZANDIA 
(OCTOBER 2 IN APPOINTMENT SCHEDULED SOME DATS AGO. 

k. EMBASSY NOTES WITH WRY AMUSEMENT THAT TEHRAN TIMES 
ION SAM* PAGE AS CHARGE'S MEETING WITH SABAGHIAN CARRIES 
STORY THAT MINISTER BAZARGAN TOLD ITALIAN JOURNALIST 
FALLACI THAT "HE DECRIED SUMMARY EXECUTIONS BY IRAN 
[REVOLUTIONARY COURTS/ SATING RE HAD OFTEN EXPRESSED HIS 
I'ANGSR AND DISDAIN 'TO KHOMEINI." LAINGEN 
BT ►- 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 10/2/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OF-P 
TAGS: IR SOPN PINT 

SUBJECT: 'CHARGE'S MEETING WITH DEP PRIM MIN TAB ATABAI 
REF: TEHRAN 10560 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) . 

2. SUMMARY: CHARGE HAD A MEETING WITH DEP PRIM MIN 
TABATABAI ON OCT 2 TO EXPRESS HIS CONCERN THAT PUBLIC 
MEDIA AND PGOI SPOKESMEN CONTINUED TO FEED NOTION THAT 
THE USA WAS' HOSTILE TO THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. TABATABAI 
ASSURED CHARGE THAT THE JUMHURI-YE-ISLAMI EDITORIAL 
ATTACKING THE USA FOR CHARGE'S ALLEDGED "MEDDLING" OVER 
EXECUTIONS REFLECTED NEITHER OFFICIAL PGOI NOR KHOMEINI'S 
VIEWS. END SUMMARY. 


3. CHARGE MET WITH DEP PRIM MIN AND GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN 
TABATABAI ON OCTOBER 2 TO DISCUSS INTER ALIA, TEE 
JUMHURI-YE-tSLAMI EDITORIAL (REFTEL) WHICH HAD ACCUSED 
THE USA OF INTERFERING IN IRAN'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. IN 
ANSWER TO CHARGE'S QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE JUMHURI-YE- 
ISLAMI NEWSPAPER REFLECTED EITHER THE PGOI OR QOM 'S 
VIEWS VIS-A-VIS THE USA, TABATABAI EMPHASIZED THAT THIS 
WAS DEFINITELY NOT HPT NOT SO. HE SAID THAT THE PAPER 
WAS NOT EXPRESSING THE VIEWS OF EITHER THE PGOI, THE 
REVOLUTION'S LEADER IMAM KHOMEINI, OR ALL THE PEOPLE OF 
IRAN. THE. PAPER DID, HOWEVER, REFLECT SENTIMENTS HELD 
BY "SOME RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND SOME OF THE PEOPLE." 
TABATABAI SAID THAT JUMEURI-YE-I SLAMI WAS ONE OF THF 
PGOI 'S WORST CRITICS, AND HAD FREQUENTLY ACCUSED FONMIN 
YAZDI AND NIRT HEAD GHOBTZADEH OF BEING AMERICANS. THE 
PAPER HAD ALSO ACCUSED THE PGOI OF BEING TOO PRO-WEST. 
TABATABAI SAID THAT WHEN HE READ THE EDITORIAL, HE 
HIMSELF HAD BEEN UPSET AT THE ATTACK ON BOTH THE US 
GOVERNMENT AND ON CHARGE. 


4. TABATABAI CLAIMED THAT A RECENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PAPER VERSION OF REMARKS BY HIM SUGGESTING THAT THF USA 
IS IRAN'S NUMBER ONE ENEMY HAD NOT BEEN AT ALL ACCURATE. 
WHAT EE HAD ACTUALLY SAID WAS THAT "IT IS A MISTIME TO 
THINK OF THE USA AS OUR NUMBER ONE ENEMY. OUR MAIN 
ENEMY IS ISRAEL (AND ZIONISM) WHICH SEES ITS EXISTENCE 
THREATENED EY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
OF IRAN." WHEN CHARGE ASKED WRYLY WHETHER THIS MEANT 
THE PGOI NOW SAW THE USA AS ITS SECOND MAJOR ENEMY, 
TABAmABAI SAID THIS WAS BY NO MEANS TEE CASE. THF 
NUMBER TWO SPOT, HE CLAIMED, WAS HELD BY THE SOVIET 
UNIOfcil AS FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED. HE ADDED THAT THE 
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SOVIET AMBASSADOR HAD EVEN PAID A VISIT TO 
PROTEST RECENT ANTI-SOVIET STATEMENTS. 

5. COMMENTING FURTHER, TAB AT A2A I SAID THAT HE HIMSELF 
SAW RELIGIOUS AND IEFTIST FANATICISM AS THF CHIEF 
DANGER TO THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. HE CLAIMED THAT 
THE NEWSPAPER JUMHCRI-TE-ISLAMI mas AGOOD EXAMPLE OF 
THIS SORT OF FANATICISM. 

6. COMMENT: IN GENERAL, THE TONE OF THE" MEETI NG WAS 
WARM. AND FRIENDLY, WITH TABATAEAI DOING HIS PEST TO BE 
CONCILIATORY. CERTAINLY THERE IS NO ANTI-AMERICANISM 
EVIDENT IN EIS OWN OEFICE. TABATABAI'S STAFF-AIDE 
ESCORTED CHARGE TOWN TO THE LORRY AND TOOX THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO AS X FOR HELP WITH A NEPHEW'S STUDENT VISA. EYI: 

FRESS ATTENTION TO CHAR GE-S AE AGHI AN EXCHANGE WAS VERY 

R LIGHT OCTOBER 2. ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEHRAN 
sTIMES AND XAYHAN INTERNATIONAL CARRIED TABATAEAI 'S 
W STATEMENTS (REFTEL) TO PRFSS AND ALSO QUOTFD TEHRAN 
-RADIO OCT 1 AS CRITICIZING SABAGHIAN 'FOR EVEN OFFERING 

Ian explanation to charge's comments, earsi p®ess 

o OCTOBER 2 DID NOT MENTION THE SAEAGHI AN-CHARGE- 
i TABATAEAI EXCHANGE. LAINGEN 
I BT 
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TO RUSH C/S PCS TATE WASHES 2473 

INFO RUBTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 4493 

RUFNPS/«MFMFAS3T PARIS 5656 

RUQMFR/AMEMEASSY TEHRAN 1345 

BT 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 1S713 

F.O. 12065: SDS 17/18/55 (VAN HSUVEN , MARTEN) OR-P 
TAGS': PEPR, GW, IR 

SUBJECT: TABATAEAI TO MF^T ERG OFFICIALS 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. TEE FOREIGN OFFICF CONFIRMED TO CS ON OCTOBER IS 
A NEWSPAPER REPORT TPAT IRANIAN VICE PRIME 

MINISTER TAEATABAI WILI MEET THIS WEEK SITE CHANCELLERY 
STATE MINISTER WISCHNEWSK I AND OFFICIALS OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. OUR SOURCE IN IRE FOREIGN 
OFFICE SAID THAT TAB A TABAI IS IN FEE FP.G ON A PRIVATE 
VISIT (HIS FAMILY STILL RESIDES HERE), AND IS TAKING 
TFF OPPORTUNITY TO CONSULT WITH THE FRO. OUE SOURCE 
CLAIMED THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER PARTICULAR REASON FOR 
THE TALKS . 5F COULD NOT EXPLAIN WHY TABATAEAI 
WAS MEETING INTERIOR OFFICIALS. 

3. WE WILL SEEK A READOUT ON THE DISCUSSIONS NEXT 
WEEK. STOESSEL 

BT 
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F 251828Z OCT 79 
?» AMEMBASST BONN 
TO SUEBU/SECSTATE WAS3DC 2676 
INFO RUEHAD/US INT BAGHDAD 0036 
RUQMRA/AMEMBASST JIDDA 0909 
RBDTC/AMEMBASSV LONDON 4566 
PUEHMO/AMEMBASST MOSCOW 9209 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASST PARIS 5739 
WQMHK/AMEMBASST TEHRAN 1346 
BT 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 19172 

K.O. 12065s GDS 10/25/65 (VAN HFT1VEN , MARTEN) OR-P 

TAGS:' PSPH, IR, GW, EGE.V, ENS5 

SUBJECT S TABATABAI MEETS SCHMIDT, WISCHNFWS/I 

PET'S BONN 19713 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

<. THE FOREIGN OFFICE IRANIAN AFFAIRS OFFICER 

SCEOEPS TOLD OS OCTOBER 24 TEAT TEE MOST INTERESTING 
i ! A:‘T 'OF THE OCTOBER 19 DISCUSSION' BETWEEN IRANIAN 
VICE PREMIER TABATABAI AND CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT 
(NiTO JOINED THE SCHEDULED MEETING WITH HIS DEPUTE 

■ TATE MINISTER WISCHNEWSEI ) HAS AM EXCHANGE CONCERNING THE 
"SHIRE NUCLEAR CONTRACT WITH TWO. TABATABAI 

' 7 PRESSED IRAN'S CONTINUED INTEREST IN RESTARTING 
. ON THE PROJECT, AND SUGGESTED G07EHNMENT-XO- 
: "FFNMFNT NEGOTIATIONS DIRECTED TOWARD THE END. 

GERMAN POSITION WAS THAT THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT 

■ ; >: r LD TALK DIRECTLT TO iWU - IT WOULD BE IMPROPER 
-'' r TEE FFC, TO INSERT ITSELF INTO PRIVATE BUSINESS 
NEGOTIATIONS . SCEOEPS SAID THE FOREIGN OFFICE 

»A* NOT CERTAIN TO NEAT EXTENT TABATABAI WAS 

ri-cp.m’p .to discuss the mattsh in bonn. 


eco ;. 1 

CHARS 
m l 
RF 

C H RON 


OIL. IRAN'S OIL SUPPLIES WERE DISCUSSED 
I "FIT. . TABATABAI INDICATED THAT. DESPITE SOME 
SPECIFIED PRODUCTION PROBLEMS, TEE CURRENT 
GO'iCTldN LEVEL WOULD IF MAINTAINED. SCHOSPS 
'IP THIS ACCORDED WIT* THE FOREIGN OFFICE'S 
^SSSSMENT-OF IRANIAN PLANNING'. 


KURDS. SCEOEPS TERMED 


TAB AT ABA I 'S 
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COMMENTARY OK THE KURDISH REBELLION A 
DISAPPOINTING REPETITION OF TEHRAN'S 
PROPAGANDA LINS ON MINORITY PROBLEMS. THE 
GERMANS HAD HOPED TOR A FRA’NK EXCHANGE ON THIS 
PROBLEM. 

5. OTHER ISSUES. SCBOEPS CLAIMED TO BE 
UNINFORMED ABOUT OTEER MEETINGS TABATABAI HAD 
PLANNED, INCLUDING THOSE AT THF INTERIOR 
MINISTRY (RFETEL) AND srilTH POLITICIANS. 

SCHCEPS NOTED THAT TABATABAI WAS STILL IN GERMANY 
ON KIS ESSENTIALLY PRIVATE VISIT, AND MIGHT NOT 

have rrr held the meetings. 

SCFOEPS SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO DISCUSSION OF 
THIRD COUNTRIES. 

. C. SCBOEPS SUMMED UP TEE VISIT AS WITHOUT 
! RESULT, AS HAD BEEN EXPECTED. HP THOUGHT THAI 
1 TPE VISIT SAD BEEN A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO REINFORCE, 
% THROUGH TABATABAI, GERMANY'S RELATIONSHIP TO 
8 IRAN. THE IRANIAN SPOKESMAN WORKED AS A 
* PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY IN BOCHUM FOR SEVENTEEN 
“ YEARS, HAD MARRIED A GERMAN WOMAN , WHO WAS 
STILL RESIDING IN BOCHUM WITH THEIR CHILDREN 
(HENCE TABATABAI 'S VISIT), AND SPORE EXCELLENT 
GERMAN (BUT NO ENGLISH). SCaOEPS TOLD US THAT 
BONN VIEWS KIM AS "THEIR MAN IN TEHRAN," 

ALTHOUGH THF GERMANS ARE NOT QUITE SURE OF HIS 
INFLUENCE 'WITH I N TFE GOVERNMENT. SCEOEPS SAID 
THAT THEIR INFORMATION INDICATED THAT TABATABAI 
HAD A FAIRLY GOOD RELATIONSHIP TO KHOMEINI 
BECAUSE OF THEIR CONTACTS WHEN THE LATTER WAS 
IN PARIS. 

7. COMMENT: SCHOSPS FELT THAT, GIVEN THS 
CURRENT UNPOPULARITY OF THE US AND OK IN IRAN, 
TABATABAI 'S GERMAN TIES GIVES BONN AN 
ADVANTAGE* IN DEALING WITH TEHRAN THAT EVEN THS 
FRENCH DO i NOT HAVE. SCHMIDT'S DECISION TO TAKE 
TIME OUT FROM HIS BUSY SCHEDULE TO JOIN THS 
T A BA t A BATH* ISC KNEW SKI MEETING SHOWS A CONSCIOUS 
GERMAN' EFFORT TO CULTIVATE THIS PERCEIVED 
ADVANTAGE. END COMMENT. STOESSFL 
B7 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITEO STATES OF AMERICA 

Tehran , Iran 


OFFICIAL INFORMAL 



January 12, 1978 


Mr. Charles W. Naas, Director 
and Mr. Myles L. Greene 
NEA/IRN 

Department of State 
Washington, D.Ct 

Dear Charlie and Myles : 

Realizing that the holidays, combined with the President's 
visit, have impeded my progress, I hope you won't mind a 
■‘joint effort which tries to answer Charlie's letter of 
November 23 and Myles' epic of December 27. 

First things first--we trust you have seen that part 
of the President's press conference given on his way 
home which refers to human rights and Iran. I am 
enclosing the relevant question and answer, including 
an extra copy which we would appreciate your flogging to 
D/HA when they show signs of loosing the presidential 
perspective. We were very pleased by the Visit and, as 
you know from others, so were the Iranians. My contacts, 
especially some of the "alienated ones", were delighted 
to see the President mention human rights and relieved 
that he did not go on too heavily. 

Qajar Cuties : Myles, thanks for sending us the Firouz 
material. Suffice to say, we feel the Prince has no 
backing here, and your question about human rights under 
the Qajars gets right to the heart of the matter. More- 
over, such sketchy views as I have been able to turn up 
suggest that Firouz became an early apologist for Soviet 
views and has not demonstrably changed his spots in the 
past few years though he may be a -more sophisticated 
exponent of them than today's crop of students are of 
theirs . 

The Waldheim letter is interesting of course, because the 
signatories have figured in this type of correspondence 
addressed to others. I do not know if Waldheim has seen 
the letter, but it was eventually delivered to the U.N., 
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according to a local source with contacts among the 
oppositionists. The charges within the letter are the 
extreme points of view on all subjects, usually containing 
a kernel of fact and popcorn balls of inuendo. It would 
be rather useless and too time-consuming to go into all 
the inaccuracies in the piece, but let me cite a couple 
of the more obvious: 1) Comments on torture which hint 
at recent use are probably flatly false,- 2) the description 
of the Resurgence Party clearly misrepresents the amount 
of popular participation and is flatly wrong stating that 
the GOI has intimidated people into voting for approved 
candidates;" and 3) the letter overdoes the point about 
lack of freedom of expression--the letter itself being one 
form of such freedom. 

It would be useful for us if you could have INR/OIL/B run 
some spot checks thru the computer on the names at the 
bottoms of the various letters we've sent you--I know 
their computer can do it, if someone will take the initiative. 
In that connection, I'm enclosing a rough cut at a list of 
key dissidents which you might like to crank into the 
process. 

Regarding the enclosure to Charlie's letter from the Libera- 
tion Movement, I have checked with my OR colleagues who are 
as mystified as I am about some of the "incidents" portrayed 
in the "communique". The "execution" of Akhoondi was, of 
course, carried out after a military tribunal convicted 
him of killing Embassy employee Hosnan. The GOI's weakness 
on this one stems from the fact that his trial was announced 
and sentence carried out before the effective date of the 
reforms, but after they had been announced. The October 
"religious demonstrations" mentioned in the other communique 
do not correspond to the dates we have for some events, 

,and include others which we 'are not convinced took place at 
all. For example: Tehran University students have not, to 
our knowledge, called for the return of Khomeini (as charged 
in item 1); attacks against the students were not carried out 
before November 18 (item 2); and there appear to have been no 
religious disturbances in October except for the larger 
meeting on October 15, which the communique dates as the 
7th, and places in the wrong city. We have not run the names 
of alleged torture victims through our special contact, but 
we have no other knowledge of them. (Perhaps one of the 
international groups visiting Iran's prisons could ask about 
them? ) 

Which brings us to Sadigeh Cor Sadegh) Ghotbazadeh (or 
Gombazadeh), who wrote to the Department's Robert Montell. 

We received Lis packet, apparently from Ollie Jones in HA/HR 
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(through. you?) , Ohotbsadeh, of course is the noted T.V. 
personality who went on fcO minutes in March- 1977 -•harsi"--j 
Savak with trying to kill him and producing a rather 
elderly old man as a witness. Our wketchv’Veoords show 
he was : student it the U.S. in the jbariy ’60s and is a 
meriioer ox ’moderate" dissident mov?aprr In for-v'w H“ ha" 
been linked to Musa Sadr's group in Lebanon an/ hi, traveled 
loathe' Mideast many tines under assumed names He is in ~;-- e 
lookout bock, hot apparently turns up in America with ' 
co. sgns tn p.g (and probably illegal) revui^’r- tie 
should .he ehevked out thoroughly '' ' ' ' 


v-e have no other information on the specific charges in 
thr packet, either regarding individual names, cr°rh» text 
' g lt tphtars to be the Movement's description of Iranian 
'■ - ' ■ hi 1 ;- latter s , -x . ? >: to h g rossiy n ■ - - — d c ti t-ni : .. ■ -y 
O' ; t oi cate in some? spots, and takes no ep-v :o;- of what's 
b :y} happening during the past year in Tran. * Should"*'?-;- tain 
else turn hp , we ' 11 let you know. 
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district in my Vietnam days from the i nno •- an r I 
from which these students have beer, shooting at 
several minutes to t.n hour -or more. Perhaps the 
trisky, but you understand my point- -i n my t 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Washington. O.C. 20$20 


January 17, 1979 


TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT : 


NEA/IRN - Mr. Henry Precht 
PM/SSP - Robert B. Mantel 

Contact with Sadegh Ghotbzadeh in November 1977 


I want to bring to your attention the substance 
of a conversation with Sadegh Ghotbzadeh who, according 
to recent press reports, appears to be a key aide and 
spokesman for the Ayatollah Khomeini. Ghotbzadeh called 
me some time in November, 1977, to request that 1 have 
lunch with him, identifying himself as head of an 
Iranian resistance movement based in Paris. I asked 
Charlie Naas, then Country Director for Iran, whether 
he had any information on Ghotbzadeh. Naas did not 
know of Ghotbzadeh ot his' organization. I subsequently 
had lunch with Ghotbzadeh, approximately 2-3 weeks 
prior to the visit of the Shah in December, 1977 if 
my memory is correct. Main points made by Ghotbzadeh 
follow: 


— he was in the US to make contact with Americans 
both in and out of the Government whom he knew were 
familiar with Iranian affairs. (He apparently was 
familiar with my Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Staff Report on "US Military Sales to Iran.") 

— he and his organization were admirers of the 

US and the ideals for which it stood. He was particularly 
pleased with the emphasis being placed on human rights 
by the Carter Administration, and saw an opportunity to 
influence the policies of the Administration so that 
it would not repeat the mistakes of previous Administration 
namely — identifying US interests in Iran and the region 
as being coincident with and dependent upon the views, 
policies, and indeed the continuing rule of the Shah. 

— the Shah was universally hated within Iran, 

and that pressures were building throughout Iranian society 
against the Shah and his repressive form of government. 
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SADEGH GHOTBZADEH 

'66. RUE DU MOULIN Of LA POINTE 
• 7501# * ARlS t£l. SS9-54-73 
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nltewartment of State 

*eau of Political and 
^Jte^iXjiTy Affairs 

^'^''Taash ingtori , D . C » 

U.S .A. 
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Dear Mr. Mont ell. 


I hope you are well and fine. I'm sorry that I haven’t bt;en able to 
write you sooner, but 1 wish to thank you now for your valuable time that you gave 
me in Washington. 

Enclosed you’ll find documents concerning tortures, police methods, 
letters from the families of the imprisoned and certain communiques regarding Tran. ) 
Unfortunately some of them are still in the original French. These will be translated! 
into English and the translations sent to you later on; however, in view of the urgency 
resulting from the Shah’s upcoming visit to the U.S., I thought it best to send you 
everything as is. 

1 hope you realize that this trip is extremely important because it is;| 
the first contact with the present Carter Administration. I am sure that the Shah 
will try the same methods and the same arguments that he used during his- first trip 
to Washington after the late President Kennedy took office. He’ll try to convince 
President Carter that if he is given a free hand with his repressive methods, he will } 
soon finish off the opposition and rally the people around himself. 

Needless to say, this argument holds no water. He has used it before 
and he has failed over and over. But since he uses this kind of argument with new 
people each time, he succeeds in getting away with his crimes and goes off scot-free Y.i 
to commit fresh ones. '.i : ' 

I’m not trying to analyze the entire American foreign policy in Iran, 
nor the Shah's policy regarding our people, but rather what I wish to emphasize is 
the fact that our people see the Americans supporting the Shah as the primary cause 
of repression in Iran. The Shah is in real trouble in Iran, economically, politically 
and socially. I hope you are aware of all this and that when you judge the Shah, you , 
will judge him on the entire record of his rule, taking all these things into account. 

I sincerely hope the documents submitted here will find their way to 
the President’s attention, and I trust to you to do this in whatever way you deem most 
helpful. I hope to see you soon in Washington and piomise to send you more documents r 
on various subjects. In the meantime I rem^4<j\. 


;v 



P.S. A commission of the Red Cross has gone to Iran and made inquiries about the 
political prisoners and their conditions in the prisons. The reports will be secret 
but should be extremely useful. I hope you will be able to get hold of this report 
through the necessary channels. 
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ECHEI STATE 017110 
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001237 

ACTION: 

— — l »O tr " - 3- 

INFO: 


. . 0 . 12065: GDS 1/21/35 (PRECHT, HENRY) 

I AGS: PINT, IR 

OBJECT* SADEGH GHOTBZADEH 

!. AMERICAN PROFESSOR WHO HAS KNOWN GHOTBZADEH FOR YEARS 
iV.l.LS US THAT IN THE PAST TWO YEARS HIS POSITION IN 
KHOMEINI ENTOURAGE APPEARS TO HAVE CHANGED. FORMERLY, 
i,10T3ZADEH WAS CLEARLY THE DOMINANT PERSONALITY, TO WHOM 
YAZDI SHOWED DEFERENCE. DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS, HOWEVER 
•HE TWO MEN HAVE SEEMED ABOUT EQUAL IN RANK AND STATURE. 


AMB 

DCM 

EC-2 

PM 

OR 

ADM 

IGA 

CRU-2 

8/GMH 


* 


PROFESSOR DESCRIBED GHOTBZADEH’S POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 
AS LEFT OF CENTER, STRONGLY ANTI -COMMUNIST . SINCE HIS 
STUDENT DAYS IN THE US, GHOTBZADEH HAS HAD A CONSPIRATORAL/ 
m EVOLUTIONARY OUTLOOK. OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, T H0UGH, HE 
HAS APPEARED MORE DISCIPLINED AND LESS PRONE TO SHOOT FROM 
1 HE HIP WITH WILD IDEAS. 


.. GHOTBZADEH HAD GOOD RELATIONS WITH BQUMEDIENNE AND 
ARAFAT. HE ALLEGEDLY DESPISES THE IRAQIS AND ADMIRES 
ASSAD. HE W AS CLOSE TO MUSA SADR AND INVOLVED IN SHI A 
i r FAIRS IN LEBANON. HIS RELATIONS WITH QADAFFI HAVE BEEN 
Fi ON-AND-OFF AFFAIR. 


i. GHOTBZADEH APPEARS TO BE GENERALLY RESPECTED BY THE 
i HUMEI NI GROUP CBEHESHTI AND BARZARGAN) IN TEHRAN. 

FINALLY, DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED SEVERAL CALLS FROM 
:..'. aR AFSHAR REGARDING GHOTBZADEH *S PROSPECTIVE VISIT TO 
i.f: U.S. WE ARE DECLINING TO DEAL THROUGH INTERMEDIARIES. 

VAN CE SECRET 

li T 

Mil, 
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'■■NNNvy ESB003BRAS94 
00 RUQMHR 

BE RUEHIA #7877 0962338 
7, NT CCCCC 
0 0623367 APR 79 
V M USICA WASHDC 
TO AMSMBASST TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 

T'T 

COUMJSNIIiL OSICA 37877 

' SICA 

0 12065 CDS 4/6/85 

-'OR SEBLLENBSRGER/SNOW PROM BRESCIA 
CLASSIFIED Bis PETER P. BRESCIA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR - NBA 
1. ON FRIDAY APHID 6, HERB ERB AND I HAD A CONVERSATION WITH 
■ f. TROWBRIDGE VOM BAUR, A WASHINGTON ATTORNEY WHO HAS HAD 
’ LONG STANDING ACQUAINTANCESHIP OP SABEGE GBOTBZADBE OF NIRT. 

VOM BAUR REPRESENTED GHOTBZADEH IN 1961 WHEN EE WAS 
MIRE ST ED FOR CONDUCTING AN ANTI-SHAH DEMONSTRATION AND SIT-IN 
AT THE IRANIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. THE INCIDENT OCCURRED 
WHILE GHOTBZADEH WAS A STUDENT AT GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY'S 
SCHOOL OP FOREIGN SERVICE. TEE ARREST ULTIMATELY RESULTED 
IN HIS BEING DEPORTED PROM THE U.S. AND HIS BEING TRIED IN 
ABSENTIA IN IRAN AND' SENTENCED TO DEATH. GHOTBZADEH AND 
VOM BAUR HAVE BEEN IN CORRESPONDENCE AND HAVE BEEN SEEING 
r ACH OTHER INTERMITTENTLY OVER THESE LONG YEARS. 

VOM BAUR WAS VERY FORTHCOMING IN GIVING US HIS VERY HIGH 
OPINION OP GHOTBZADEH. HE FEELS THAT HE IS A (MAN OF GREAT 
INTELLIGENCE, INTEGRITY, AND CONSCIENTIOUSNESS., HE CHARAC- 
""•HIZED HIM AS MODERATE IN HIS OUTLOOK, WILLING TO MAKE 
O'REFUUY REASONED JUDGMENTS BASED ON FACTS AND LOGIC. VOM 
"UP CONSIDERED HIM TO BE A FRIEND OF AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN 
r :, OPLE IN SPITE OF HIS LONG-STANDING ANTI -SEAR POSITION. 

THE MATTER OF DR. AMINI'S SITUATION WAS OUTLINED WITH 
•m BAUR IN ORDER TO GET HIS ADVICE ON A POSSIBLE COURSE OF 
* CTtON THROUGH GHOTBZADEH. EE ADVISED TEAT A CARSFULLT- 
VYFTED, WRITTEN EXPLANATION 0? THE SITUATION MAY BE HELPFUL 
' GETTING GHOTBZADEH'S ASSISTANCE IN INTERCEDING ON DR. 
t . MINI ' S BEHALF. HIS IMPRESSION WAS THAT GHOTBZADEH WOULD BE 
l ,v 'vSUADED BY TEE FACTS IN THE CASE RATEER THAN BY EMOTION- 
Alr<SM. 

.EXPLAINED TO VOM BAUR THAT WE WOULD BE RELAYING TEE CON- 
TOTS OF OUR DISCUSSION WIEE HIM TO THE POST, AND VOM BAUR 
V"EED THAT THIS WOULD BE ALL RIGHT WITH HIM. 

P “INHABIT 
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E» low t* on edited tr*E«lAtiia of • report on Anatolian Mehaaharl. ehiaf of 
the Inspection* departnant, Ministry of Joartioa, pra pared la tte national 
Intelligence and Cecurl 'ey Orgmi nation (SAVAK) la iVtoter 1961. 

AMdoUa* Mtorater 1 la fifty year* old and newied. to tea fir* 
ehU-lrwa ana r »» Ida* In Hit von house, first an tte rl^it, Stete Btopuc 
All Hen, fehlvrt Avenue. R* coaplated hi« * Isaac tary not! secondary 
education In Tehran «ad graduated Tram tte lav oollatga In 1935 . this 
al*o balag tte year te was aapteywd by tte Juatioe Klalatjy. a* began 
hi* civil aarvlca with tte Juatlca tepartaant at Tacd, and was subsequently 
tianaterrad first to Isfahan and than to Shins. Aftermrd te was 
trnasfvrrad to Item tor mason* an rtieaad bare inter, and te* tean in 
Tehran vinca. 

■.i. .nwstect as* to Isfahan daring world ter IX and at a Una team tte 
Tudsh /""Coaaamlat J Party as* at tte peak of Its paw** throughout tte 
country, particularly In working canter*. itoteaterl pro voted tte 
uortera of tte laftlte tells, augaeattog that they throw tte enplcyers 
out of tte tell*, few* eoemKlee# a lasted to cun tte tells, pay tea** 
cod other exponas* out of tte aroneeda of sates, asd band oar tte 
reminder, If any, to tte «vploij«ra^ 41a provocation* resulted la 
attentive atrite* at lafhteet; eote. r i . a m t auth.Tr It la*, finding ifebaabarl 
tte vpact prov oca teur and responsible for tte wor k er* 1 strltea, trana- 
Saraed hla to SSsirax. Ham, too, te tea setts* and endeavored to 
pa wrote tribal chteftalna. Si* activity attracted tha attention of 
tte dritlah Couaol at Iihlrar, >4so reported Motwahnrl's a»crat effort* to 
tte arStiaO Enbaacy In Tehran and tte latter ashed tha Foreign Office 
to haive .v.-«&hrri raealted to lateen sod no position or ataaioe. te given 
hla anywhere In tte south. Consequently, Hooaaharl was transferred to 
Tehran and aeaurad hla new totda* ter* sa da paly public proaaeutor tor 
tte Pavuil Court, and In tela rapacity te helped tte late All Fitter 
who was Inter dentin* Minister, lnmstlgnte doaaiara on 
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SUBJECT: ( c> D L A W 7 A' C> A *> 0 B«JD 0 E ’ M t t 5 t e p r." a j c ^ ^ r 3 y - r y - 

1 . (C - ENTIRE t EXT»> 

T. . ’*'•■'£ EM e ASSY Mft$ EXTRACT EO THE ROLL OWING COMMENT? ?v 

F7.N T.S T S.R OF ST A T £ PQR ' r Wi-: F LAV A'-JO -BUDGET ORGAN J 7 A*** JON 
ALT. AKIA .7 !*}:.** AT -p, <■).'• A T T A ••.' S C c T. - 1 T 0 ? AM INTERVIEW 
• •jar:?-: ;:i or 22 C A M T E f> A FORE ..'GW JOURNALIST (FINANCIAL 
:' r IYE$ - JC'0 T 7C”). W*T. UNDERSTAND THAT LI t IU* O c THE 
' :'. N ~ ? r ! V T E W V A ? P'J s L I S K £ D . MQ7 N c A P '$ COVMG .V TS f» 0 N 0 T R £ V £ A L 
, A HIGH LEVEL O c EXPERTISE OR ARTICULATION/ S'jr PERHAPS? 

•THAT WAP INTENTIONAL/ OS AT LEAST UNDERSTANDABLE, GIVEN 

j THE PRESENT CHARACTER OF THE GOI. EMBASSY COMMENTS FOLLOW 

| some of mis statements. 

: 3 . THE BUDGET : THERE WILL BE A '“TEMPORARY'* BUDGET FOP 
-HE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF THE NEW YEAR (T.E., MARCH 21 
: T 0 JUNE 2.1), DURING WHICH WE WILL HAVE TO STUDY ALL THE 

" ” 'EflACTivC-T'ATc" T Er«J~%XT. "J CONTITN ’ ? /TrO CLA?? • C, CA T 'P»J V^P'Jc *”*.’ 1 
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l_k.-Q.L'!. t_i. .vJiljJXjLAL - P ag* _ 2. -_of -jJ.?.-.- s.'-U- 

C I/s s s'fj’ics! /on 

f PROBLEMS AND MAKE FINAL DECISIONS ON EXPENDITURES . ] 

THUS/ Wb HOPE TO HAVE AN ANNUAL BUDGET WITHIN THE 

THREE MONTH PERIOD. FOR THE FIRST TIME/ THE BUDGET 

WILL 85 PLANNED FROM THE EXPENDITURE SIDE AND NOT ON 

REVENUE POTENTIAL/ WHICH IS CHIEFLY A FUNCTION OF THE 

DISCRETIONARY LEVEL OF OIL EXPERTS - THE AIM IS NOT TO 

SPEND MONEY FOR AMBITIOUS PROJECTS THE BUDGET WILL 

NOT BE AS HIGH AS LAST YEAk'S (NOTE: WHICH WAS AUTHORIZED 

Ei N . 

AT RIALS 2935 BILLION OR DOLS . 41.6/AT 70.5 CONVERSION) 

IT WILL PROBABLY BE 75-80 PERCENT CF THE 1357 LEVEL. 
REDUCTIONS WILL BE OBTAINED FROM THE MILITARY SIDE 
ALTHOUGH IT .TS TRUE THAT WF HAVE OTHEJ: EXPENSES FOR 
THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE SUCH AS RURAL KSXtfH ROADS/ 
LOW-INCOME HOUSING/ NEEDS OF THE VILLAGES AND AGRICULTURE. 
COMMENT: THERE IS LITTLE SURPRISING IN HIS MOST GENERAL 

V I EWS * BUT IT IS GOOD THAT HE REALIZES THE POTENTIAL FOR 
WELFARE EXPENDITURES/ WHICH TO A LARGE DEGREE WILL OFFSET 
SAVINGS FROM MAJOR PROJECTS AND MILITARY CUTS. HIS 
ESTIMATE ON THE 1358 BUDGET (I..E./ 75 TO 80 PERCENT OF 
1357'S)/ WOULD PUT IT AT ABOUT THE SAME LEVEL AS 1356/ 

I.E./ RLS . 2200 TO 2350 BILLION. 

4. MAJOR PROJECTS: PROJECTS SUCH AS KISH ISLAND ARE 
NOT RIGHT FOR OUR PEOPLE. I AM NOT AGAINST TOURISM/ BUT 
BEFORE GOING AHEAD WITH LARGE HOTELS OTHER NEEDS SHOULD 
I BE CONSIDERED. WE HAVE INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS WHICH ARE j 
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( UNDER STUDY, PROJECTS WHICH WE HAVE TO DECIDE WHETHER j 
TO CONTINUE OR PUT ON HOLD. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT 
SUCK PROJECTS WILL BE DELAYED OR CHANGED CONSIDERABLY. 
THE SECOND GAS PIPELINE (I.E., IGAT IT) IS AMONG OUR 
SAIN PROJECTS WHICH ARE UNDER STUDY. COMMENT: OUR 
SOURCE SAID HE TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO PIN KOI N FAR DOWN 
ON VARIOUS MAJOR PROJECTS, ESPECIALLY IGAT II; HIS 
IMPRESSION WAS THAT HOINFAR AND STAFF DO NOT HAVE • 
ANSWERS YET AND THAT THE STAFF IS MOT UP TO MEETING 
SUCH TASKS. 


5. REVENUES; THE. JOURNALIST SUGGESTED OIL REVENUE OF 
DOLS 16 BILLION FOR YEAR 1353; MCIN.FAR SAID HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHAT TO SAY TO THAT. HE SAID THAT THE NKXI MAXIMUM 
OIL PRODUCTION WAS 6 MILLION (S/D), BUT HE SJPPOSED IT 
WOULD BE LESS THAN THAT AND, IN ANY CASE, WOULD BE 
RELATED TO THE EXPENDITURE NEEDS. CUSTOMS REVENUE KAY 
NOT BE AS MUCH AS BEFORE SINCE THE IMPORTATION OF LUXURY 
AND NON-ESSENTIAL GOODS WILL 8E REDUCED. THERE WILL BE 
NO ENTRIES IN THE BUDGET FOR REVENUE FROM FOREIGN LOANS 
NOR LOANS TO OTHER COUNTRIES. WE HAVE NO NEED FOR 
FOREIGN LOANS. OUR NATION HAS DEVELOPED TO THE EXTENT 
THAT IF THE PEOPLE FEEL THE GOVERNMENT IS IN NEED OF 
MONEY THEY WOULD GIVE It THE. I R JEWELS, RING Z , NECKLACES 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE ARE THE SAME. COMMENT: 

| APART FROM THE FOOLISHNESS, WE BELIEVE THAT MOINFAR HAS j 
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j~NOT FACED UP TO THE OBLIGATIONS MADE TO SOME FOREIGN — I 
'COUNTRIES, WHICH, THOUGH NOT LARGE IU FIRM COMMITMENTS, ■ 
UOUL& be POLITICALLY AND IN SOME CASES ECONOMICALLY 
' (E.6.. THE IRON ORE PROJECT IN INDIA) UNWISE TO DISHONOR. 
A. CONSEQUENCES OF CANCELLING PROJECTS: THE INTERVIEWER 
LED MOINFAR INTO THE CONSEQUENCES- 0? CANCELLED PROJECTS. 

• MOINFAR S A 1 1> THAT CANCELLING A PROJECT DOES NOT MIAN 
UNEMPLOYMENT; THE TYPES OF PROJECTS WILL BE CHANGED ‘SO 
THE SAME UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE WII.l FIND WORK ELSEWHERE. 

ALSO CONSIDER THAT ME HAVE HnD A GREAT NUMBER OF, FOREIGN 
WORKERS IN THIS COUNTRY. I DO A5f.EE, HE SAID, THAT IN 
THE FIRST FEW MONTHS THERE WILL BE UNEMPLOYMENT, BUT 
GRADUALLY THERE WILL BE OPPORTUNITIES FOR Th£, UNEMPLOYED . 

1 BCLIEVC IN NEW TECHNOLOGY- BUT. If TECHNOLOGY- CAUSES 

Unemployment n should not be ekployeo. he -save as an 

EXAMPLE ROAD CONSTRUCTION, SAYING THAT IF THERE ARE 
NUMBERS OF UNSKILLED WORKERS IDLE, THE MACHINERY > ALTHOUGH 
ALREADY PROCURED, SHOULD BE LEFT ASIDE AND THE WORKERS 
EMPLOYED. 

7. ARREARAGES ON PUBLIC PROJECTS: HE SAID THAT Tu£ 

PROBLEM ON ARREARAGES RELATES NOT ONLY TO FOREIGN 
CONTRACTORS 

Ka«S7XSK»RZ BUT LOCAL. WS STARTED PAYMENTS BEFORE NO 
RUZ AND HAVE AS A CONSEQUENCE ALREADY INJECTED KuC-l 
MONEY INTO THE MARKET. WE ARE MAKING ’REGULAR PAY HE NTS 
, I DON'T HAVE AN Y FIGURES TO GIVE YCo. ufe will GRADUALLY 
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l PAY THE GOVERNMENT DEBTS AND THERE SEEMS TO BE NO 
(FINANCIAL) PROBLEM SINCE THE OIL EXPORTS ARE GOING 
AND WE HAVE ENOUGH POSSIBILITIES FOR (REVENUES FOR) 

OUR PAYMENTS. 

8. CORRUPTION: MOINFAR, HARDLY PROMPTED BY THE INTER- 
VIEWER, WENT ON AT LENGTH ABOUT CORRUPTION, THE "PAHLAVI 
PERCENTAGE" AND SAID THAT IN CONNECTION WITH THE STUDY 
OF PROJECTS THAT IT SHOULD BE CLEAR:. Y UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THOSE BASED ON DISHONESTY WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND 


BY A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. 

9. COMMENT: BASED ON TIUS JOURNALIST 1 S IMPRESSIONS AND 
THE EMBASSY'S OTHER CONTACTS, SOME INCLUDING OFFICERS IN 
THE PBO, IT APPEARS THAT MOINFAR AND COMPANY HAVE A LONG 
ROW TO HOE TO GET FROM REVOLUTIONARY RHETORIC TO THE 
REALITIES OF PLANNING AND FINANCING AND ECONOMY AND 
GOVERNMENT . MOINFAR DISMISSED ALL HIS UNDER SECRETARIES 
AND, FROM REPORTS, IGNORES HIS DIRECTORS GENERAL, 
PREFERRING TO SURROUND HIMSELf WITH ADVISORS FROM THE 
LOWER RANKS OR THOSE NEW TO PBO. FORMER PBO MINISTER 
MEHRAN DESCRIBED MOINFAR TO EMBOFF AS "LEFT OF THE 
NATIONAL FRONT" ANO HAVING SOME COMPETENCE, BUT NOT 
IN THE SAME ACADEMIC LEAGUE AS ARDALAN AND MOWLAVI. 

WE HAVE LITTLE OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT HIM, OTHER THAN 
THAT HE WAS A DIRECTOR GENERAL IN PBO. SULLIVAN## 
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E.O. 120651 SBS 13/23/95 (TOMSETH , 

SUBJSCK 1V 0H'’1:INI3TER REPORTEDLY BEATEN A MB HOSPITALIZED 

1 Iff) t-MO LIS II LANGUAGE TEHRAN TIMES CF OCTOBER 23 

JJ P-Ofiv THAT oil MINISTER ALI A {BAR MOINFARk . 

BOSPinLUEE IN TEBRAN AFTER SUFFERING A HEART ATTA-Os 
J^0?« Ht AOCOSBt'Ss TO THE STORY ,MONIFARR 'S CONDITION 
I WAS CRITICAL' WHEN- HE ARRIVED AT TBE^OSPI T AL. TE IS «P* . 
W REC0VS,RIN3 : AMD IS EXPECTED TO BE OUT IN THRlv. P*Xp 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Withlneton, D C. 20520 


SECRET-SENSITIVE December 13, 1978 


MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES 

FROM: NEA/IRN - Henry Precht 

SUBJECT: Conversation with Dr. Ibrahim Yazdi, Adviser 

to Khomeini, December 12, 1978, at Dominique's 
Restaurant 


I had dinner with Robert Hirschman of WETA and 
Dr. Yazdi and for a short time Marvin Zonis at 
Hirschman' s invitation. Yazdi, an American citizen, 
was on his way to spend a day in Houston where he is 
in cancer research. He has known Khomeini since the 
early 1960 's. Yazdi is a reserved, exceedingly calm, 

•but very persistent idealist. I believe he is intelli- 
gent and honest with himself. The following paragraphs 
summarize the main points in our conversation: 

— The President's December 12 statement : Yazdi 
regretted the President's statement because it again 
showed total American support for the Shah and deni- 
grated the opposition, specifically Khomeini. He did 
not know whether Khomeini would react strongly to the 
President's implied and "not true" criticism. 

— Khomeini on violence : Yazdi said that following 
the September 8 "massacre," Iranians had asked Khomeini 
for permission to take up arms against the Shah. Khomeini 
had refused, but authorized them to acquire arms in the 
event an armed struggle might be necessary at a later 
stage. He indicated that if the army attempted to crack 
down harshly, Khomeini would be obliged to issue a call 
to arms. I asked him about the "torrents of blood" 
statement attributed to Khomeini. Yazdi said that he 
had complained to UPI that Khomeini had made no such 
call for violence. I “asked if Khomeini did not feel 
responsibility for the violence and destruction against 
banks, movie theaters, hotels, etc.? Yazdi said Khomeini 
had not called for such actions and that some were the 
work of SAVAK. He acknowledged that it was not possible 
to control strictly their followers in Iran and that 
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Khomeini must bear some of the responsibility for the 
destruction. I asked about responsibility for the 
assassination of American military personnel. Yazdi 
again denied this was Khomeini's doing, but asked in 
turn whether the Americans who trained and equipped 
the Iranian army were not responsible for the deaths 
of innocent Iranians? 

Yazdi' s position on violence is that the Iranian 
Government has been responsible for the killing of 
innocent persons in Iran. The Khomeini revolt is an 
unarmed one that suffers from the violence of the 
Government. 

— The December 10-11 demonstrations :' I asked 
Yazdi whether Khomeini's group considered the peaceful 
demonstrations a defeat. Some people believed that 
Khomeini wanted violence on Ashura and that he had been 
committed to bring down the Shah on that day. Yazdi 
denied that Khomeini had made such assertions. He 
said that their people in Iran had planned the demon- 
strations to show to the outside world that they were 
capable of absolute discipline and a peaceful expression 
of their views. He felt that they had succeeded enor- 
mously. 

Yazdi said the opposition had had two choices: It 
could have marched toward the Palace or it could have 
marched as it chose in a neutral direction. The 
Government had no such choice. If it had attempted 
to prohibit the demonstrations, there would have been 
a slaughter and the army would have been unable to 
hold together. 

I asked about the Khomeini organization in Iran. 
Yazdi did not want to talk about this but made a passing 
reference to our "central committee and delegations and 
means of communication." 

— The Islamic Republic : I asked if Khomeini's 
people came to power what would happen to such respon- 
sible figures as Dr. Yeganeh whose only defect perhaps 
was that he had served the Shah's Government? Yazdi 
said that if such men were otherwise clean and were 
willing to work for the new Government, there would 
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be no problem. A person like Ganji, who was well-known 
to Yazdi, had been listed as one who took millions out 
of Iran. Yazdi implied that that would finish Ganji. 

I asked how an Islamic board of review would work? 

He said Iranian economists would be obliged to come up 
with some new system (e.g., service fees) to replace 
interest rates. He felt confident this could happen. 

In its dealings abroad Iran would pay and receive interest. 
What about co-education? No problem said Yazdi, there 
could be co-education. He emphasized that it would take 
some time and the re-education of the people to build a 
new political system founded on Islamic principles. It 
would not be like the tribal society in Saudi Arabia, 
and in fact would be unique in the world. 

When the Shah goes, Khomeini would designate a 
cabinet which would serve as a transitional government 
until elections could produce a lasting government. 
Elections would be absolutely free. They were an 
essential element in the Khomeini program. The Islamic 
Republic would also enjoy full freedom of speech and 
the press, including the right to attack Islam. The 
Shias had no fears because they knew they were strong. 

As to foreign relations, the Islamic Republic 
would seek good ties with all countries. It would 
not sell oil to South Africa or Is’rael, however. I 
asked whether Iran might send troops to aid the Arabs 
in another Arab-Israeli war? No, said Yazdi. How 
about joining an Arab oil embargo? I don't know, he 
said. 


Yazdi dismissed the communists as being unimportant 
politically in Iran. Similarly, he dismissed the threat 
of Soviet intervention. He appreciated that Iraq was 
nervous because Iraq’s social/political situation made 
it ripe for the same kinds of events occurring in Iran. 

We asked whether Khomeini's people had had any 
contacts with any foreign governments, e.g., Saudi 
Arabia or Egypt? He said they had not. He dismissed 
the Libyan Government as so inept 'that it could be of 
little help to Khomeini. 


SECRET-SENSITIVE 


- 117 - 


SECRET- SENSITIVE 
-4- 


— The military : After the Shah, Khomeini forces 
would purge the senior Generals, if any remained in 
the country. He said a number of officers had come 
secretly to see Khomeini and he was confident of sup- 
port within the army. The task of the Islamic Republic 
would be to educate the army to a national mission rather 
than one of protecting the Shah. 

Yazdi said the Islamic Republic would probably 
cancel many arms sales contracts as they did not serve 
Iran's interests. It would pay its debts for any con- 
tracts that were cancelled. He said the new Government 
would be happy to buy tractors instead from the U.S. 

— The future of the Shah : I described a number 
of arrangements ranging to the "King of Sweden model" 
which might be adopted to preserve a position for the 
Shah. Yazdi was uncompromising. The Shah must go and 
his system must be abolished. We were dealing with a 
mass revolution. If Khomeini argued that the Shah 
could stay with reduced powers, he would be rejected 
by his followers. 

Would it be possible for a Sanjabi to negotiate 
a new government? Would Khomeini accept that? "No." 

Wasn't it necessary to keep the Shah in order to 
preserve military discipline and prevent civil war? 

Yazdi was confident that once the Shah was gone, Iran's 
problems would be solved and the military would have 
no choice but to sign up with the Islamic Republic. 

— The U.S. Role : The U.S. was crucial, Yazdi 
said. If the U.S. withdrew its support of the Shah, 
he would fall immediately. If the support continued, 
the U.S. would suffer the same fate as the Shah in 
Iran. Would the Ayatollah call for violence against 
Americans if he called for a holy war on Shah's regime? 
That was a real possibility, Yazdi said, particularly, 
if the U.S. continued to make statements such as the 
President's statement of December 12. He could not, 
of course, control all of the Iranians who were in a 
rage in any event. 


SECRET-SENSITIVE 


-11a- 


SECRET-SENSITIVE 

-5- 


What about Khomeini's threat to cancel oil contracts 
with the U.S.? That would depend, Vazdi said, on how 
the 0. S. performed between now and the day that the 
Shah fell. 

On parting, we agreed that neither of us would 
acknowledge that there had been any official contact 
between Khomeini and the U.S. Government. 

Comment 


All of this sounds naive. It is, but it is also 
deeply felt. I had the impression that' the Khomeini 
organization is very amateurish in its handling of PR 
and contacts with foreigners. But, clearly, they know 
how to operate in Iran in a way that the Shah's people 
have forgotten. 
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E.O. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: IR, FR, PINT 

SUBJECT: <U) KHOMEINI CAMP’S REACTION TO VISIT OF 
BAKHTIAR TO PARIS 

1. <U> ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. FOLLOWING IS FROM THE [,? TICKER: 

A. DR, YAZDI SAID SATURDAY NIGHT THAT AYOTULLAH 
KHOMEINI WOULD AGREE TO MEET PREMIER BAKHTIAR WHEN 
HE ARRIVES IN PARIS. YAZDI SAID THAT KHOMEINI HAD 
KNOWN IN ADVANCE OF BAXHTIAR' S PLAN. 

B. SOURCES IN KHOMEINI’S ENTOURAGE SAID THAT BAKHTIAR 
MIGHT MEET AS EARLY AS SUNDAY IN KHOMEINI’S HOUSE IN 
SUBURBAN PARIS. YAZDI SOUNDED JUBILANT AND SAID HE 
WAS HAPPY BECAUSE BAKHTIAR’ S MOVE SHOWED HE MIGHT BE 
CHANGING HIS POLICY. 

C. YAZDI SAID BAKHTIAR HAD SAID THAT HE WANTS TO HEAR 
KHOMEINI’S OPINION AND, IF SO, KHOMEINI IS WILLING TO 

l:t him hear it. 
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D. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH FRENCH RADIO SATURDAY NIGHT, 
BAKHTIAR SAID THAT HIS VISIT TO PARIS WOULD LAST A 
MAXIMUM OF THREE DAYS. BAKHTIAR SAID THAT HIS OFFER 
TO MEET WITH KHOMEINI WAS A GOOD WILL ATTEMPT WHICH 
HE WAS MAKING WITH GREAT PLEASURE. BAKHTIAR DID NOT 
KNOW IF KHOMEINI WOULD RETURN TO TEHRAN WITH HIM. 
BAKHTIA RESPONDED TO A QUERY OF WHETHER THE AIRPORT 
WOULD BE OPENED FOR HIS FLIGHT TO PARIS BY CONSIDERING 
THIS A SECONDARY QUESTION AND "WHAT IS NECESSARY WOULD 
BE DONE." 

E. IRANIAN SOURCES SAID THAT GENERAL FERIDUM JAM, 

WHO WAS MINISTER OF DEFENSE IN THE BAKHTIAR GOVERNMENT 
BUT RESIGNED TWO DAYS LATER, MET WITH KHOMEINI ON 
FRIDAY NIGHT. 

F. AP COMMENTED THAT BAKHTIAR* S DECISION TO COME TO 
PARIS APPEARS TO HAVE DIVIDED KHOMEINI'S CLOSEST AIDES 
AND DELAYED UNTIL SUNDAY FINAL CONFIRMATION THAT THE 
MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE. YAZD I SAID WITHOUT 
QUALIFICATION THAT KHOMEINI WOULD MEET WITH BAKHTIAR . 
AND HAD KNOWN IN ADVANCE THAT BAKHTIAR WAS COMING. 

BUT SADEGH GHOTBZADEH LATER TOLD REPORTERS KHOMEINI 
WOULD RECEIVE BAKHTIAR IF BAKHTIAR IS COMING TO DFFER 
HIS RESIGNATION AS PREMIER. GHOTBZADEH SAID THAT 

ANY OTHER MOTIVATION WOULD BE STUDIED WITH CARE BEFORE 
KHOMEINI TOOK A DECISION ON THE MEETING. QUERIED ON 
THE CONTRADICTION, YAZD I SAID THE IWO AIDES VtKE 
EXPRESSING THEIR OWN UNDERSTANDING OF DEVELOPMENTS 
AND ADDED THAT IT WAS NATURAL THAT TWO PEOPLE MIGHT 
RE&CH DIFFERENT CONCLUSIONS. YAZD I SAID KHOMEINI 
WOULD MA^E KNOWN HIS DECISION SOMETIME SUNDAY. 
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SUBJECT 

: Biographic Information on Deputy Prime Minister 


Ebrahim Yazdi. 


! . C - entire text. 

The following biographic information on Ebrahim Yazdi 
comes from a conversation with Yazdi more than a month ago 
but was not reported earlier because the Embassy was 
invaded on the day it was to be drafted. Some of the 
letails have faded from memory, but the general outline 
contains some information that we believe is not on file 
m Washington. 

According to a form Yazdi filled in on his most recent 
entry into Iran, he was born in 1931; This fits in with 
his own account of his life as given to Pol Counselor and 
contrasts with published version* of his age, which originally 
bad him as 39 years old, and h*ve since described him 
i - in his early forties. Yazdi appears to be in fact 47 
or 48 years old, despite a youthful appearance under a full 
tu-ard . He has three brother 

4. Yazdi has three brothers, one or two of them older than 
tumself. All four appear to have studied to become phar- 
macists, in Iran, with a year or two of post-graduate study 
elsewhere. The oldest brother is a doctor (perhaps an 
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opthamalogist) with his own’ private clinic in Tehran. 

Another brother is living here, and a third one reportedly 
in Baltimore, an American citizen. 

5. Yazdi claims to nave been very active as a student 
in Tehran in helping to form an Islamic movement with 
such other notables of today as Ayatollah Taleghani and 
Prime Minister Mehdi Bazargan. This was in the 1940 's 
and early 1950 's and, according to Yazdi, was aimed 
primarily at countering the appeal of Marxism among 
Iranian youth, especially the students; In this he 
claims a kinship of effort with people such as the 
philosopher Ali Shariati, who was a little younger. 

6. Yazdi says he lef^Tehran for the United States in 
the early 1950’s and did some post-graduate studies and 
teaching in New Jersey and elsewhere^nding up in Texas. 

His field had become scientific, particularly medical, 
research. After the anti-Shah demonstrations in Iran 
during 1962 and 1963, and the subsequent exile of Aya- 
tollah Khomeini to Turkey and eventually Najaf, Iraq, 

Yazdi said he took a job teaching at the American University 
of Beirut to be closer to the scene. 

7. The Lebanese government turned against Iranians some 
time in 1966 or 1967 (the exact occasion escapes us) and 
Yazdi had to leave, along with many other Iranians. He 
returned to the U.S., after having visited Khomeini and 
being appointed by Khomeini as his personal representative 
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for the United States, Yazdi says. In the U.S. he was 
active on Khomeini's behalf. 

8. When Khomeini was thrown out of Iraq last year, Yazdi 
went to Paris, London, and Bonn, but was told by oppo- 
sitionists there not to go visit Khomeini in Najaf 
because he would be arrested. After some hesitation, 

he nevertheless flew to Baghdad and arrived in Najaf 
the very evening that Khomeini was packing up to leave. 

9. The guards refused to let him see Khomeini, but by 
using subterfuge (asking to pray in a mosque and using 
another exit) he got to Khomeini and accompanied him, 
his son and two other disciples on the drive to the 
Kuwaiti border. There the party was refused permission 
to enter Kuwait and, after a few hours, instructions from 
Baghdad came dMM to let Khomeini's group come back to 
Baghdad for departure to Paris. Yazdi himself was refused 
the same permission and kept prisoner overnight at the 
border post. The next day instructions from Baghdad 
released him so that he could follow Khomeini. He went 

to Paris with Khomeini and stayed there as an intimate 
member of his entourage. 

10. The above was volunteered by Yazdi without much 
prodding and could conceivably be doctored for our ears. 

It fits in, however, with what we have heard about him 
from other Islamic sources, namely that he is not a Marxist 
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or a Communist, although like many Iranians of his 
generation he was exposed to Marxism and Communism 
during his university years and would have had to take 
a position for or against it. His early association 
with Ayatollah Taleghani and Bazargan would explain his 
stature in the movement, particularly as he seems to have 
been delegated or perhaps self selected to get close to 
Khomeini while Khomeini was in exile. He apparently spent 
some time with Khomeini before being appointed Khomeini's 
personal representative in the U.S. This put Yazdi early 
on in the role of a bridge among various top leaders of 
the Islamic movement, a role he apparently still plays. 
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EO. 12065: XGDS A/25/09 (STEMPEL, J.D.JOR-P 
TAGS: PINT r PGOVr IR 

SUBJ : IBRAHIM YAZDI AS FOREIGN MINISTER 

REF: A)TEHRAN 4244 BHEHRAN 3245 (EXDIS) 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY: YAZDI'S NOMINATION AS FOREIGN MINISTER RAISES 
MORE QUESTIONS THAN IT ANSWERS. MIXED SIGNALS ON YAZDI'S 
ROLE WITH PLO. BANI-ASADI WILL PROBABLY REPLACE YAZDI. 
YAZDI WILL EXPRESS HIS VIEWS INTELLIGENTLY BUT THEY WILL 

BE ANTI-WEST. END SUMMARY 

3. PRIME MINISTER BAZARGAN'S APRIL 24 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 

YAZDI WOULD BE FOREIGN MINISTER POSES MOST INTERESTING 
QUESTION: WAS HE PROMOTED OR KICKED UPSTAIRS? BASIC 

BIODATA ON YAZDI SUBMITTED IN REFTELS; BELOW WE DEAL 
WITH SOME IMPONDERABLES IN THE YAZDI EQUATION. 


4. SPECULATION IS RIFE THAT YAZDI WAS KICKED UPSTAIRS 
BECAUSE HE WAS EITHER GETTING IN BAZARGAN'S WAY/ OR HAD 
LOST HIS UTILITY AS A GO-BETWEEN WITH THE PG'OI AND THE 
COMMITTEE STRUCTURE. EVIDENCE FOR LATTER VIEW IS ADDUCED 
BY THOSE WHO SAW YAZDI GET INTO FURIOUS SHOUTING MATCH 
WITH COMMITTEE GROUP AT AIRPORT WHEN LIBYAN PRIME MINISTER 
JJALLUD ARRIVED ON APRIL 22. EYEWlfNESSES SAY YAZDI WANTED 
TO KEEP JALLUD ON PLANE UNTIL HE EXPLAINED WHERE LIBYANS 
HAD HIDDEN IMAN MUSA SADR. COMMITTEE WANTED TO LET PM 
LAND AND TAKE HIM TO QOM. KHOMEINI'S SON RUSHED TO SCENE 
AND CONVINCED YAZDI TO YIELD TO COMMITTEE VIEW. TWO GOOD 
SOURCES SAY YAZDI'S DAYS AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER WERE 
NUMBERED FROM THAT MOMENT. 
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5. ALTERNATE VIEW (THERE'S ALWAYS ONE IN IRAN) SAYS THAT 
YAZDI ROLE AS MAN WHO BROUGHT PLO TO IRAN WAS CREATING 
PROBLEMS FOR BAZARGAN, AND PROMOTION TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
WAS CONSIDERED BEST WAY TO GIVE YAZDI MORE AUTHORITY FOR 
HANDLING PLO AND AT THE SAME TIME GET HIM AWAY FROM THE 
PM'S OFFICE. NON-IRANIAN NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENT CLOSE TO 
PLO CHIEF HASSAN DISPUTES THIS VIEW, AND SAYS PLO HAS BEEN 
HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YAZDI. (HE ALSO CONFIRMED INFORMATION 
REPORTED EARLIER THAT PLO ARE TRAINING MUJAHIDDIN AND 
FEDAYEEN AND JUST ABOUT EVERYONE WHO WANTS TO LEARN 
WEAPONRY.) SOURCE CLOSE TO YAZDI WHO HELPED ARRANGE (ENTRY 
FOR PLO IN EARLY DAYS SAYS PLO BECAME ANNOYED WITH YAZDI 
WHEN HE WANTED TO RESTRICT PLO TO TRAINING NEW REVOLUTION- 
ARY GUARDIANS CORP. THERE IS SOME LEEWAY IN VARIOUS 
STORIES, BUT IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT IN SOME WAY YAZDI ROLE 
WITH PLO, FOR GOOD OR BAD, WAS CONNECTED WITH HIS BEING 
NAMED FOREIGN MINISTER. 

6. ANOTHER IRANIAN SOURCE INDICATES THAT EMBARRASSMENT 
OVER REVELATION THAT YAZDI HAS U.S. PASSPORT (HE ADMITTED 
THIS IN PERSIAN PRESS EVENING APRIL 2 A) AND CHARGES THAT HE 
WAS A CIA AGENT MEANT HE HAD TO BE GOTTEN OUT OF PM'S 
OFFICE. BAZARGAN'S PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT YAZDI’S DEPUTY 
FOR REVOLUTIONARY AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO WOULD BE GIVEN TO SOME- 
ONE ELSE SUGGESTS SOME TRUTH TO THIS. NAMING OF HOSSEIN 
BANI-ASADI (BAZARGAN SON-IN-LAW; INFLUENCE OF FAMILY AND 
DOWREH LIVES ON IN REVOLUTIONARY IRAN) TO DEPUTY PORT- 
FOLIO FOR QUOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 
UNQUOTE IS NOT A DIRECT REPLACEMENT FOR YAZDI, BUT 

MOST OBSERVERS FEEL HE WILL EVENTUALLY GET HOLD OF YAZDI'S 
REVOLUTIONARY RESPONSIBILITIES, SINCE HE HAS BEEN DEPUTY 
TO THE MINISTER FOR REVOLUTIONARY PROGRAM, YADOLLAH SAHABI, 
AS WELL AS BAZARGAN RELATIVE. 

7. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY, NOT INCONSISTENT WITH EITHER OF 
THE ABOVE, IS THAT YAZDI, WITH THE PGOI'S BEST CONNECTIONS 
TO THE COMMITTEE COMPLEX, WAS SEEN AS THE BEST MAN TO 
BEGIN TO START PULLING IRAN'S FOREIGN POLICY TOGETHER 
INTO A COHERENT WHOLE. HE HAS BEEN DEALING IN FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS EXTENSIVELY ANYWAY, AND HIS APPOINTMENT AS 
MINISTER NOW GIVES HIM A MANDATE OVER THE INSTITUTIONAL 
STRUCTURE AS WELL. 
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8. VAZDI THE MAN: US CORRESPONDENT WHO HAS FOLLOWED 
YAZDI PERSONALLY SINCE PARIS SAYS YAZDI IS CONSUMMATE 
MEDIA MANIPULATOR (VIEW THOSE OF US WHO HAVE DEALT WITH 
HIM SHARE) WHO IS REALLY DEVOUT BELIEVING MOSLEM. 
CORRESPONDENT DESCRIBES HIM, HOWEVER AS MAN WHO ALWAYS 
HAS HIS MASK ON; IN TEN MONTHS, ONLY TIMES HE SHOWED 
INNER PERSONALITY WERE ONCE IN PARIS IN DISCUSSION OVER 
KHOMEINI ROLE WHEN HIS RELIGIOUS SIDE CAME OUT, AND AT 

II ME OF US EMBASSY SACKING WHEN HE BLEW UP AT PHOTOGRAPHERS 
OF EVENT AND ORDERED THEIR CAMERAS BROKEN AND FILM EXPOSED. 

9. EMBASSY DEALINGS WITH YAZDI: HE IS A HARD MAN TO REACH, 
HUT IN PERSON-TO-PERSON CONTACT, EITHER OVER PHONE OR IN 
f’ERSON, HE IS VERY SMOOTH AND FRIENDLY. HE UNFOLDS 
UNPALATABLE NEWS WITH JUST A SHADE OF APOLOGY, AND HAS 
IXCELLENT UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO MANIPULATE VALUE SYSTEM 

OF HIS LISTENERS TO PRODUCE REACTION HE WANTS TO ACHIEVE. 

ME HAS GOOD POLITICAL TOUCH, BUT VERY MUCH BELIEVES US IS 
CAUSE OF IRAN'S TROUBLES FOR PAST 26 YEARS. HE IS NOT 
HARD-LINE OR STRIDENT ABOUT IT, BUT FIRMLY COMMITTED TO 
VIEW. AS FOREIGN MINISTER HE COULD TURN OUT TO BE PERSIAN 
REFLECTION OF STRAIN OF ANTI-US, ANTI-WESTERN THOUGHT 
IN THE TRADITION OF KRISHNA MENNON AND NUMEROUS YANKEE 
WAITING AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE 60'S AND 70’S. 

IN TRUE PERSIAN FASHION, HE WILL PROBABLY BE MODERATELY 
ASSERTIVE IN PUBLIC AND MORE REASONABLE IN PRIVATE. 

UNLESS HE GETS CARRIED AWAY BY HIS NEW INCARNATION, HE 
WILL PROBABLY REMAIN SOMEONE WE CAN TALK TO WITH SOMEWHAT 
HITTER PROSPECTS OF GETTING RESULTS (ONCE HE AGREES TO A 
I'OSITION) THAN MANY OF HIS REVOLUTIONARY COLLEAGUES 
UFER. NAAS## 
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SECSTATE WASHDC, PRIORITY 

E.O. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, US, IR 

SUBJ: INTERVIEW IN IRAN TIMES - DR. IBRAHIM YAZDI 

1. AYANDAGAN OF MAY 9 REPORTED AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED 
IN THE IRAN TIMES (A U.S. PAPER) WITH THE SON OF 
FOREIGN MINISTER DR. IBRAHIM YAZDI. THE INTERVIEW 
DISCUSSES DR. YAZDI'S U.S. CITIZENSHIP STATUS, 
PURPORTEDLY QUOTING A FORMER EMBASSY TEHRAN OFFICIAL. 

2. EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF PERTINENT POTION FOLLOWS: 
QUOTE IN PRESENT CONDITIONS IF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
TAKES ANY STEPS AGAINST YAZDI, IT IS PROBABLE THAT HE 
MAY LOSE HIS U.S. CITIZENSHIP. HE ADDED THAT IT WILL BE 
SILLY FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO CANCEL YAZDI’S 
CITIZENSHIP. HE ADDED: IF AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI IMPRISONS 
YAZDI, HE WILL ENJOY THE SUPPORT OF THE U.S. CONSULTATE 
IN IRAN. IF HE MAKES ANY COMPLAINTS FROM THE PEOPLE 

IN CHARGE OF THE PRISON, THE U.S. EMBASSY IN IRAN WILL 
FORWARD A PROTEST TO IRANIAN GOVERNMENT AND RETURN 
HIM TO THE USA. THE OFFICIAL ADDED: THESE 
POSSIBILITIES ARE SILLY IN FACT. UNQUOTE. 

3. AS DR. YAZDI HAS REPEATEDLY DENIED U.S. CITIZENSHIP 
HERE, THIS STORY WILL BE EMBARRASSING, AND WE EXPECT 
QUESTIONS ABOUT IT. PLEASE PROVIDE THE COMPLETE TEXT 
OF THE INTERVIEW, AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE, 
ASAP. NAAS## 
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TAGS: IR 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE HAS BEEN APPROVED. 

Q. IS EBRAHIM YAZDI A U. S. CITIZEN? 

A. WE CANNOT CONFIRM THAT HE IS A U. S. CITIZEN. 

Q. DOES HE NOW HAVE OR HAS HE EVER HELD A U. S. PASSPORT? 

A. STATE DEPARTMENT PASSPORT FILES ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND 
PROTECTED BY THE PRIVACY ACT. WE CANNOT, THEREFORE, 
CONFIRM OR DENY REPORTS OF ANY INFORMATION IN THESE FILES. 

Q. IF DR. YAZDI IS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, CAN HE RETAIN HIS 
U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND PASSPORT IF HE IS CONSIDERED AN 
IRANIAN CITIZEN UNDER IRANIAN LAW? 

A. ALTHOUGH THE U.S. DOES NOT ENCOURAGE DUAL CITIZENSHIP 
AS A MATTER OF POLICY, IT DOES ACCEPT ITS EXISTENCE IN 
INDIVIDUAL CASES AS A MATTER OF FACT RESULTING FROM THE 
CONFLICTING LAWS OF OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH CANNOT BE 
CONTROLLED BY THE U.S. THUS, SOME U.S. CITIZENS MAY 
POSSESS ANOTHER NATIONALITY AS A RESULT OF THOSE 
CONFLICTING LAWS. 

Q. IF IN FACT DR. YAZDI IS A U.S. CITIZEN, HAS HE LOST 
HIS U.S. CITIZENSHIP BY ANY ACTIONS-HE HAS TAKEN? IF SO, 
IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT IN THE PROCESS OF REVOKING HIS 
CIT IZENSHIP? 

A. AS I INDICATED PREVIOUSLY, IF WE HAD ANY INFORMATION 
ON THIS QUESTION, IT WOULD BE PROTECTED BY THE PRIVACY 
ACT. 

VANCE 

BT 
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Relieve that the Dr. Yazdi of your 20 September letter 
to Charlie Naas is probably Dr. Ibrahim Yazdi, a dentist, with 
whom Embassy officers have been in contact in the past. Dr. 
Ibrahim Yazdi was one of the founders in 1946 of the Islamic 
Society of University Students, an anti -communist but pro- 
Mossadegh Islamic fundamentalist organization. It was led 
by Muhammad Maghshab and Qolam Ali Bazargan. In 1960, Dr. 
Ibrahim Yazdi was an employee of the "Drug Production 
Company". No further information. 
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SUBJECT: YAZDI IN NEW YORK 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. IRAN'S FOREIGN MINISTER WAS PLAINLY DETERMINED TO 
CREATE A STRONG IMPRESSION OF TEE ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY 
AS A NEW BREED OF MAN. LIKE IRAN'S STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS 
WHOSE RANKS HE RECENTLY LED, HE DID NOT SEEM INTERESTED IN 
WINNING FRIENDS AS MUCH AS DEMANDING ATTENTION TO HIS CAUSE 

MfW! UTMnir. tts .ttistto e- VHaTE^ES INTERESTS THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT MAT HAVE IN THE UN OR THE US SEEMED OF SECONDARY 
IMPORTANCE TO TAZDI'S DESIRE FOR PSYCHIC SATISFACTION AN D 
THE PROMOTION Oft PROTECTION OF HIS. OWN POLITICAL FUTURE IN 

ifnn 

3. IT WAS, AFTER ALL, THE RETURN IN TRIUMPH OF ONE WHO HAD 
BEEN SCORNED IN EXILE. THUS, AS A STREET FIGHTER LECTURING 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT, HE TOLD THE 
COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS OF 25 YEARS OF MISTAKES IN US 
FOREIGN RELATIONS RANGING FROM CHINA, VIETNAM TO IRAN AND 
AFRICA. HE TOLD THE UNGA OF HIS SATISFACTION AFTER "SCREAM- 
ING THE OUTRAGE OF MY PEOPLE... FROM THE SIDEWALKS” TO "HAVE 
PENETRATED THE WALLS AND YOU ARE HEARING ME LOUD AND CLEAR." 
SIMILARLY, HE USED HIS FIRST MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY TO 
RELIEVE HIMSELF OF THE BROODING PAIN OF 25 YEARS OF US 
SUPPORT FOR THE SHAH AND 7 MONTHS OF DOUBTS HE HAS HAD 
ABOUT OUR FRIENDSHIP. 

4. YAZDI ON THIS VISIT WAS MOR E AGGRE££UIELX SHBT? QE BTM- 
SELF AND YET ALSO VERY iiOCUKE. THUS, HE AFFECTS A MODI- 
FIE1-MA6 DRESS CODE AND ORNAMENTS HIS DISCOURSE WITH 
SOCIOLOGICAL CONCEPTS LIKE ALIENATION THAT WE BELIEVE 
MANSOUR FARHANG MAY DEVISE FOR HIM. HIS REMARKS ARE NOT 
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QUALIFIED BT UNCERTAINTY OR BT SENSITIVITY TO THE PERCEP- 
TIONS OF EIS LISTENERS. HIS ORIENTATION IS STRONGLY 
IDEOLOGICAL AND IDEALISTIC, BUT THERE IS LITTLE IN EIS 
THOUGHT THAT IS DEEP, SUBTLE OR ORIGINAL. EE DOE S NOT 
A PPEAR' T O ^HAVE^A^POUTiaAN^S^TALENT FOR^ INFLUENCING ^ H I S 

B I LITY~T?Trs~rPPROA CH^ ~~ 

5. POLITICS, HOWEVE R , ARE A CnN TTNITTNT. PTi H"> C CUP ft T T D M . 

HIS EVERY WORD IN TImeETING IS RECORDED BY ONE OR MORE 
NOTETAKERS. IN FACT, THE NOTETATERS MAY BE TEE PRINCIPAL 
AUDIENCE ON THESE OCCASIONS. HE INSISTED ON HAVING THE 
VIDEOTAPE OF HIS WETA INTERVIEW BEFORE LEAVING THE STUDIO. 
HE TOLD A DEPTOFF PRIVATELY THAT HE FELT THREATENED SOME- 
HOW BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN IN TEE US WHEN THE TEHRAN PRESS 
REPORTED OUR CHARGE'S "DEMARCHE” ON EXECUTIONS. THE 
APPROACH SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE, HE SAID, IC THE MFA WHERE 
HE HAD INSTRUCTED HIS OFFICERS NEVER TO SPEAK TO THE PRESS. 
HE MADE CLEAR IN THE SAME PRIVATE CONVERSATION THAT HE VERY 
MUCH HOPED FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW US AMBASSADOR WHO 
WOULD BE SYMPATHETIC TO THE REVOLUTION. WE SUSPECT THAT 
YAZDI SINCERELY FEARS THE US MAY SEEK TO OVERTHROW THE 
ISLAMIC REGIME AND IS INTENT -ON PERSONALLY MANAGING THE 
US-IRAN RELATIONSHIP HIMSELF TO PROTECT TEE REVOLUTION. 

6. YAZDI MAT FEEL VULNERABLE TO ATTACK BY POLITICAL 
FACTIONS IN TEHRAN. EE TOLD ONE IRANIAN CONTACT OF IN- 
TENSE IN-FIGHTING AND THE NEED TO CONTINUE PURGES UNTIL 
"WE FEEL SECURE WITH OUR OWN PEOPLE." HE SAID TO ANOTHER 
CONTACT THAT HE TOLD KHOMEINI HE SHOULD STAY OUT OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND CITED THE' APPOINTMENT OF AN AMBASSADOR TO 
BAHRAIN AS A VICTORY EE ACHIEVED OVER THE RELIGIOUS ESTAB- 
LISHMENT. T HUS. IF YAZDI IS TO HAVE ANY INFLUENCE.. »ND 
POLI TICAL FUTURE IN IRAN, HE MUST PROTECT HIMSELF AGA INST 
TEf~CHARGE THAT HE IS AMERICA'S NO. 1 AGENT. HE SUCCESS- | 
FULTr'DFMONSTSrr-D THE TFSUKblTi OF THAT CHARGE THIS WEEK. 
UNFORTUNATELY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR RELATIONS, HE 
CLEARLY BELIEVES MUCH OF WHAT HE SAYS TO ENDEAR HIMSELF 

TO IRANIAN AUDIENCES. VANCE 
BT 

#3952 
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E.O. 12065: GES 10/23/95 (LAINGEN, L. BRUCE ) OR-P 
TAGS: 18, IS, PINT 

SUBJECT: YAZDI ON LEBANON AND PALESTINIANS 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. LURING CALL OF CHARGE AND VISITING EEPTOFF ON FCN MIN 

YAZDI, WE -REFERRED BRIEFLY TO US EFFORTS TO Stabilize 
SITUATION IN LEBANON. YAZDI SMC CONDITIONS IN NORTHI.RN 
LEBANON WERE 3EC0MING INTOLERABLE FOR SHIAS WHO WERE 
CONSIDERING JOINING FORCES WITH PALESTINIANS AGAINST 
ISRAELIS AND CHRISTIANS. US MUST USE PRESSURE TC STOP 
ISRAELI ATT AMS. G? 

' . WE REPLIED THAT US WAS ATTEMPTING TO RESTRAIN ISRAEL 
BUT PALESTINIAN TERRORIST ATTACKS MUST ALSO 3E ENDED IF 
ISRAEL WAS TO CHANGE ITS ATTITUDE. IT SEEMED TO US 
THAT IRANIAN REVOLUTION , WHICH MOBILIZED ENTIRE PEOPLE IN 
PEACEFUL DISPLAY OF POLITICAL WILL, WAS A BETTER MODEL 
ICR THE PALESTINIANS. YAZDI SAIL IRANIANS HAT BEEN 
WORDING ON PLO TO THAT END . IRANIANS WANTED -PLO TO INJECT 
I HEATER USE OF ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY IN ITS fPPEAL. IF PLO 
'■ONTINUED SECULAR APPROACH, VICTORY WAS NOT ASSURED. 

IF PLO DID CREATE A PALESTINIAN STATE ON PURELY SECULAR 
I INFS, TEE MARXISTS AND RADICAL PALESTINIANS WOULD MOVE 
-UICCLT TO TAPS OVER. YAZDI SEEMED TO THING THAT 
IRANIANS HAD MADE SOME IMPRESSION ON PALESTINIANS . HE 
ALSO MADE QUITE CLEAR IRAN'S COMMITMENT TO THE PALESTINIAN 
CAUSE: "WE HAVE HELPED TEEM AND WE WILL HELP THEM IN THE 
HITURE." LAINGEN 
!■ 'I 1 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 7/5/85 (TOMSETH, V.L.) OR-P 

TAGS: PEP R x IR 

SUB J : 4TH OF JULY RECEIPTION 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 


2. DESPITE UNCERTAINTIES OF OUR SITUATION HERE AS A 
CONSEQUENCE OF IRAN'S REVOLUTION, MISSION DECIDED TO CON- 
DUCT OBSERVANCES OF THE 4TH OF JULY IN AS NORMAL MANNER 
AS POSSIBLE. THIS INCLUDED AN OFFICIAL VIN D'HONNEUR TO 
WHICH THE DIPLOMATIC dORPS, BUSINESS AND PRESS REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, AND A NUMBER OF SENIOR PGOI OFFICIALS WERE 
INVITED. FEW AMONG THE LATTER GROUP BOTHERED TO R.S.V.P., 
AND THUS IT WAS SOMETHING OF A PLEASANT SURPRISE THAT A 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER DID IN FACT ATTEND. FM YAZDI LED A 
LARGE DELEGATION FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. DEPUTY PM 
AMIR-ENTEZAM WAS ALSO THERE, AS WERE THE MINISTERS OF 
NATIONAL GUIDANCE (MINACHI) AND AGRICULTURE (IZADI). 
CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR MOULAVI CAME AND SO DID GEN. 
EFTEKHARI OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE INDUSTRIES ORGANIZA- 
TION, COL. IRAN-NEJAD OF THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE, AND VICE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY GEN. MADANI . 
WE ARE INCLINED TO REGARD THIS TURNOUT AS A CONSCIOUS 
EFFORT ON THE PGOI'S^PART TO TELL US THAT IT IS SERIOUS 
IN ITS DESIRE TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH US. SEVERAL 


- 138 - 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


OF THE OFFICIAL IRANIANS ASKED MISSION OFFICERS ABOUT OUR 
PLANS FOR SENDING AN AMBASSADOR. LAINGEN## 
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SUBJ : MINISTER ALI ARB ALAN A SB ECONOMIC POLICIES 
REF J TSaPAN 375S 


1. c C ) SU**M?Y : H : FOLLOW IKS IS BASEL VPOf. AN APRIL 

lall or- MM;: :: ?or ‘■.conomjc affairs and vjnavcf dr. « 

, i\ Api.-:;., ofFEK contacts and ardalan's s*at» 

■ • ts . on school lawyer/;, cokomist and 

A** I OLA’ ■' '■* “ f/ ; ' 5 , ESPOUSES A MOLE? AT 1 fOGgS? I V '* 

j; *ic : :y. hf vasts good economic rfiaticn.-lips 

V. T ' I.-; »v; CFFJAEB HIS OFFICE AS LIAISON POINT? 

. .. r-/rs: - .! i. «;fico m ed but on case-.by-casf pasis. ^ 

ir i-r tax reform, with lover smployff and 

, . •> „ 1ST A3 VEIL AS INCENTIVES TO SETTLE OLD 

T- . :..S°ECT FOP PRIVATE PROPERTY A^L IN- r 

:-';‘RIAL ’ liV Ill HE MAINTAIN SB, BUT HY. 13 FUZZY 

rO-::'R;vI?. • t ::faim fnt OF FOREIGN CONTRACTS KADF with 

f ; OL: .. ; r ‘*. HE SEEMS TO RECOGNIZE THE BE T I CILiJCIES 
IN INDI S TRY A V. THE LI LEMMA POSED BY THE CONFLICTING 
IESIRFS "0 - •;? TUT COUNTRY FACE TO WORK AMt Y-? RE- 

ORIINTAT i. T-“ ECONOMY'S STRUCTURE AND STRATEGY. MORS <T 

THAN ANY OlNE.v MINISTRY, ?F HAS RETAINED MUCH OF THE 
PREVIOUS MANAGE *FNT TEAM, WITH FOUR OR HIS FIVE UNDER- 
SECRETARIES BFltfG HOLDOVERS, apdalan -is a kell-inten- r 

TIOKEB GENTLEMAN, RUT HIS PROCLIVITY TO DISCUSS ONLY 
AND NOT EXECUTE POLICY IS UNFORTUNATE AT A TIME WHEN 

IRAN NEEDS DIRECTION IN ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND NEW ^ 

POLICIES. END SUMMARY 

2. (LOU) ACTING. ECONOMIC COUNSELOR CALLED ON MINISTER ,fU 

ARB ALAN APRIL - . MOST OF TEE ONE HOUR V/AS DEVOTED TO 

u.s./ir;*! commercial relationships and the post- 

.5 C’-OTjU TIOL ARY PRO BLUMS OF CONTRACT RESOLUTIONS, U ,S . .'£• 

TAiSJNSSS. TRAVEL AND THE REVOLUTIONARY INTEP.LOOPERS 
IN?' j-STTl::; WITH IRANIAN BUSINESSES IN THE U.S. (RESTED ) 

T-. ' MINI*? a” '5 .ADVISOR, FUCLI SH-SPFA KING , KY-UNIV5RSITY /O 

i'LPUi ECONOMICS PROFESSOR D?. A S RAH I M-7. ADEH AT- 
r ? A Til** ASD TODL^TTmL GENTLEMAN w AY HAVE 
-.XV ?K " I.sTER'L’TIOM-jL ^'TJ. E*0-F, U3IY3 FSK -n 

ECONOMIC ADVISOR ¥ •».< •.'“I ' S AS TRANSLATOR , CONVEYED 
USUAL, FIRST- OF 7 1 Cl iL CONTACT U-'FTIVGS AND C ON 3 FAT U BA- 
X' T 0 M S TO A 3 DA I AN'. HE PRESSED APPRECIATION FOR HIS O 

HJJai LA” . OF I LAN 30 N A FIB PS PR0BL5M IN FEBRUARY 
A /.A A CATVILJ ':? ON SOI EXTERNAL DEBT OBLIGATIONS. ;f'. 

I LZ3 >?U ”S r . ~C TMBOFF'3 U'ITlFSSFD DBS IP? TO BESOLVU 

a. - •••L.vci-v work harmoniously in areas of economic 

PCI If / FILABSBAL COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES, ARBALAN .($ 
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•‘•cokoSic snmoRSBiPS, sought ?fom asoaus infobeatu* 
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teat «MS~4m or SHE ACTiriTirs^ 

•o? SUCO tS^SO^SI _AM -r us | reminding 

r^5$v- ttfOIPTIoS 1 WTi-L‘c?:iTINi3-? TO *?*»}» IBA'i'S EE- 
?4vioi : \rr '’oi-T» liV tWI-* r-FSt BffOBTS TO OBSANIZf 
ITS iHSTTTOjnSs oVmose'sobfai. pahbess. shboef 

Hfp rll GOTIAHO’ “OBlin, RESPONDING TO AMERICAN *nsmS»- 

SS&'SmnWS I* XoSmWmIW IS^.J^fHTpnS. 

i SUGGESTED 10 M?A SJNJAM T, . EAElT ESTAS 

LI STEEN I OP A S'U3fNES L C0«ACT » B Jf^, S pao . islT 

$£”?*** 0*4&V.»£mW AT THAT.r^^I. NEITHER 
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ACTION . LASTLY , CONCERNING U.S./IRAN RELATIONSHIPS, 
ARDALAN SAID IRAN WOULD WELCOME NEW INVESTMENT , ALTHOUGH 
THE MERITS OF EACH WOULD BE EVALUATED, BUT BASICALLY 
UNDER POLICIES OF THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMFNT (E.G., CON- 
CERNING EQUITY PARTICIPATION CEILINGS). 

4. (LOU) ARDALAN EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER IRAN'S IMAGE 
ABROAD AND AS YEP FOP HELP IN ERADICATING FALSE IMAGES 
AND I N'/OR^A'i ION SO AS TO ADVANCE A RETURN TO NORMALCY 
PERHAPS ANTICIPATING A COMMENT FROM EM30FF CONCERNING 
THE REVOLUTIONARY COURTS AND EXECUTIONS , ARDALAN SAID 
BIS SON CALLED HIM THAT MORNING FRO^ A3R0AD AND SAID THAT 
THE FOREIGN PRESS WAS MAKING A BIG THING A30UT THE 
HOVEYDA EXECUTION. ARDALAN ASKED, "WHAT IS TEE BIG 
COMMOTION? EVERYONE KNEW HE WOULD 3E EXECUTED SOME 
TIME." EMOFF COMMENTED THAT THE U.S. AND WESTERN PRESS 
WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED TEAT HIGH OFFICIALS OF THE 
PREVIOUS REGIME WOULD 3E CHARGED AND TRIED ^OR VARIOUS 
MATTERS, BUT WE EXPECTED FROM A REVOLUTION WHICH PRO- 
FESSED ABHORANCE OF THE PREVIOUS REGIME'S LACY ADHERENCE 
TO HUMAN RIGHTS FRINCIPI.F.S TO FOLLOW DUE PROCESS IN THESE 
TRIALS. TO THIS, ARDALAN ONLY REITERATED THAT WE mtjst 

hi PATIENT, THAT REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR IS STILL RUNNING 
ITS COURSE. 

5. (LOU) MINISTER ARDALAN, IN RESPONDING TO EMBOFF'S 
APPRECIATION FOR EFFORTS TO CATCH UP ON OVERDUE PITBLI C 
DEBT SERVICE, SXlD ALL GOI EXTERNAL DEBT SERVICE THROUGH 
MARCH HAD BEEN MET BY NO RUZ (MARCH 21) AND THAT OBLI- 
GATIONS FALLING DUE IN APRIL WERE ALREADY BEING PRO- 
CESSED. COMMENT: WE CAN BUT CONCLUDE THAT ARDALAN 

IS ILL-INFORMED. WE ARE AWARE FROM U.S. BANKERS OF 
PUBLIC SECTOR DEBT YET UNPAID FROM EVEN JANUARY, E.G., 
INDUSTRIAL CREDIT BANK. ARDALAN MIGHT BE CORRECT AS 
FAR AS GOI DIRECT AND GUARANTEED DEBT, BUT IS LIKELY 
THAT EVEN SOME OF THE LATTER IS STILL OVERDUE. 

6. ’ (U) ARDALAN ANNOUNCED APRIL 5, TEAT A 'NEW TAX 
SYSTEM BASED ON ISLAMIC JUSTICE WOULD BE DECLARED 
SHORTLY. HE DESCRIBED THE NEW TAX PHILOSOPHY AS RE- 
FLECTING THE ONENESS OF GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE. THUS, 

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT HAVE TO PURSUE PEOPLE FOR TAX 
AS BEFORE; PEOPLE WILL WILLINGLY PAT "THEIR FAIR AND 
REASONABLE TAXES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR INCOME." 

HE SUGGESTED THAT TAXES ON EMPOLYEE SALARIES WILL BE 
LOWERED AND EXEMPTIONS FROM INCOME TAXES BROADENED. TAXES 
ONPROPERTY (LAND AND DWELLINGS) WILL REFLECT THE RECENT 
DgfiONSS IN VALUE* AND MAY BE LOWERED IN $4TE BY AS MUCH AS 
30"4iRCENT. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND TEE REVOLU- 
TDOJgRY COUNCIL APPROVED FACILITIES BY WHICH SOME 
1 l&m , 000 PENDING TAX CASES INVOLVING INDIVIDUALS AND 
CORPORATION'S UP TO YEAR 1345 (1966/67) CAN BE RESOLVED. 
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EE isAlD THAT TEES2 CASES, WHICH INVOLVE AMOUNTS WOT 
EXCEEDING RAILS 500,000 (ABOUT $7,000),- CAN BE SETTLED 
BT FATING THE AMOUNT BELIEVED OWED AND THE PERSON/EIRM 
WILL BE GIVEN A TAX CLEARANCE. THE SAME POLICY APPLIES 
TO THOSE HAVING DISPUTED CASES NOT EXCEEDING RIALS 
,100, 0.00,, &LNC.E- 1345-* THOSE. WHICH.. THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMS . 
OWE MORJE. THAT THE MAXIMUM AMOUNTS MENTIONED CAN SETTLE 
WITH A 20 PERCENT DEDUCTION FROM THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, 

WITH F0RE3I VFNESS OF FINES AND OTHER CHARGES. COMMENT: 

Iran's tax' System is burfied in years of unsettled 

CLAIMS. FEW CORPORATIONS ARE MORE CURRENT THAN TWO OR 
THREE YEARS PAST. APART FROM PUBLIC SECTOR INDIVIDUALS 
WHOSE TAXES ARE WITHHELD., FEW INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MADE 
EFFORTS TO PAY TAXES SINCE SPETEM3ER 1979, FIRSTLY 
BECAUSE OF STRIKES IN THE TAXATION DEPARTMENT OF THE 
MSAF AND SECONDLY IN THE BELIEF -THAT THE OUTCOME OF THE 
REVOLUTION WOULD AT LEAST PARTIALLY REMOVE THEIR OBLIGA- 
TIONS. ARDALAN'S PROGRAM CONCERNING* OLlJ ’CLAIMS IS A 
GOOD S.TA$T IN CLEARING THE DECYS , WHILE PRESERVING SOME 
INTEGRITY TO TAX OBLIGATIONS. HIS EXPECTATION OF THE 
’* IRRES ISTABLE URGE TO PAY , TAXES’* ESCAPES THE WESTERNER'S 
PERCEPTION OF THE EAST, MUCH LESS OF THE WESTERNER'S 
RELATIONSHIP TO GOVERNMENT. IT IS TRUE- TEAT IN’ THE 
TIME* OF MCSSADEQ IRANIANS WERE RELATIVELY WILLING TAX 
PAYERS, BUT WE 5 DOUBT THAT THE PROFESSION OF TAX COLLECTOR 
DIED WITH THE SHAH.. 

7. (LOU) ARDALAN REPORTEDLY ANNOUNCED THAT THE PGOI 
HAS NO INTENTION OF NATIONALIZING COMPANIES NOR INFRINGING 
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. .STOCKS OF COMPANIES WILL REMAIN IN 
THE same PREVIOUS NAMES. HE SAID THAT MOST COMPANIES ARE 
BAN RUFT AND TKF.IP. DEBTS TO GOVERNMENT EXCEED THE LEVEL 
OF THEIR ASSETS. THUS , SHAREHOLDERS OF THESE COMPANIES 
SHOULD NOT EXPECT ANT DIVIDENDS FOR SOME TIME. HE SAID 
.--•THAT BANES WERE IN A MISERABLE STATE -BSGMJSE’; OF- STRIKES . 
.AND ECONOMIC INACTIVITY AND THAT HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE 
ASSISTANCE OF THE C5I ALL OF THEM WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED. 
SOME PANYS, HE SAID, HAD LOANED MORE THAN THEIR CAPITAL. 

LT 
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HE SPOKE OF CONSIDERABLE ASSISTANCE BEING RENDERED BUT 
AGAINST EXPECTING an EARLY RECOVERY. COMMENT: 
ARDALAN HOPEFULLT WAS MISREPORTED CONCERNING TRT PAN'S 
AT LEAST ONE, MELLI , IS CREDITED BT ITS PRESIDENT 
(SHORAKA) AND FOREIGN BANTERS AS NOT RAVING BERN BANT- 

THE accusation that some bancs loaned in excess 

OF THEIR CAPITAL DEFIES MONETARY THEORY AND NEEDS NO 
COMMENT. 

S. (C) ARDALAN'S PUBLICLY EXPRESSED POLICY CONCERNING 
RESPECT FOR CONTRACTS WITH FOREIGNERS MADE BT THE ,PRE- 
IS r0ZZT AND HIS IMPRECISE STATEMENTS TO 
EMBOFF PROBABLY REFLECT THE FACT THAT THE PSOI WILL NOT 
?L,£21i R 0N IHE ISSUE UNTIL IT HAS MARSHALLED STAFF and 
£ 22£IP. A £? eval UATED THOSE CONTRACTS. THE PRESS RE- 
PORTED ARDALAN SATING , CONCERNING SUCH CONTRACTS THAT 

non-essential ones will be canceled, but 
^ l J2^ 8 ; ACTS * "owehsr, will be studied and reviewed 
to determini whether they are essential or not. since 

THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT AT PRESENT IS IN AN EX- 
CEPTION SITUATION, THE SELLING COUNTRIES SHOULD NOT* 
EXPiCT ANY COMPENSATION. HE SAID HE WOULD EXPECT THAT 
COUNTRIES PARTY TO -CONTRACTS WOULD UNDERSTAND IRAN'S 

1 ?. S NEED 10 HETIEWi CONTRACTS; IN THE MEAN- 
WHILE THEY SHOULD NOT DEMAND COMPENSATION. COMMENT: 

WE BELIEVE AND HOPE THAT THE LATTER STATEMENT IS T^S 

2oy?r N D!!£,i2t!c THIS ISSUE AND THAT AFTER THE BUREAU- 
CRACY RETURNS TO WORK, REVIEWS AND EVALUATES THE STATUS 
OF CONTRACTS, THAT LEGITIMATE CLAIMS WILL BE PAID EVEN 
IF THE CONTRACTS ARE CANCELED. 

9. (LOU) ARDALAN GIVES EVIDENCE OF RECOGNIZING THE 
JHUS 1 ?!!?,-?? IN INDUSTRY AND THE dilemma FACED BY THE 
OFTEN CONFLICTING GOALS OF RESTORING EMPLOYMENT AND YET 
REORIENTING THE ECONOMY'S STRUCTURE AND STRATEGY. AN 
HIS C0MMH| T THAT THE NATIONAL IRANIAN STEEL 
COMPANY IS. A NON-ECONOMICAL INDUSTRIAL UNIT WITH A 

l ? SS 011 fl0RE THAN KIALS . 2,5 BILLION. ITS MILL, 
iSS.SSI 1 !? ENGINEERED AND TECHNICALLY SUPERVISED BOF MILL 
OUTSIDE ISFAHAN, LAST YEAR SHOWED EXPENSES OF RIALS 60 

fa l 2{?T N ,JIJ T L 0 ^I RI J IS 20 E H1 I0 N IN REVENUES, A RIALS 
I.I.I ON OR $567 MILLION LESS. (COMMENT: THE MILL ' 
EA3 ALWAYS SHOWED A LOSS AND OPERATED WELL BELOW CAPACITY 
EE!if OI*MANCE WAS JUSTIFIED AS A LOSS LEADER OF THE 
INDUSTRY! FURTHER, LAST YEAR WOULD HAVE BEEN MOST 
urf«v ESSI;5 * 0ES,r PEAR DUE TO SIX MONTHS' STRIKE ACTION 
,*Q«- A f,IN THE CASE 0? SUCH PUBLIC INDUSTRIES ..MAIN- 
Tn#V?S£.«H I 'L,£ A IS 0! ' 1 '; COUNTRY-WIDE, THE GOVERNMENT RACES 
KAND ANB POLITICAL NEED TO GET PEOPLE WORKING AND 
UNEMPLOXMENT RESULTING FROM the rsvolu- 

T5225SJ stHis!:s an ® economic damages, yet many of the 
industrial units it would have to assist in order to 


•cowuDsrom" 
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RESUME EMPLOYMENT ARE INEFFICIENT AND OFTEN OWNED OR 
MANAGED BT PERSONS WHOSE TIES WITH THE OLD REGIME MAZE 
IT EVEN MORE UNPALATABLE TO PROVIDE RECOVERT CREDITS. 

THUS, THE P50I FACES “CATCK-22" POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS WITH REGARD TO UNEMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL 
RECOVERY WHICH WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO RESOLVE EVEN UNDER 
MORE FAVORABLE, STABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

10. (C) TO OUR KNOWLEDGE , ARDALAN HAS RETAINED MORE 

SENIOR OFFICIALS IN HIS MINISTRY THAN: ANY OTHER MINISTER. 
WHILE HE HAS REDUCED THE NUMBER OF UNDERSECRETARIES FROM 
SEVEN TO FIVE, FOUR OF THE FIVE ARE HOLDOVERS. THEY ARE: 
DEPUTY MINISTER REZA GHOLI ARAB! UNDERSECRETARY AND 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR THE CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT SEYED AHMAN 
BEHGOO (A NEW APPOINTEE)! FOR ECONOMIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS UNDERSECRETARY DR. AHMAD TOOROS , WHO IS FROM 
ANSART'S TIME! FOR TREASURE, SOHRAB FARZAN, FROM 
YEOANEH'S TIME! AND FOR TAXATION, HASSAN ALI REGAI , FROM 
MEHRAN'S TIME. DR. JAMSHI3 ASHRAFI, FORMER UNDERSECRE- 
TARY FOR INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT AND CREDITS, WAS OUT OF 
IRAN ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS WHEN THE GOVERNMENT FELL. HE 
WAS BURNED AND HOSPITALIZED IN LONDON AND COULD NOT 
RETURN. FRIENDS ARE ADVISING HIM NOT TO RETURN AND IT 13 
GENERALLY CONSIDERED THAT HE WOULD NOT CET HIS OLD JOB 
BACK. HIS DIRECTOR GENERA]\ REZA SHALEGHI-RAD IS THE DE 
FACTO UNDERSECRETARY FOR THAT BUREAU, WITH DH . TOOROS 
HATING AUTHORITY TO SIGN FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. 

THE HEW ADVISOR TO THE MINISTER, DR. IBRAHIM-ZADEK , 

APPEARS TO HAVE SUBSTANTIAL INFLUENCE ON ARDALAN, INFLU- 
ENCE WHICH TO DATE APPEARS TO BE MORE REVOLUTIONARY/ 
RADICAL THAN ARDALAN 'S NATURAL 3ENT. HE WAS A MUCH- 
PUBLICIZED SPOKESMAN FOR IRAN AT THE GENEVA OPEC 
MEETING. WE HAVE NO IMPRESSIONS YET CONCERNING THE 
UNDERSECRETARIES' TENDENCIES UNDER THE PGOI . OUR LONG- 
TIME CONTACT DH XOOROS.'U.S. EDUCATED AND WITH AMCIT 
WIFE AND CHILDREN (WHO REMAIN IN THE U.S. SINCE DECEMBER), 
DOSS NOT RETURN OUR CALLS. HE, ALONE OF THE TOP SIX IN 
MANAGEMENT, SPEAKS ENGLISH. 
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11. (0) BIOGRAPHIC ON ARDALAN!, IN APPEARANCE ARDALAN 

SEEMS LATE 60S AND HAS A SINElf GRANDFATHER IMAGE. HE 

IS OLD-PERSIAtt POLITE AND, CONTRARY TO EXPECTATIONS 

BASED ON SOME OP THE REVOLUTIONARY RHETORIC BE ESPOUSED V 

AT GENEVA, HE NEVER EVEN SLIGHTLY "TURNED THE KNIFE" 

ON THE U.S. DURING A ONE-HOUR DISCUSSION CENTERING ON 
OUR COMMERCIAL, CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIPS. PROM OTHER 
CALLERS WE ARE TOLD THAT HE IS FLUENT IN FRENCH, BUT If 
HE SPEAKS ANY ENGLISH HE KEEPS IT HIDDEN. IMP EKECUTIVE * / 

DIRECTOR JANAGIR AMUZEGAR, WHO WAS A CLASSMATE 0? ARDALAN ’ 

AT TEHRAN FACULTY OP LAW, DESCRIBED ARDALAN TO EMBOFF 
AS "OLD SCHOOL." HE THINKS HE HAS NEVER LETT IRAN. HE 
DID NOT RISE ABOVE THE "ASSISTANT SECRETARY" LEVEL IN 
TEE MINISTRY OP FINANCE (UNDER JAMSHID AMOUZEGiR) BE- 
CAUSE OP HIS NATIONAL FRONT ALLEGIENCE. JANHAN3IR BE- 
LIEVED HE SHOULD HAVE ATTAINED AT LEAST TRE DEPUTY 
MINISTER LEVEL BASED ON HIS SKILLS. DIR. GEN. KHALEGHI- 
BOD (PROTECT) DESCRIBES ARDALAN AS HONEST, SINCERE AND 
A GENTLEMAN, AS DO SEVERAL OTHER OP OUR CONTACTS. BUT 
HE SAYS HE IS UTTERLY INCAPABLE OP COPING WITH THE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS HE FACES. ACCORDING TO KHALEGHI-ROD , 

ARDALAN, WHO IS CRARGED WITH ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM, 

MERELY DISCUSSES, MATE? AGREES WITH SUGGESTIONS, BUT 
SELDOM PROVIDES NECESSARY 'lUTHORITT OR SHOWS INITIATIVE 
TO EXECUTE SOLUTIONS. NAAS 
BT 
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>,C. 123651 5DS 5/21/35 (NAAS, C.W.) OR-M 
TAOS I ELAR, PEPS, IS 
SI '•!* "EETING WITH KIN 0* LABOR AND SOCIAL APPAIRS 

PCSOUEAR 

1. (C - ENTIRE tilt; RFPOSTINC CABLE) 

4 

2. SUMMARY! I MET WI'E MINISTER 0» LABOR , AND SOCIAL 

a'pairs -A.;, -i > .?.o;i :as_ -• ' 2t. we discbSsed Iranian 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE POOI'S PROGRAMS TO COMBAT IT, EPE01TS 
TO RIVEFS.E TS-1 COUNTRTS 1DE-T0-CIYI MIGRATION OP RECENT 
TEARS , THE ROL p WORIER COMMITTEES AND TRADE ONIONS AS WILL 
AS U.S.-IRRN RELATIONS. END SOMMAET 

0. I SEDAN MT REMARKS BT NOT I NO THAT IRAN AND THr'b.S^ 
CAVE MAN! INTERESTS IN COMMON AND REPRESSING THE HtoB 
THAT THE STENTS OT THE LAST EtW DAtS WODLD NOT DISRUPT 
MURi THAN MOKENTARUT THE PROCESS OP NORMALIZATION OT OOR 
SU5TEF.AL RELATIONSHIP AND COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO 



STANDS THE IRANIAN REIOLUTICN, THAT WE ACCEPT IT, SAND THAT 
IT IS COMPATIBLE WITH 0 .Sv INTERESTS WHICH ARE BASED UPON 
THE PRESERVATION OP THE INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY Of IRAN. AS TO* IRAN'S ADHERENCE TO NON- 
ALION M ENT, I NOTED THAT WE UYE CLOSE AND CORDIAL 
RELATIONS WITH MANY COUNTRIES WSICH POLLOW A NON-ALIGNED 
POLICY ANT. THAT I EXPECTED THE SAMI WOULD BE TRUE IN THE 
CASE 0? IRAN. POSODEAR CONCLUDED IT SAYING THAT BE HOPEI) 
IT WOULD INtSXD BE POSSIBLE TO PUT ASIDE THE MISUNDER- 
STANDINGS OP THE FAST. 

4. I THEN TURNED TO THE PROBLEM OP UNEMPLOYMENT, NOTIN', 

T AT A NEW ERA IN IHAN RESPIRES NEW APPROACHES AND 
ASKING IP TPS MINISTER COULD ENLIGHTEN ME ON THE fOOI'S 
POLICIES IN THIS REGARD. POSOUHAR SAID THAT AS HAD BEEN 
T:iE y**SE WITH ALL POLITICAL SEYOLUTIONS, THE IRANIAN RSY- 
CLUHtu HAT! LIP? A LEGACY OY ECONOMIC DISRUPTION *0R TH" 
POCfluto DEAL WITH. CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS RAD IEEI 
S4£T£| AND INDUSTRIES IDLED, AND CONSECUENTLT ONXCOP THE 
FIRS? TASKS 0 t THE PGOI HAD BEEN TO GET PEOPLE BiJ' TO 
WORK. THUS , IT WAG DECIDED TO REACTIVATE STALLED’ PRO- 
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( LESS, hANV I?0FU‘ RETAILED TIES 13 THSIS -ORMER VILLA OSS , 
AND THE GOVERN*?*!? HOPED THAT IF RURAL INC 'HRS COULD ?.D 
RAISED TO 8*rtK 7W PEHCENT 0? UR PAN INCOMES, HANT OF THESE 
, PEOPLE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 'JO HOME • WHILE OffEHISS NO 
> STATISTICAL EVIDENCE, FOR OUR AH CtAIHED THAT THE FUJI 
{ BELIEVES THAT ECONOMIC DEPRESSION IN R SCENT MONTHS HAD 
1 INDEED RESULTED IN A REVERSAL OF THE COUNTRTSIDE-TO-C ITT 
) MIGRATION WHICH HAD SO DOMINATED IRAtf'S RECENT HI STORE . 
tf| i IRONICALLY, THE GOVERNMENT'S OWN PROGRAMS , SUCH AS LOsHS 
ros THE UN EMPLOYED, AND ITS SUCCESS IN GETTING PEOPLE PACT 
I TO WORK IN URBAN INDUSTRIES HAD PARTIALLY OFFSET THE GAINS 
IN THIS RFGAKD SINCE SOME INDIVIDUALS WHO MIGHT HAVE OTHER 
] WISE RETURNED TO THEIR RURAL HOMES HAD FELN TEMPTED 70 
5 I REMAIN IN TBS CITIES IN THE HOPE OF GETTING EITHER WOrK OF 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE. 
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?. TOROUHAi. CONCEDED THAT' 515 MINISTRY'S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH tit VARIOUS WORKER COMMITTEES HUD SOMETIMES 1IIK A 
PROBLEM ECS HIM. HI SAID THAT at HAS "NOT IN FAVOR (*0151 
HE CBOSE VEST CAREFULLY AND VENT TO SOME FAINS TO DIFFER-) 
XNTIATX ISOM "OJ»POSED“'"OF WORKER INTURESRFNCE IN MANAGE-' 
MINT FUNCTIONS. NONETHELESS , 52 HELTEVED THAT THRU)' is 
AN IMP0HT1NT I01S VOS "LEOtTIMATS" TPA3S ONIONS * TRADE 
ONIONS fOSMED BT THE HORST, RS THYM$Bl,»SS RATH NR THAN IRE 
SIND 01 SHAM ORGANIZATIONS MS GOVERNMENT UNDER TFT SHAH 
HAD FORMERLY SPONSORED. HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD 0? COURSE 
22 PREPARED TO OFFER PROPER ENCOURAGEMENT TO WORmS' 

OWN EltOBTS. 

8. IN CLOSINS, I nn PORODHAR'S ATTENTION. TO THE OOOR- 
ERATITE PR03HAM BETWEEN HI S MINISTRY AND 0115 OWN DEPART- 
MENT OP LABOR WHICH EMSTED IN rut HASP, VEILS NOTIN'? 

THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT CERTAINLY WAS NOT THE TIM? TO 
CONSIDER RESUMPTION OE SUCH A PROGRAM, T SAIT THAT I 
WISHED BIM TO A NOW THAI WE WOULD mJrECPFTIV TO ANT 
LATER REQUESTS RIS MINISTRY MISlT RAVE FOP LIMITED, 
SPECIALIZED HELP WHICH WI MIGHT BE A RLE TO PROVIDE. 
POBOUHAR APPEARED TO BE GENUINELY PLEASED 3T MY OFFER, 

AND EIPRESSID HIS ROPE THAT TR% PRESENT UNCERTAINTIES 0? 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WOULD SOON PASS AND BE FOLLOWED BY A NEW 
111 OP COOPERATION BASED UFON THE MUTUAL INTERESTS OF 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 
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9. COMMENT! E0R0U8AR WAS RELATED ABOUT WHAT RE AFPSAFFl; 
TO HOARD AS A MOMENTARY -AND MINOR IRRITANT IN IRANO- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS. THIS WAS CONSISTENT WITH THE POSTURE 
OE THE OTHER CABINET MEMBERS I MET WITH YESTERDAY WHO. 
limit to WANT TO R LESSORS ME THAT, WHILE IREN '-ILL WOT 
.TOLERATE WHAT IT INTERPRETS TO BE INTERFERENCE IN IT' 

.Internal affairs, i^senuinsit desires > mutually rfm"- 
PICIAL RELATIONSHIP WITR US. ffONMIN TAPUI since has 
CITEN A PRESS CONFERENCE AT WHICH H r RREBT'DIT MADE SOME 
mV-tHPlANATORT REMARKS ABOUT l*. S. -IRAN RELATIONS.) 

NAAl 
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